
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



^-r:^^':m^vm'-^f 







i^--^-^-- 






v.> 






\ ■■ -^ '' -r- 





v:^.;^:\■..■>'•■v•^•v.■■ 




SECRET JOURNAL 

OF 

A §elf-Observer ; 

■.... on, 
CONFESSIONS AND FAIVHLIAR BETTERS 

OF THE 

Rev, J. C. LAVATERy 

AUTHOR OP THE 

ESSAYS ON PHYSIOGNOMY, THE APHORISMS ON 
MAN, VIEWS OF ETERNITY, &c. &c. &c 

^ IN TWO, VOLUMES. 



TRANSi./TKj; FRl)*f THE" G^RliCAir ORIGINAL, 

By the RcK. PF. T E R W I L L, 

MINISTER OF THE REFORMED GERMVIf CHAPEL IN THE SAVOT. 



VOL. II. 



The largft ttididtxnent ilands before my View, 
Drawn forth by Confcience, moft amazing true; 
And fill'd with Secrets hid from human Eye, 
When, foolilh Man ! thy God ftood witnefs by. 
Then, oh, thou Majefty divinely great, 
Accept the fad Confeffions I repeat ; 
For thine's the contrite Spirit, thine's an Heart 
Oppreffed with Sorrow, broke with inward Smart j 
That at thy Foot-flool in Confeffion (hows 
How well its faults, how well the Judge it knows. 

__^^^^^____ Parneil^ 

X^ontion : 

PRINTED rOR T. CADELL, JUN. AND W. DAVIES (SUCCESSORS 
TO MR. CADELL), in THE 8TRAN9. ^ 



THE NLyV YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 



ASTOR, LENOX 
TiLDS N FOUNOA IONS 



~^ 



LETTER 

■ • V *■. 

FROM TBI 

AUTHOR TO THE EDITOR 

« OF THE 

SELF'OBSERFER. 



Dear Frienjd, ^ ^ ; - ; ; ; v 

JL OU may cafily conceive what muft be the 
feelings of a man who receives by the poft, with* 
out a letter or any other previous notice^ a book 
bearing the extraordinary title. Secret Journal of a 
Self'Obferver\ and which reminds him, almoft in 
every page, of his own (ituations, actions, and fen- 
timents, which he thought to be known to no pcr- 
fon but himfelf } a book that contains an important 
a % part 



IV tETTER FROM THE AUTHOR 

part of his private hiftory, divided in iiKiny various 
divifions tranfplaced, altered^ and fhaped in different 
forms^ and thus offered to the eye of the pnblic. 

I read, turned the leaves over, wanted to read, 
and turned them over again and again; fmiled, 
blnflied ; was pleafed, afhamed, and did not know 
what to fzjy and what not to fay • . , . • and, never- 
thelefs, I can aflure yon, that I could not be angry, 
for a moment, with the Editor. I could not but 
admire fo mwqk difqrdtibn;, foiMitqh judgement of 
choice, fo much nicety in the transformation of the 
fame moral and in:\j:iipral ^ifgoiitibns. 

I hoped to regain con^^4^d> and, at the fame 
time, that this book would be very ufeful. I com- 
^minicated the matter to feveral of my friends whom 
X fiifpe£led ta have had a hand in it, and given you 
my manufcript, of rather the manufcript of the 
printed Journals They fioailed, were rejoiced j pre-^ 
jtcnded to knaw nothing of the matter v took the 
,book, read ; fmiled again, and -fpoke of nothing 
.but of the Editor's difcretion*-*-'^and I could not 
Uivine with certSMat; the good-natured traitor. 

I have. 



TO Tllft CDtTOft. * T^ 

I have, ho^wever, been fo liapipy to rcccii^ yoiir 
letter, which gave me fufficknt infotmation, andy. 
at the famie timei provided T6t with a fatisfa£tbr^- 
juftifieation againft all thofe who fufpeded me t^- 
be the immediate Editor aad die fole getttfine Au- 
tiior of the Journal. 

Tou may eaiily conceive that I hsve been obliged^.; 
itver fince, to hear multifarioaB, unexpeAod, and 
^ontradKlory criticifms. The book containSy ib^' 
deed, fiin a fufficient number of paflages wkick 
itiade me known as the author of it, at leaft m Mr 
country: however, thtf reft ojf the performance 
puzisled many of iti reader^'very much^ and fimie 
paflages appeared fo them DiOt at all applicable t^ 
me. 

The opinions of the German public were not 
lefs different than thofe of my countrymen. Me^' 
of the world, philofophers, divines, pious' peoplcn^ 
«....« enemies and frittids, appeared (as I fiincy)^ 
to have mified the proper point of criticifmy by 
criticiiing rather the fuppofed^ar/^dr tr&an his^iWir* 
Mf, the Obfnrver than the Otfervalkns. 

a 3 Indeed, 
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• Indeedj if the friend who has com^nunicated the 
3i>urnal to you^ had pofleflbd fufficient knowledge. 
of the world,, the puWic certainly would never havo 
fecn.thi^ book in any fli^pe or form whatever. . 

. Howdver, it cannot be retrieved now ; and all ' 
thofe that have had a fhare in the composition and 
publication of this book ^r^ fo ftrottgly convinced 
of its utility, that even the moft- dila^vantagcoi:^ 
criticifms;of the public, that is to fay, of fome who 
are;very anxious rather to be men of letters tharf hu* 
inan hirigSy T'dX^xtr to appear to. he Phihfiphers than 
iobe Chfiflians^ will, have very little weight with 
them. It cannot be unknown. :td you^ my dear 
friendjj that very few readers hav^ read and criti- 
cifed this performance as a htftory of ohfervations. 
6ome have looked upon and rained it as a precept^ 
as n; pattern^ as tmral tnft'tuBionsJhaped in the form of 
a hijloryj fome j/ the charaBer of a moral mm^ fub^^ 
mitted to the examination of the public ; and fome as a 
libel on Chrifiianity\ and I have neither feen hor 
heard of a critic who has reviewed it ^s an obferver. 
I cannot but confefs^ that this cauied me feme tkn- 

eafinefs, 



TO THE EDITOR. Vll 

eafincfs, and that I have been ftrongly tempted, 
feveral times, not to comply with the deiire of my. 
friends, who wifh me to pnbliih a fecond volume, 
I am, at the fame time, very much inclined to un- 
boibm my heart to you with refpeA to the ipifenible 
xnifconceptions of our modem critics, who render 
their criticifms fo intolerably fhallow, by miifing the 
point sf view in which the works which are fub« 
fnitted to their judgement ougjht to be regar-ded. 
Among a thoufand readers you will fcarcely find ten^ 
and among a hundred public critics fcarcely oru^ who 
will take the trouble to find out the author's yS-^, 
never to lofe fight of it, and, firft of all, will criti- 
cife his sum, and the defign of his performance^ 
^nd then the book itfelf, its contents, language, 
&c. &c« &c. always paying the ftriAeft regard to 
that defign and aim.-^— However, I ihall tell you 
my mind on that fubjeft more at large, at fomc 
other opportunity. A few hints afe Sufficient for 
the nuife. 

Many readers of the Journal have feund fault 

«rith the Editor, becaufe he has faid, in the frefiace, 

a 4 that 
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tliat it is gtmdntf origtHa^ and not interpolated with 

furious addition >^lchough I hav€ declared, in a 

letter to Mr. Reich, which is prefis^ed to the fecond 
jcdittoPt ^^ that the Editor has thought it convenient 
<< to make altoratioiis, tranilocatioBs, and additiomfi 
f* which iotitle me ta deny it to be a produfSUon of 
<^ my pen$ that^ as far as I can recollect, my, hair 
<< has aevBT been drefled by a b^-dreflTer i nor that 
^< I ever haTe rode in a fledge ^ that I uiiderftan4 
.^ as: Iktk of dancing as of otiufick/' &C. &c. &c. 
Many hate deemed this^ very ContradiAory, and 
for that.Teafon: decried the book« In order to ex«p 
^ulpate yout my .deleft iriend, I declare publicly, 
diat ycm have wrote the iruti^ although I fhall not 
retra6):a fingle word of my aflcrtion, whiph is con^^ 
tained iiimy letter to Mr, Reich* Tou have added 
nothing to the manuicript wUck has iem g^^ t(f 
yWi :nor have you interpolated or altered- the leaft 
thing, except the correAion of fome grammatiical 
errors, ^e alteration of the ftile, and the judicious 
0nn^n of fome pafiages. All additions^ interpo- 
\f^Mamf oicxatber tranfpo^onf wd traosformationsji 



IBUft^ of courfe^ be afctibed folely to that dew^ fyitod 
who h^s communicated the manufcripC to you ill 
(he ih^pe in which it was printed^ And x>ug^ 
ihait friend td be blamed for the alterations he hat 
inacle?->*»-f>For my part^ I do^noC'think ib^ if I 
|diKe myfelf in his point of view. 

Firft eg all» he Ixas not imp$iUd to me a fiogle 
virtue^ vice, or fentiment, which he hatifootfoimc) 
recorded in my manufcript, in fome ihape orotji^iw;* ' 
For iaftance» I do, indeed, poflefsf no knowledge. <4 
mufic ) . and the^ pallage which idUides to fuch % 
Juioirledge is entirely Us work^^^^n incident th«f 
has t>ccorfed in bis life— 4jet us, however, fiippofii 
(hat what has happened to bim at the harpfichor4 
bad happened to «f^ on reading a coUefiion of 
poems on various fubjeAs, and I had tra»9f€vme4 
mj obfervations into the fhape of his, could thai 
then be called imprudent, mifreprefented, indif* 
creety OK zJUHottP 

IJiave never tode in ajhdge (not becaufe I thinly 
it aifrlutefy a iin> like many readers who are moro 
intimately cQUQC^Ssd with me, crofled. themfelmen 

at 
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at It, and fcarccly could forgive me, believing that 
I had really done fo), but could not the dear friend 
who communicated the manufcript to you reprci 
faend iimilar vanities under the difguife of th^ 
above-mentioned incident, in order to conceal hii 
friend from a public that fo frequently is indifcreet?. 
Secondly, let us fuppofe, this friend had defigned 
to /^^r/^ the Chriftian public ho^ to make obferva- 
tions upon themfelves, and to give them infiruc* 
tions to that end; that he had intended to throw 
out hints, important to many, with- regard to the 
better knowledge of their heart ; and, at the fame 
time, to add many inftru£live remarks ?— Suppofe 
he had, influenced by this laudable view, compofed 
ft colledlion of real and imaginary fituaticms, and 
fliaped it into the interefting form of a Journals 
and, m order to attain his aim with lefe difficulty^ 
introduced trifling, uninterefting circumftances, 
which had imparted to the work an additional 
appearance of truth; and, for the fame reafon^i 
publifhed it through th^ medium of a fecond pel^- 
Hotky who, without telling a /^, could afTure the 

public 
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public that the Journal was genuine Pr^'^zj^ let.ttt' 
fuppofe (the worft that can be:faid,^hich, how*: 
ever, this friend will not grant), let us fuppofe he 
had a£ted thu^ fhould he then have deiferved pr^ie. 
or blame> applaufe or fcom ?^ — Or ihould he rather 
have expofed himfelf to the torturing queftionsof 
an enlightened, tafteful, nice, and fentimental pobr 
lie — of the felf-created tribunal of the reading pub«^ 
lie, and the Reviqwers, thofe ruthlefs inquiiitors, 
who: would have teazed him with the tormeatiag 
interrogations 5 Who is ^the- Author i Who the Edi- 
tor ? Is the Journal genuine>» or not ? .Whata&in» 
terpolated, and what not ? — Could he expert that 
£0 many excellent and juft men would declare; the 
vrholc Work of no value, if not genuine, if fifti- 
tious? — This he might, indeed, have expe^ked, if 
\it had intended to lay before the public the hiftory. 
•of fome known individual, in order to enable the 
public to criticife that man, and ta value his. dba- 
rafter . Gould not the book (although k :werc ti^ 
raughly fiititiolis), neverthclefs, be very ufeful, att 

Icaft 
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Iti^ as ufeful as many moral romances are deemed 
to be ? - *• - Would riot many a reader, on perufing 
feveral paflag^s, have been impelled to fay, Here I 
behold my own pifture ! here I am drawn to the 
life ! — this i$ a fault, this a fentiment, of mine ;— 
kere I read plainly, and in an inftru£tive manner, 
what I am frequently fo fenfible of, though I am 
ft) unwilling to confefs it. 

i cannot but confefs, that the above-mentioned 
^enfures have rather vexed me ; and I can aflurc 
you, that the gentleman who communkated the 
manufcript to you is too iGlncere and upright than 
Aftt he could have apprehended thefe or fimilar 
^eiifores. But, I declare once more, that he is not 
at all in that predicament !— iVb moral nor immoral 
JintitnentSyJiatedin theJourtMl^arefi^itious ; although 
^. great deal of the external ^j/?ory, andof the^rw, 
is fictitious, or altered and tranfpofed. 

And what (hall I fay to the numerous animad* 
vtrfions on the aufterity, the over-fcvere rigour^ 
ibe anxiouf^efi, fanaticifm, &c. &c« &c. which are 
^d to prevail in this Journal ? 

Indeed^ 
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< Lideed, my friend, I am almoft fiek of writing 
for a public that firft muft be told that a boo]f: 
-whicl^ has been publiihed under the title of Tbf 
Self-^Obferver contains ohfervations \ whofe reviewer^ 
jEurft muft be told that it contains mere ohfervatiom^ 
and that obfervatkns are not precepts^ rules, npvprin^ 
cipUs, for all perfons, nor examples liable to no ex-* 
ceptions ! And fuppofe the charaAer, the aAions^ 
and the fentiments, of the Obferver could really be 
charged with aufterity, over-fevere rigour, and anxwuf- 
nefs, would he not have experienced the I)ad or good 
confequences arifing therefrom ? He would either 
have improved in, or declined from Chrifti^itj^ 
faith in that God who has been revealed through 
Chrift, and love to his fellow-creatures.— —Jlis 
Journal would have evinced this as clearly as pof- 
fible, and the Editor would not have neglefted to 
lay faithfully before the public all good and bad 
confequences of his principles, and mode of life— 
And would this not have proved bx more ufeful 
than if only a blamelefs ideal had been introduced 

to 
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to the reader? — Who can be fo (hort-fighted a$ 
not to fee how infinitely important it is to obferve 
the courfe and the deviations of a foul not entirely 
difingenuous — and her return, if flie has taken a 
wrong courfe ? Who can be fo fliort-fighted not to 
fee equally plainly, that fuch a character is infinitely 
more acceptable to a fenfible reader, than an ideal^ 
a paragon of perfeftion, which can exift no where ? 
I am, however, far from granting that the main 
point, the effence of the moral of the Obferver, is 
over-ftrained and fanatical. — But I fhall not explain 
myfelf, at prefent, more at large as t© this point, 
intending to do it at fome other opportunity, when 
1, pleafe God, fhall be fo explicit, that every im- 
partial man will be capable to judge whether 1 de- 
mand too much, or too little, from men and from 
myfelf. At prefent, I fhall fay only thus much 
concerning this point: — The gofpel contains no 
commandment, no precept, which, according to its 
cflence, is not written on the hearts of all men ; 
nay, the human heart is even far greater, far more 

expanded 
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e^patided and fublime^ than the moft rigorous let^ 
tcr of the gofpel(^). The gofpel conyeys nothing 
into our heart, as a faithful explanator interpolates 
nothing into the text. It is to roufe only what is 
in the heart. The gofpel demands, through founds^ 
and letters, and luminous examples, what our heart 
demands through defires and feelings. The gofpel 
is only the commentary- on our heart. God and 
man are always the text. All letters are nothing 
but explanation ; nay, they are only image, copy, 
delineation, iketch. On this head, my friend, I 
wilh to impart to you, one time, my thoughts 
more at large. ---- ---•.! 

But what is to be done with refpeA to the con- 
tinuation of the Journal ? A difficult talk,^ in- 
deed ! - - - - You might have publifhed one volume 
more, if the public had not gueifed at the author. 



(a) This palTage has been literally tranflated. If the EngUfli 
reader docs not undcrftand it cntirclyi he will be in the fame 
predicament with the Tranflator. ^ * 

Sut 
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But now the public demands undifguifed trutlij 
and fragments will not do ! Yet fomething muft 
be puUiihed<— becaufe the Editor has made a kind 
of promifs* - • - - Befides, I have received numerous 
applications for the performance of that promife ; 
the moft refpedahle men feem to wifh for a conti- 
nuation—but how difEcult is it, now^ to comply 
with their deiirel I am very fenfible of all the 
reafons that ought to deter me from doing it. It 
has been faid by a number of people, who may be 
abov^ all fufpicion of being ruled by mean paifions 
in their opinion, << Wherefore is the moft fpedal 
•« private hiftory of an Individual to be intruded 
«< upon half the world ? How important muft La« 
*^ vater appear to himf^lf, if he prefumes to tell 
<« half the world at what hour he rifes, goes to bed, 
<♦ Sfc. &c. &c. ? Can he be aftoniflied— and how 
^ little knowledge of the world muft he poffefs, if 
<< he is ? — Can he be aftoniflied when this is deemed 
w the higheft degree of impertinence, and when it 
<< is looked upon as the moft glaring proof of his 
«< vanity and conceit ? If he has a right to give an 

" air 



<<air of iinpiDrt^iicfe to his perfboj and ids modi 
¥. trifliDg ixxupatiotu^Tthen any dibet pctEou hm 
'^ tUe fai^e righfc"!--aiui if tbu right is common td 
^ all, and ewery priTate man fhoidd take k in hi| 
^ h^d to jnirade ^is Joomal upon v^ irhat thm 
«< will be the confequence ? What isitm^ to think 
« of fuch a fiEMoiliarity irith the {yWfalicf^ . 

Iliis, my friend, trOl, nndoiibtediy, be faldf-^ 
and what can we ireply, if irrt refolve to comply 
«rith the wiihes of fo many othor petfons ? How 
tan you fet me at eafe with reTpeft to that point f 
Whtt will you tidl die public, in that volume, in 
my defence r 

l^cottid fay a gfeat deal on that head ^--JioMverj. 
I TtAxT mUhl hid iefs motives, were kfs neceflt* 
tSfted to publUh fome firagments of my genuine^ 
real^ pmeftnt jfounnil} iTtm^^ at fall liberty to fay 
nthatet!^ you tiiiaA: beft; I Audi fay itely ihnt 
shu&i - . 

ihsffe not yet dbitedvthat man mhb has fii little 

«f lifaebnmuiBailuc^ thMlihoiddthlidtbitt «^« 

w&t&f to read to Um what I, at prefeoti am i^oft^ 

-^ot.n* b to 
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to ventiirei tolay Before the public^ if you approre 
of jt§ Qtitp letfhixiirpenife. it, at home^ if I fhould 
think tbat:itIwofttId ^or'd him fdeaiiire, and be 
ptO&tMci td iiiitu May I now not expe£t that the 
readersLf^miyJournal^ in general,, are not the worft 
people I know J 

I wifh, fiirtb^^ that all tbofe who find:the above* 
mention^ I^Ufible languago naturs^l and reaibn- 
ablej would have.- the goodnefe and equity to ima- 
gine, themfelves in xny place and fituation. • « - • 
Was I not tieceifitated to <eU my mind on what has 
happened^- and to defend myfelf agalnft fome. erro 
neous comments which have been ms|de?« foepaufe 
mny perfons believe me to be the Author and Edi-^ 
ior of .the firft volume ; and ib many judgement^ 
judgements of .great infli^ncct ^ith regard to the 
work and its author, or ra^er my <;liara£ter, have 
;hc€n&amedf Could I v^m^ S^^^t ^cr fofw 
have been offended at my------ and fome: at 

:iny havjn^g cquro^K^hed myf^ for it ^ -And w;^t 
.wou)d: yon faj,jiC my principli^ (though, at botf^m, 
the fame) jiiad been more purified and fixed in the 

^pUgatJidH, 
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application,: if my id^as had bee;nr^nd^r^ more 
diiHn^ fo that I tould^remove all'mifunderfta^id^ 
iiig caufed by th^jfotupnal which has been publiihed 
by 70% 1^ a candid cQnln$imicatk>n xiS fwitXJn* 
feleAdd'FkragitLdxits^f ji^y; gj^nuine Jo^rl;lsd, ^if l^ch 
I hzYA compofed: withput paymg any regard to^ the 
public, and thi& flioukl rctxaft'whatevejr ^las been 
er^rooisMfly ftatied r woitld:this aotiiifficientlj^po* 

Idgize for^me ? \-, ,< . .- ,^ 

I do not b^eve tb^t I ton grown worfe, . though 
I a£)^'widl more 'difcemment, and lefs refiraint * -,- 
I do abd think that my principles are. lefs evange* 
licaTi'r^ough i am grown^eaEer/conceming my 00 
cup^tion^s my foibles,'and err<Mrs ^ I do not fnean^ 
inQrc';^4/ii/j^^bat iajier\ that, is, \s& JirwU and 
ammus. I muft, however, not forget to add, that 
if I esm^eoatribute fomething to render the pre« 
vifimguilnaturaleftr^gement of men from men, 
and'thft mtiluat air of indiflSsrence about their reci* 
pi^ditai'teppinefs' which, they are wont to afliim^ 
ridi^^u9,t'aiid to ptomote fratemalj confidential 
b at and 
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txA fikttine eoclmHiniM iMit^een men ud men^ 
attd a^imitiial intereft in the domeftic and moral 
cofitiems bf our fdlow^teaturcs; if I oaa eontri* 
liute fbmethfng to eftaMi(k the idea tl\at audiorfe 
imdVeaders are ii»iw^aj^d. connected bjr ^t^finm^Jl 
HtSY^isA if the {ml^tkitiotl of this l}Ook (which 
]^ro{>eri7 6tight not td 6e atcounted a lltenty work^ 
proniDtea thia purpoie, I can conible tnyfcif in ichia 
xefpcA for many mifinterpretatlon^-^ Aa for the 
reft, etery one haa, ind^di, the fame right I haive \ 
^tfid although I may predift, Vith much pfobabiMty, 
lihat hot every one wSl dfeke ufe df that rights yet 
I hiuft oWcrte; that- I fhonld think myfetf verjr 
tnttch obliged to erery pi^tfon who tttmld cbmmtK 
nfcattto me fiicha i^w^iz/W hiftory of his life, and 
hfi' heart, interfperftd With fo many tMing wA^ 
-deiits, Vd enriched With fu^h an ae^urate aecAum 
df bad, good, and ibdiiSerent a£&^iis and fimtHnehtf . 
I Olotild pi^efer the reading of itith a book to the 
pcrafal of any on& elfe, this &ble eitGqyted«--^I>D 
Hot ail phHofophieal hiftoi-iahs complain thai^ as 

yet. 
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fret, the itiftory i^f mm hu.2fyrAt^ {b little ia9#i^ 
advat&Cag8^1>edLnfe onekiiows fp v<ery Jiltle of ti^^ 
private hiftorf 9 ai^ the defeulof dJUeir Ufe? '. 

I leave it tojou to re£ifttc the obj<p<3ioo, ^iM^ 1;)^ 
i»oft xBlnute trifles oug^t Hcift to b»^e b^w |IP^ 
ti(hed^ which has fifcaped £om€ of (he vrifeft lAcai 
and the a^itfapr, ^p the editor^ of a joiiraali^iigjbii^ t# 
p^bli&.^nly an acQoiint of fins and tirtiftes i »-»'- Has 
HOC every piAore z^ ground f«-^and many medioo^ 
require a Tefl^ to be pat ioi or a vthkk^.'^Wat^ 
iftas no tafte^ nor does it nourifh ^ It n, howevfr» 
a vehicle for many forts of nottriihment-^-*«{ 
teuld make a {[veat many more reo^u'ks on that 
heads you wUl, however^ do me a favour tf 709 
ido It in my place. 

Stedkig you fdme Fragments of my resd^ uilr 
^ftered Journal, which has not been revifcd by a 
friend, t htve left all remarks, ohfenratSonSf and 
converiatioQs, in the fame ijbate in which I iet thm 
down, more at large,^ or ihortcr, according tO my 
inclination and kif^re «» «- •« • I gi^e y(m fuU liberty 
IQ do whatever you like with- what is npi ohfervatkn 
b 3 on 
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pn tnyjfelfy of wluch no more muft be communicated 
to the puUic than the Editor of the firft volume 
has done^ who has confined himfeif more to mere 
indrfll fiti^ation^. You may leave- out whatever you 
think not ufeftd, en* fit for cpmmunicatiom I think, 
ho#dverj thdt t;^^ 'oiight to have fome value> as 
d fu^ordinate mean leading to a goodpurpofe. Yet 
you xoxf do 'whatever you like;. I fhall, certainly, 
not find fault with you. Yes, I leave this work, 
or rather thefe Fragments of a work, which I have 
compofeti liierely for my and my children's immefn 
diate uie, and perhaps for that of fome very inti- 
mate friends, entirely at your mercy, ■ If you 
find that the benefit arifing from the publication 
of this Journal will overbalance the harm it. may 
do ; jf you find that all the cenfures and inconve- 
niencies its publicadon may occafion cannot be 
compared with the advantage many readers may 
probiably Veap from it J then ybu may puWifli it 
without the leaft alteration of the moral text \ and, 
if you chufe, add explanatory, warning, and in« 
ftru£tmg annotatiohs: but if you ihould find the 

contrary. 
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contrary^ then jou will have the goodnefs to return 
me the ixvanufcript ; aiid I (haU tdl the public^ in- 
feme future edition of the firft Yoluxptey that the 
Editor has committed no aft of jdiihonefiy» and 
that what he has faid is not fo very jnconfiftent 
with what I have v^te to OMr. Reich* If you do 
not publilh it^ I ihall be eafy and content^ and in 
many refpe£ts very ghd^ becaufe I (hall not be ix» 
pofed to public cenfure* If you> however^ fliould 
think it fit for publication, then I will arm myfelf 
againft all mifinterprets^ons, difagreeable criticifmsj 
.and the more pimgent reproaches of my little 
modefty, by thixiking with fome fenfible readers, 
<< that I never have wrote, nor ever ihall write, a 
'< book more ufeful than fuch a Journal ;" and I 
ihall find co'nfolation in the firm perfuafion, that I 
have not betn influenced by vanity 3^ and that, if 
ever I have publifhed a book with the pureft view 
of affording pleafure, and being ufeful to my fel- 
low-creatures, it is my Journal. 

lean, at the fame time,, fplemnly declare^ that I 

flncerely wilh not a word spghl be faid to my 

b 4 praife 
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pndfis on ihft.;prdent occdiqn, and thait whatever 
deforte* cenfiire might he criticifed without merqr. 
Fatevdiy mj friend i and di^ at leaft, not defpiic 
ikusp vbeB.you perceive fo many iaults in my can* 
dn£L: ... .-I /. • / 

Javn CUspAn Lavateiu 

June If, 17||. 
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been imputed to you, and to obviate tlie bad con^ 
fcquences' which may arife from that charge, bj 
conviadng the world that you really pofleft a greater 
Ihiure of ehearfiilnefs and eafinefs with refpeA to 
'vfirfaatever^ relates to Religion and Chriftianity? 
- This imputation could, indeed, never have been 
fiarted againft thebook itfelf^ which (as you juflly 
obrerve) is neither/r#r^fnor^tf/^/ryi, but obfervationi 
however, obfervations and experiences of a man 
who enjoys fome degree of efteem, may eaiily be 
miftaken for, or mtfapplied as, precepts or patterns. 
It afibrds me, therefore^ additional fatisfation, that 
you yourfelf have cautioned your readers againft 
that over-ftrained anxioufnefs, and, in many in- 
ifalnces, have displayed an eafy and ferene mind, 
*ahd a free manner of thinking, with refpedt to reli- 
gious matters. It has, at the fame time, given me 
a gttat deal of pleafiire, that' you fo x'epeatedly de» 
-dare againft fanaticifm j and have difplayed fo many 
vinboiitrovertible proofs; of your being jio . fanatic. ' 
A fenfiUe heart, and a lively a^ve zeal for what- 
ever 
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CTcr is good» ought cert^mly mtt^HK «o^o|i^^ 
with fanaticifm, though they m^y c^^l^ to k* 

Many readers willi perhaps^ fia4 p^ifla^es in thif 
book where you fiem to overftep thefe UmiU i I 
have, however, great r^fou tp hope, th*t th< coijr 
cifenefs of your ftile, aa4 the oWcurity whidi Inc- 
Titably muft arife. therefrom, wHl prompt f¥(^ 
candid reader to plead in your hebtlft The xMPt 
you accuftom yourfelf to arrange your idestf pror 
perly (and th;it you certainly caa dOi becaufe ypn 
have attempted it already frequently witli. fttccefi)^ 
the more you endeavour to inftrulf ypur readers ii^ 
a pUin and explicit manner, the more yoii .witf 
ward off aU fufpicion of fanaticifm» 

As for the reft, I have found nothing m yiQtvr 
book that could ofiend, or appear ridiculous t^ 
readers who do not require abfolut^ly that an auk 
thor fhould think, feel, and exprefs himfdf>0n fi^ry 
occafion, according io their own notions and fk9^ 
fure. Much lefs reafon have I to ^prehend* thlft 
-your countrymen and feliow^citizeps, whoj u^dpi^lit- 

cdly. 



•dlf> "W^ Frc^.^ain fcafe to m^ and ferious trsui- 
sjjvl saedifa^op to jocularity^ will; have the leaft ob« 
jj^Qiion ;tp 1^ q>atmiK^tkm of your Journal^ or make 
iM.coiita^ts^aad then* author objeA$ of a ridicide 
oqtiaQy HpiSini^d and pffeniive. If the language 
fi£ the Journal be not always the iame^ the reafon* 
Mde reader will Hot bd offbnded at this variety, the 
latter being fomethin^ vcify natural and unavoidable 
m the life of even the wifefl. and moft piotis tnan,*-^ 
if in fooK Utters a free and dtftatorial language 
oceurs^'h nluft be confidered that thefe letters 
lucre been trfttten- to intimdU friendsf who cannot 
Int br.pteafed: with that lailguage«*^If^ finally, fen>- 
kiments or maximd oeculr which fame readers titeem 
ciic6tie«iS( fi^ linfiaUe^ it muft be underftood that 
.thqr aee-ftwc^d ttpdn liobc^y,- |;ive an opportunity 
^nr refle£ki6tt, ind fenvd to improve us in fratemd 
ibrjiianoice^ irhibh i$ mt bi the chief, duties of 
v Chrtftiafif- . ' 

In fhdrti fince I.aifi defirbd to tell my mind 
frahkly, Imuift declarei that I think the ptiUioH 
i&oA of this book will be veryf ufefuk Although it 

cannot 



cannot be a I>t>ok of edification, like ihefii^ votumii 
becaufe nothing is feleAed or altered> it- Will neVtt^ 
thelefi promote piety ; and the ^g!W?i^ reader will, 
at the fame time, be enabled^ -by this ^fm/f^^ ai^ 
fastifiil ]ournz\, to fblve tnaiijr- apparent contradlei> 
tions of your manner of thinlcing^ your- charaAer, 
and your writihgi?, and fee how he ha$ been ant 
taken in many refpeAs in the judgement he hu 
Ibrmed of yott. r\ ' f : 

This may be faid even of fome reviewers of yoiiBir 
book* Tou are right, my deareft friend,, when 
you fay that fome of them have mifl%d the proper 
point of view in which they ought to haw'exa^ 
mined it. At leaft what they charge on you, and 
our friend who has communicated the manufcript 
to me, a^ the principal defeft of the-book, nameljv 
that one cannot exactly diftinguiih what is yoidr 
own obfervation and hiftory^ and what not, it,^ Qi 
my opinion, a real advantage which the firft volume 
has over t!he fecofid, This pi*etended defe£t 'has 
introduced more variety into the work; and df 
what concern can it be to the reader, J whofe objoft 

is 



;: itO MR. LAVATER* JXXi 

is inftrudbn and edification^ whether^ £or inftance, 
I have'difplayed mj_ vanity on riding in a fledge, 
or in a cbnverfation oa a book^ if paly tlie obfer«- 
vation be true^ and the remaricsl make on that 
occafion juft and in(faru£)ive ! . 

It will now be proper thttt I (hoiUd account to 
you^ and. to the |niblic^ for. the liberty I have taken 
iBrith the fecond volume* You have^ indeed^ left 
a great deal to my dlfcretion i more than I^ per« 
haps^ iSiould have accepted of any other author. 
r can flatter myielf that I have taken the greateft 
care not to make an improper ufe of the liberty 
you have given. me*; but whether I always have 
made the iefi ufe of it^ this is a queftion which you 
and your readers muft decide. 

I have ^omitted many unimportant^ hlftorical in* 
ddents which were not connected with your mo^il 
obfervations. Not becaufe I have deemed, them 
abfohitely . improper; for .publication, but . becaufe 
they did not^promiie te.be interefting ;to je^ nor 
to antiOft of.ypur readers^; though fome of itbem 
harc.^Sofdtd wrogreat.pk^(iiire«^.i3QE)6 occurjrfd 

too 



txxa 

too freqkieiitlj^ and woutd^ tbcreEore,: hove been 
tirefeifie to! many i .othen required a fimpUdty of 
manners^ veftigdEl qf trhich can be Jraced onij la 
few civilized cotintries ; and others ^were really iin* 
important, and could Ik intenefling to no onie but 
the author add His fanuly. Moft of yoqr readers^ 
perhaps, will thizik that I bught to have omitted ^ 
great many mtrei incidents of thiit fort. Somo» 
times I have done it mierdly for the fake- of coftb* 
neftioQi ibmetimes lbr> the fake of variety, foxno^ 
tiineis out of confcientl^ufiiefs, becaufe I fliqnld^ 
othenftriie, have been oUiged to fuisftitute fomethiog 
eikf and neither would nor durft alter any thing 
of the text, grammatical errors excepted. 

It is, indeed, a particular pleafure to accompany^ 
all the' day long, a man whom we efteem, and who 
fignalifes himfelf by many pre-eminent qualitiea 
and' merits, and to be an nnfeen witnefi even of 
hb nioft trifling and unimportant actions. If we^ 
however, have enjoyed this pleafure.repeatedlyi we ^ 
are, afterwards, fatisfied with learning only his moft ^ 
remarkable lentiments and a^ni» and fsn^etJiib 

reprefcnt 
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reprefent tb our mind the trifling, unimportant inr, 
cidents which occur every dzj, to a repeated and 
minute recapitulation of the fame. He who^ like 
foil, mj dear firiend^ writes a Journal for lus own 
iife^ can, indeed, reap fome benefit even from the 
infertion of fuch trifling incidents. He can, for 
iaftance, fum up, at the end of every week^ or 
snonthi the hours which have been taken up with 
this or that fort of occupatbn, how much time he 
has fpent in reft and in occupatiouj in folitude and 
in company, in joy or grief, in his own or in foreign 
affairs, in a good or a bad ftate of mind, in felfiih 
or public-fpirited views ^ how much time he has 
loft through negligehce, or gained through dili« 
gence and regularity, &c. &c. Arc. The fituation 
of every individual reader differs, however, too 
much from the fituation of the author, than that 
he could draw the fame benefit from fuch minute 
accounts which the author can reap. It is fufficient 
for him to be' inftnifted, by a few examples, how 
to go about this bufinefs, and wl^t requires his 
Vol. n. c particular 



pardci^ar ^f f^ition^ if h^ nf^l ip^te fv^cb lMr4 
{kccoiint^ 

. ^ for. ^7 rc°^^> you 9^m hfi.fo I>^d to.!Bic;v 
fhem in the ligh^ pf well-m^ai^tt )>ttt, p^hap^s iio| 
always wclL-f ;cpcwf ^d additlqns, nf bich arf intcn^ 
to render your book more uff^uL I have pot made 
t)|;i,efe ^fjipaf^a |bf jou, but; fpr yopr reader*, i for 
yi^h jw« ^ c?i? co^verfc, tiy misjw^ of letters, oo 
fubjedU 9f wlpch we, peirbap^, ^re difoent Qpi« 
mops, yet; if ithoi^t detriment to Qiir firiendfliip and 
jj^aternal love, ^uld J^, perli^ps, not ^waiJA btw 
rightly comprehended your id^s^ w gone tpo £ur. 
iiP my appre]ii€^iioQ Uiat fom^ pajTftges might not 
be properly t^nderftood, o^ Qv^appUed, theal beg; 
jou Willi beliere that I Jb^v.e been prompted to it hf. 
t^e idea o^^ the numerous cla(^ of your readers ^wha 
will read yo^r book with moi^ pions and good fen* 
timents %an cle^ ^d ^ft. notions* I have paid. 
particular attention t;o readiocs of this dafs^ and 
endeavoured, to gpai^. then\ ag^nnft all mifintoprch* 
t^uon or miiapplicatipn^-^-^Bmg a natural enqny . 

to 
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to all polemical language, I have found it fo much 
the lefs di£Gicult to fteer clear of it ; and when I 
appear to contradiA, Ihave generally endeavoured 
td contradiA, not the maxim contained in the text^ 
but the fidfe conduiions which might be derived 
therefrcHn* 

I need not to fay any thing further in my defence* 
No I you would have reafon to be offended, if I 
were to apdlogize to you for the ufe I have made 
of the liberty you have given me. 

May God proteft and afiSft you with his polrerful 
aid ! May he grant you the bleifing of fucceeding 
in yoor endeavours to promote Chriftian piety, and 
the happinefs of human Idnd ! 

Iam^ 

With the fincereft regard and lovcy 
Tour faithful friend^ 

TK£ £DITOf« 

JOUR- 
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Xf we would judge ourfelves, we fhould not be judgecU 

TUESDAT, Nov. lo(tf), 1772. 

Being at tea with my wife, I complained 
of the great extent of my bufinefs^ and con-^ 
fulted with her on the limitation of my cor- 
refpondence 1 took the refolution, not to 



(tf ) I had neglefted, for a confidomUe time, to coati* 
tmt this Jourmd. 

Vot. II. B enter 
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entej: into any new one, if not neceflitated 
to do it, except with a gentleman with 
whom. I ^mrfgX yitt acquainted— I faid to 
myfelf, I muft make him my friend, if it 
pleafe God ; I cannot do without him ; my 
heart has panted for him more ardently than 
I dared to fay. Ten times was I going to 
write to him^ but not knowing the place 
of his abode, and having received no anfwer 
to a letter whicjh I had written fpuf years ago^ 
and chiefly becaufe I thought it intruding to- 
trouble fuch a man without having a parti- 
cular reafoo, I omitted it — ^And this gentlc- 
inan IS Mr. N***. 

A friend came to fee me, becaufe I was 
not quite well — We converfed on many good 
fubje£tsj I am, however, not at leifure to 

write our converfation down. Leonard 

brought me a letter from the poll — ^An un- 
known hand—** Again a letter from a ftraii- 
" ger I"— faid I, coolly, to my friend—** and . 

**this 
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" this very evening I have taken a refolution 
** not to begin a new correfpondence with- 
•^ out neceffity." I iinfealed it — looked at 
the fignature-^and exdaimed twice : '^ From 
** Mr. N*** :!4^fQ ! my good, good God ! is 
" it poffible ?** r wanted to read it, but 
couM not — I relfeited^ ftammered, and laid 
the letter ^afide. ^ ' ■ ^ ^ O ! thou paternal, 
** friendly, tender Providence of my God ! 
•* thou haft granted the moft fecret wilhes 
•* of my heart before I have uttered them !'* 

I went to bed ; read the letter, and trem* 
bled with the defire to tell P*** of it— but 

he did not come. I wrote ^no anfwer to 

N*^*i— but only a flxeet filled with expret 
lions of the teridereft friendftii^ — only the 
cfiiifions of my joy (i) — -^Here foljow feme' 
paflages of his letter : 



(i) I infert a few paflages from this Letter,^ which I 

thiok (bJnftruSive, that it would be injuilice and ingra* 

B 2 titode 
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*^ I cannot deny that a certain frigid, 
** nervelefs tone has mixed itfelf with Chrif- 
** tianity, as well as with many other objefts y 
" and that moral (particularly according to 
" fome Englifh theological philofophers) is 
" becojTie a certain found, external policy, 
" and an empty internal tranquillity, in a 
*' higher degree than it ought to be; Twill 
*^ not fay according to the fpirit of religion, 
" but only according to the condition and 
" the wants of human kind, who, certainly, 
*^ are not a frigid abftraft, hut a body com- 
"pofed of numberleis operative powreris, 
'^ Even with your friend N*** is this the 
*5 original fin of all his writings,, by which 
*f he does fo much mifchief, though invo- 
" luntarily. Should we, perhaps, not be 



titudc towards the Providence of my God, ll^^-vanitf 
fhould prevent me from communicating them to the 
public L. 

« fenfible 
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*«fenfible of this fault whichr -we fo fre- 
f^^uently commit?— But let us difcufs this 
f* point at fome other opportunity, and exa- 
^ mine the chief end of your book ; at the 
**fame time let me beg of you (not the 
ft. liberty on my part, for that you miift at 
^ low me, but) on your part that felf-denial, 
^^'that refignation, without which you, as I 
^ find in matoy paffages of your performance, 
^ look upon every thing as fpoken ^/igainfl 
^yourfelf.< This is not right, although you 
f 5 may reply with ever fo much modera-: 
^^ tion.^T-~It iis evident (for inftance, from' 
*5 the preface to Ac fecond (r) volume), that 



{c) Mr. N*»* alludes to Mr. Lavatcr's Fie^tvt of Eter* 
miyf a book of very great value, though replete with 
many eccentric notions. The tranilator has attempted 
an Englifh verfion of this work, and means to offer it to 
the pubHc, if it receives the fan^on of fome of his 
learned friends, to whofe examination he intends pre*- 
Tioufly to fubmit it. 

B 3 " you 
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*^ y!ou always fpeak of eleniify, as if it jwerc 
^ yonr ewn work, and not ihsitoi Gcxk- In 
** the fecond volume you hare already l>qen 
*' frequently mifled by expatiating too long 
^ on that fort of occupation ; one fees deatly 
" that you are no longer an lobfervier !ati4 
*' contemplatdr of divine inyfteries, but lan 
^ arbitrar^uaxthiteft of yqur own, and^ffre* 
^^quently, very trifling, kjdiflfarent, and 
*' unimportant ideas ; you . rejoice at thd 
^' fcaffolding which doe$ not belong to the 
<^ building. Dear I^vater^ itfais is already a 
** real ftate oipumjbmmt^ nfe^-mlh and you 
^* know what the conlequences are, if one 
^ has been drawn into it. Eternity is ^^j£&adi^ 
*^ nay, the greateft concern of God, which 
^ we, deareft Lavater, cannot honor-better 
*^ than'if we contemplate it with all refigna- 
" tion of feIf4nvention, and of courfe keep 
**in certain bounds, and, in proper time. 



<* taft ddwtr oiir iy^i'i insdVi/k^ our dfiiil of 
** knowfedge.' TMc^fr fn^aittkl :adai]^tk>di 
* and of fti* glHsatet' Vllttf' thm- JijroWsi 

^:if(^di#? ^aflk ^r^ildlf'&n^'Whac Giaa 

' " Yoti fee '♦i^at-a grttat JjfeaKtf ffiw ))obk 

•fetldhtf Vbhiriie, lri'1?rkioli ydM A6d^ vt 
** nothing elfe Mt >ftiV;#<i?»iihMifi(b}p^!^^ 



lA ' « • 



* "fiait'dnd pipet ISA ia6 tO'fitttifii «n]i<letferi 
•« and I hare not yet laid trilat t waited to 
s* fey ..... If wd but 6gi*e wkh tef^^l to 

♦' the point df View ht wMefc wesy thittg 
" muil concentre, in order to roufe here the 
** future angel in us, and to teach us to fa- 
** crifice, with entire refignation, every other 
♦♦ objea to God alone". ..... 

B 4 I confefs 



8 JOVKVAL OF A 

I confefs befoi:e God that this ktter, al- 
though very hiimiliating, nay, even thofe fevr 
paflages which I think erroneous, have not 
excited in me, the leaft, not the mpft^fecret 
anger, and that; I have iincerely ^tlianked 
God for this very inftru6Wve letter-TT^-rrNoH 
thing can humble me more, nothing. ^afTords 
me more moral lenergy and greatae&,;npt^g 
can elate me::inore, than fuch tender proofs 
of the <ij«;/«tf'Go^£/«^:to me. , . . 

Ought I. not to have tranfcribed t]^$.?-^ 
O ! that I were more at leifure to fqt dpwii ' 
in my Journal much, very nuich of. what 
God does for me I how frequently Ihould I 
afterwards be aftonifhed and adore ! An ad- 
ditional reafon for continuing my Journal^ 
which I h£(ve neglected ^ great while I 



LET- 
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LETTER to Mrs. h^*^. 

Is it poiRble, my dear Mrs. B. (I fay this 
by way of reply to your letter to our dear 
Mrs. H.) that you could be fo much want* 
ing in faith, although particularly favoured 
by Providence ? :^ 

What'fhall I fay to you?-r-*TShould ytm be 
the only human being whom God fliould 
vifit without having a paternal viewin doing 
fo ? Should he punifh a// his creatur:es with 
tindemefsi and piirfue-^-ohly you with unre- 
lenting ire ? ./. • , V 

The goodnefs of God h^s given you a child 
according to the laws of nature, and not the 
fame goodnefs of God fhould have taken it 
from you, according to the fame laws ? 

If you would but begin to fum up the 
real and undeniable proofs of God's mercy 

which 
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which you experience every day, and have 
experienced fo particularly this day ; would 
then the fmall portion oifeeming evil, mixed 
with them, be able to extinguilh every fpark 
of faith which dan repofe on many thoufand 
proofs? ' . 

i It would be fhort-fightedne^, ba(hfulnefs» 
and felf- willed obftinacy againft God-r-*if yoU 
wouM feriouily iriaintain that you.ftiould be 
more content and happy if your child were 
ftill alive — ^Certainly you would riot — elfe 
your child would not be dead* — ^Afk all fuf* 
fering parents whether children who fisfrt 
thtir fufferings are a comfort or a. burden? 

O ! my dear, good Mrsi B. ! believe me, 
God is a better friend to you — loves you 
more tenderly than Mrs, Sch**, and better 
than a mortal can love a mortal, better than 
any one can cherifh the darling of his heart. 

J^AVATER. 

Nov. 12, 1772. 

To 



. . . ■ ■■' ■ . • ' * ^ii- ■ -■■ • •■•' - 

is Kafepcamp ftin^alii*?; fc teiAffl.iii^ 
friend .?-rTThefe:queftiotwl have, ftequtotlji^ 
put ,to. myfdf-rrA prmtedi^fttrficeilk^ in : 
Y:es !--^: thank you> tJay.hstiisst^r&gr'iSxA 
prjefaccbl I am juft beginfamg to readOtti^ 
tinger's work on the High-priefl:h6o^'«o£ 
Chrift (for I received it but to<fay),"> ind 
wiJl .examine it jSBurly44It firikes:iiie,;liow« 
ever, that the Spirit of conviftion which' Wm 
in Chrift and in St. Paul is not in him. His 
lofty ideas force their way through every 
thing, or rather fall foul on every thing. 
Has this been the method of Jefus Chrift ? 
He brought to light what already exifted, 
built always upon it what found reafon and 

confcience 



XZ JOVXVAL OF A 

confcience would allow 3 combined the new 
doftrines with the old ones, and fhowed the 
analogy of the fonfteiwwith the latter. 

I have, nevcrthelefs, found in Oettinger's 
book great ideas, which, lately, I have partly 
dcteflted myfelf, affifted by the light of God, 
But this is not meant to be a critique. - ^ 
. The third vohune of my^ Views of Eterhiiy 
has been fent toDuifburg, and there awaits 
its fentence froni the honeff, unbiaffed, and 
enlightened Hafencamp. • ' 

I api riot quite well. P***, the darling 
c£ my heart, is with me, and greets our 
hroth'er,: 

Lavater, 



Sunday, 



Sukday;: Nbir. 15, 1772. 



I HAVE (thanks to thee,, my good father 
in heaven !) had a good and eafy nighty and 
my cough has not troubled me in the leaft. 

1 awoke before fix o'clock, and began to 
admire my life, the Providence of God, my 
origin and death, and my future deftiny. — 
I prayed aloud, and filently, with great emo- 
tion. 

It was eight o'clock when I got up ; my 
cough was violent, and ftunned my head* 
ITie bells were juft ringing for church. It 
was fomething new to me to be at home fo 
lonely and fo ftill, during the ringing of the 
bells 5 and every new unufual fituation has 
a very fenfible effeft on niy feelings — a fweet, 
foft melancholy trembled through my breaft 

Preacher and hearers paffed the review 

in 
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in my imagination — ^I myfelf made obferva- 
tions as pr^cher and hearer — was afhamed 
and — pleafed, *^ So-many ufeful things will 
** be heard to-day! Many a thoughtkft 
** miiid will be roufed to refleftioii! Hbw 
^* many hearts, eager to be edified, will be 
** comforted l--^ — How much wickednefs 
•• would be occafioned, promoted, and pro- 
** pagated, if there were no public worfhip^ 
** no fermons ! Why are we fo indiflferent 
'^ to this blifsfal inftitution of Providence ; 
** why ato I, as* preacher, fo infenfible? 
** why, as hearer, fo callous, although I hear 
** in the church which I frequent, in general, 
" very ufeful fermons, which could produce 
^ fuch happy efiefts on my mind ?" 

The bells ceafed ringing: I drank my 
herb tea, and walked half an hour with 
great tranquillity up and down my room. 
The company of my little fon gave me 

great 
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great pleafure. My wife had beep watch- 
ing with her fick fifter. I opened the hew 
edition of the Bible publifhed at Zurich, 
and read the 15th and i6th chapters of the 
firft book of the Chronicles- How much 
did my love for David increafe ! how ftrongly 
did I feel the truth of liis infpiration ! Let 
the heart of them rejoice that feek the Lord! 
Seek the Lord and his ftrength ; feek his fact 
eontinually ! Let the heavens he ghd^ and let 
tJic earth rejoice ! Let the fea roar, and the 
fulnefs thereof! Let the fields rejoice, and all 
that is therein! O! give thanks unto the 
Lord, far he is good; for his mercy enduretk 
for ever / O ! how could I have preffed the 
anointed of God to my bofom, when he fat 
before the Lord, and fpake : Who am /, O 
Lord God, afid what is mine houfe, that thm, 
haft brought me hitherto ? And yet this was a 
fmall thing in thine eyes, Q God! for thou haji 

alfo 
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alfo Jjlioken of thy fervatiis houfe for a great 
while to come^ and hafl regarded me according 
So the eftate of a man of high degree. O Lord 
God! what can David fpeak more to thee for 
the honour of thyfervani? for thou knowefl thy 
fervant ! 

And what fhall / fay to thee, O Lord 
God! on this day? What haft thou done 
for me from my juvenile days to this hour! 
How much more haft thou blefled me than 
many thoufands of' my fellow- creatures! 
How great is the number even of thy mOft 
diftinguifhed blefiings ! How 'much haft thou 
inftrufted me, how jiiuch enlightened and 
improved me, through friends and foes, 
through books and converfation ; how miich 
through thy gofpel ! How much more ferene, 
unbiaffed, and eafy, am I now ! It is true, 
my heart is not always, is not wholly thine ! 
I feek thee, however, with more confidence 

and 
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!ind mote certainty of finding thee wholly ! 
How evidently haft thou heard my prayers 
for knowledge and wifdom ! how much 
more do I now fee iAee in a// things ! how 
much opcijer is my ^ye and my heatt on 
every, even on the moft eternal changes of 
things, to behold tiee, to adore and to love 
thee ! Although I am far diftant from th* 
mark which I am to attain, and perceive 
every day that other affefitions befides th6 
love of Chrift and his beloved creatures are 
£i£tive within me, creep in among my better 
inclination€i, and poifon them; although I 
fiill have great reafon to lament my almoft 
unconquerable indolence^ alas ! particularly 
with refpe£l to prayers, yet I perceive, never* 
thelefs, improvement in faith, in love, and 
in hope, and find it every day lefs difficult 
to fubmit to the omnipotent and befl: will 
of IVovidence, to believe whftt I do not fe^ 
«Ki to love where i am not beloved* 
VoL^lL C O! 
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O ! how much do I rejoice ,at the true 
words of Jefus Chrift : Every branch in me that 
hear eth fruit he purges^ that it may bring forth 
morefiuit. 

I am, however, in many points, not fo 
good as my friends tell me — ^I am, certainly, 
not fo kind, fo modeft, ahd fo moderate! 
God knows, I do not contradifl: them out 
of an afFefted modefly ; I knqw it ; I feel it ; 
I muft confefs it. I am afliamed, but will 
not be difpirited. God has fupported me, 
as yet, more than I deferved j and he will 
continue to fupport me more than^I ever 
fliall deferve ; will know how to accomplifh, 
againft the day of Jefus Chrift, the good 
work he has begun in me. 

The idea of being thought better, by 
others, than I really am, is infupportable 
Jto me. ' O! it is fuch a happinefs to be 
je^jklly what one is believed to be ; to be 
better in the eyes of God than one.appears 

. • . to 
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to meh ; and I will and can not be eafy, till 
I am thoroughly better in the eyes of God, 
than I appear to men. I will, however, 
never feparate from that juft and natural, 
diffatisfaftion with myfelf the faith in the 
future aid of God, the hope that I can ar- 
, -rive to that degree of perfeftion which God 
defires I fhall attain. 

, O ! if I could but pray more frequently 
and fervently! — O! my God! how many 
of thy children may fancy that I ftand whole 
hours before thct{d) by day and by night — 
and> alas ! this is but very feldom the cafe ! 
I know, O ! father, one ftngle moment of 



(</) To dedicate whole days to devotion, to medita- 
tion, reading, prayers, &c. &rc. &c. is rery good, and 
ufeful; but to fpend whole hours in what is properly- 
called praying, is, in moft cafes, neither poifible not ad- 
vifeable, if one fhaU not beconie guilty of vain ttpeti- 
tions, againil which Jeftis Chriil cautions us, Matth. vi. 
V, 7. Editor. 

C 2 filial 
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filial faith is equal in value to a whole dsy 
of verbal prayers (^)- My remiffnefs and 
negligence in prayers is, however, the effe£l; 
of indolence, weaknefs, averfion from thee^, 
and want of knowledge of lore, and of a 
lively fcnfe of thy blifsful amiablenefs* 

How frequently and how long fliall I be 
obliged to repeat this old complaint ? How 
needful is it to me> to fix particular hours 
fpr the -performance of it? becaufe I alway* 



(e) A good aftiQn, acceptable to God, nfeful to our 
bnethrcQ, and peffonned with a fincere hearty is alfp ^( 
much greats value t^aa the longeft verbal prayer whicl^ 
does not incite us to aA> or, which is worfe, pcevents us 
from being uTeM to our fdlbw-creaturest Do not fuffe^ 
thyfdf tq be mified,. my Chriftian brother ty Prayers are 
•dty meMns of promoting piety and re&itude, but never 
xnuft be confounded with them^ He who foilers in his. 
heart the fenfe of his dependance upon God, and, con- 
fbnsing to his fituation and calling, performs the will of 
God cheerfully and willingly, becaufe he knows that it i«. 
the will of God to do fo, prays without intermiflion* } T, 

^flide 
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Aide over this moft important^ moil natural, 
ftnd blefled occupation, till, at night, I can^ 
not refift flfcep, overcome with wearinefs. 

If God bleSes me fo much at prefent^ 
iiow much more capable fliall I render my* 
felf to be blelfed by him, if £ pray mott 
repeatedly and continually (/) 1 

My little fon interrupted me frequehtly 
fey his queftions ; I was, at firft, rather angry 
with him, but did not (hew it, and anfwered 
him always s at length, he and myfelf were 
more fatifified. 

I read, afterwards, in the Odes of Klop- 

ftock, and prayed with him : *^ O ! let me 

■ - ' " " "" ' * ' ■■ ■' 1 1 f i« 

(/) Not only prayers, but alfo ctcry lawful and faith« 
ful application of our abilities and Acuities, of our gifts 
and pofTeiBons, render us capable of attaining a higher 
degree, and a greater meafure, of the bleffings of God. 
Prayer is not to raife us above human nature, but is in« 
tended to render us willing and able to perform the duties 
vrbich are incumbent on us as men» Editor* 

C 3 *^ live 
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" liye, that I may die when I have attained 
** the mark ! that I may not begin my great 
" career beyond the grave, till I have fung 
" triumphantly the hymn that proclaims thy 
" glory ! O ! thou, my matter, who haft 
** taught the greatnefs of God with power 
" divine, fhow me the path which thou haft 
*' trodden, whereupon the holy feers, the 
*^ proclaimers of thy Majefty, fang rapturous 
^ fongs! Show me the career whereupon, 
* at the diftant mark, the palm of viftory 
" is difplayed ; that my confecrated arm may 
*^ take flames from the altar of God, and 
" pour the blazing fire into the hearts of 
** thy redeemed !" 

1 continued my Journal, played with my 
little girl, and then went to dinner. The 
fcrvant came to look for my little fon ; we 
called him, fearched every where, but could 
not find him. I was fcized with anxiety, 

• and 
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and felt bow reluctantly I (bould facrifice: 
him to the will of my heavenly father. I fent 
my fervant out, and fhe found him with his 
mother in the falt-houfe^ whither he went 
without his hat, becaufe he could not find 
her at home, and had not feen her the whole, 
evening, which he was not ufed to. 
' After dinner, I wrote to Frankfort, and 
refumed the Odes of Klopftock. I pafled 
fome of the Odes over, reading over and 
Qver again only thofe which were fublime 
with refpe£t to the fubjeft they were written 
upon : To the Redeemer ; To the Omniprefent 5 
The Contemplation of God ; Hymn on Spring s 
The Merciful', The World-, The Stars : IwiQi 
he had wrote no other Odes, but fuch (though 
even thefe Odes could bear fome more new, 
bright ideas) i none which paint with the 
greateft poetical fublimity, trifling, though 
innocent pleafures. I alfo do not like the 
C 4 faftiion- 



14 jouRNAi or A 

fashionable introduction and revival of the 
old German mythology^ and the language 
of the ancient bards, although mere poetical 
ears may relifh it ever fo much. Such pieces 
will do very well for poetical exercife > they 
ought, however, not to be laid before the 
public, which is fo fond of imitating, by aa 
author whofe great celebrity cannot but be 
feducing. It gaye me great pleafure to ob- 
ferve that the imitation of the ancient bat* 
tie-fong, the drinking-fong, and the lovc-drj^ 
are left out in this excellent colleftipn, and, 
of courfe, as I hope, have been difapproved 
by the pious poet. They were, indeed, quite 
unwanantable pieces, which, certainly, muft 
frequently have made bluih that great author, 
that confidant of the angels. 

My wife came home, and lovingly depor 
fited on my face her mother's and her fifter*s 
bleffing, along with her own. We were 

fitting 
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fftfy^g for foipe time, hand in hand, without 
fpeaking much, thq cough haying fatigued 
pie.-r. — I read, duripg the evening fervicc, 
tlie Epiftle to the Epheiians. Hpw abun- 
dant in fublime ideas, in great hints> as^ 
excellent {nftruSions, is this epiftle! — Ge4 
ffos ckofen us before the foundation of the worlds 
that we/hould be holy and mthout blame befor$ 
jkim in love. How infinitely much do thefe 
words imply ! What phjlofophfBr frop? Eaft 
^o Weft has ever fpokcn that |angu?ige? 
Are there any where elfe to be found ex^ 
p^efiions, ideas, hints, and inftru£tiQns, fo 
important, and fo abounding in hidden 
knowledge (^) ? fo know what are the riches 

of 



[g) Although the fubfequcnt apoftolical ui{tru£liont 
and precepts are very true and excellent, and worthy of 
an inftruftor of hunxan-kind, yet I muft caution thee, 
jChriftian reader, againfl the erroneons idea, that the 

word^ 
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9f the glory of God's inheritance in the faint s^ 
and wJiat is the exceeding greatnefs of his fiower 
to us ward who believe — The church (thefociety 
of all thofe who have become good men through 
Chrijl) is the body of Gody the fulnefs of him 
that filleth all in alL Gody who is rich in 



words of the Gofpd fignify whatever they can fignify, 
or that every fcntence of the Bible is an inexhauftibk 
fource of lingular ideas and revelations in religious mat- 
ters. This would be the fureft means of rendering the 
Qofpel a very obfcure and myflerious book. If thou 
wilt underftand the Holy Scripture, then do not aikf 
What meaning may be found, or can I fndy in this fen- 
tence or paffage ? I rather wY)uId advife thee to aik. How 
could (for example) St. Paul^ who was a learned ^<pw, . 
how could the Ephefians, &c. &c. &c. the new-con- 
verted Chriilians- from the Jews and Heathens, underftand 
it ? If thou, at the fame time, art better inftrufted, then 
diveft ihofe paffages which found rather ftrange of the 
Hebrew garment they ftiU wear in our tranflations. Thuj 
thou wilt find (for example) that — ^to know what are the 
riches of the glory of God's inheritance in the faints- 
can have no other meaning, but — ^to know what great 
advantages Chriftians have over other people. 

mercy^ 
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mercy, for his great love zvherewith he loved us^ 
even when we were dead in fins y has quickened 
us together with Chrifty and has raifed us up 
together^ and made us fit together in heavenly 
places through Chrifi Jefus — that in the ages to 
come he might fliow the. exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindnefs towards us through Chrifi 
Jefits — fVe are God's workmanfiiijiy created in 
Chrifi Jefus unto good works, which God has 
before ordained, that zvejkould walk in them.--^ 
Through him %ve both h(ive accefs by one fpirit 
unto the Father — fFe are no morefirangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, 

and of the houfehold of God fVe mufi be 

framed unto a holy temfile in the Lord Unto 

the principalities and powers in heaven Jhoiild be 
known by the church the manifold wifdom of 

God. fVe mufi be rooted and grounded in 

love, that we may be able to know the love of 
Chrifi which paffeth knowledge, that we might 

be 
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beJUkd wkh all tkefullnefs of God. God is 

able to do exceeding abundantly above all we 

afi or thiuL Tliere is one body^ one Jjfiiritj 

§ne hope of our calli$igy one Lordy onefaithy one 
kaptifm^ one God and Father of ally who is above 
uUy and through ally and in ally therefore we 
fiidll endeavour to keep the unity of the fjiirit in 
the bond of peace. 

We fliall all come in the unity of htowledgt 

nnto a perfeSt man, up to the meajure of the 

fiatwre of the fulnefs of Chrifl.—We fhalt be 

right eouSy we fkall kujband the truth in love. — 

fVe fliall be kind and merciful-^forgive each 

other y as God has forgiven us for Chrijtsfake.—* 

IVefhall be followers of Gody as dear children^ 

walk in love ; facrifice ourfelves one for another 

fo Gody as the Son of God has facrificed himfelf 

for us. We fliall be a light of God— under* 

fianding what the, wiU of the Lord is — andy 

full of his Jpirity be ufeful and give pleafure td 

one 
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&He another y i^'i^g thanks always for all to Godi 
Jkall fubmit ourfehes to ont another in the fear 
of God. Wejhall love our wives and hufbands^ 
as the Son of God loveth t»en^ who are of hit 
flefh and of his bones. All infincerity af hearty 
as if done to the Son of God. — We fhall alway$ 
look uj) tmto the Lord of heaven, with whim 
there is no re/pelf of ferfons. 

O ! my heart ! how could'il thou ever read 
thefib pafTages, thefe exprefiions^ without be^ 
ing fenfible^ that this is the language of the 
moft fublime truth 5 the voice of him whde 
work thou art, and whom thou never canflr 
porceive more fweetly aad happily^ than 
when thou, in loving thy brethren and fifters 
iincerely and difinterefledly> loveft him who 
gives life unto every thing— £f^ one that is 
of the truth heavethy underjlandethy and fol'- 
hwetk the voile of God. I wrote an ode, 
intitleti, My Exigence -, then continued my 

Journaljj. 
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Journal, remained feme time longer in pri- 
vate, and afterwards fat a few minutes with 
my mother. I was called away ; read feme 
tender and kind congratulations which quite 
piade me blufh, and returned an anfwer 
nearly in thefe words : ** O ! ye loving and 
^ beloved friends, you are too kind ! I dare 
*^ not accept your kindnefs, till I can fhow 
^ myfelf to you in my real form, 'till nothing 
^^ is left within me that endeavours to con- 
^ ceal itfelf from you ; then only I fliall -be 
^ deferving of your love and. your good 
'' wifhes/' 

Some friends came to fee us — We read a 
few of Klopftock^s odes ; difcourfed on the 
caprice and the diffatisfaftion of children. 
Converfation with fuperiors and inferiors is 
particularly beneficial to them, becaufe they 
ufe themfelves to become fenfible, that fu- 
periors and inferiors ftand in the fame pre-. 

dicaments 
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dicaments with themfelves. (f I fend my foa 
to the public fchool for, almoft, no other 
reafon, but to make him more fociable ; to 
train him up to affociate with men, although 
he fhould learn nothing elfe there ; nay, evefi 
if he fhould (as I have not the lead doubt) 
learn many improper and bad things. This 
evil feems to me not to be compared to 
ihynefs, that dreadful bane of fociable plea- 
fure — to a difpofition to defpife and to avoid 
human fociety. Individual bad difpofitions 
and faults which his mind may be tainted 
with, and which, generally, (how themfelves 
while in the bud, at leaft foon after they 
have taken pofleflion of the mind, can more 
cafily be removed by degrees, when they are 
perceived, than the dreadful inclination of 
the whole character to man-hatred, morofe- 
nefs, and roguifh fuUennefe. Befides, I think 
it alfo ought not to be neglefted, and ever 

to 



^Z IdtJRNAt OF A 

to be kept in view by thofe who write oh 
education, and make a prbfcffion of edu* 
eating chiHren, as it ought to be the conftant 
cbje£l of all |ireachers and moral writers, 
fiat we mufi take the world as it is, and that 
we cannot alter its order and regtdation. The 
fituations and conne£Uons in which we are, 
may be good or bad; they are always as 
tihey are. It would, therefore, be fooliih tQ 
endeavour to alter them ; and if one cannot 
do that, to feclude and tear one's felf fronl 
them. Men and children muft, confequeritly, 
be trained up to behave prudently, and to 
a£l right in tkofe fituations which cannot be 
altered ; children, therefore, muft not be ufed 
to be gentle and virtuous only in prhatg 
and at home ; one muft not fancy to educate 
them well, if one fecludes them from the 
fceiety and noife of children ; they alfo muft 
IjBam and ufo themfelves to be good among 

the 
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the had^ becaufe it is impoflible to prevent 
them from mixing with the bad. If they 
(hall become wife and happy, then they 
muft acquire a moral firmnefs and felf-coth 
Jijiency of their own, which is entirely inde- 
pendent upon and free from authoritative 
infpeftionj but this they cannot acquire by 
means of any artificial education whatever./ 
I perufed Oettinger's work on the High- 
priejikood of Jefus Chrijl [h). A few, however. 



(b) Not having read OettingePs works, I neither can 
nor dare judge of their deferts. They arc, however, ac* 
cording to the teftimony of judicions- and impartial men, 
very myfterious, and partly imintelli^ihk ; I fh^- of 
couHc, never read them ; and the fame advice I would 
give to all unlearned Chriftians. He whocatinbt fpeiid 
much time with readtngi and is no^t y^^^ they com^ionly 
call, a man of letters, ought to be very .cautious in thp 
choice of his books, and to read only thofe Which he can 
cafily underftand, and s^ply to hisihliruSion and im- 
provement. Whatever is moft eafily underlloQKl in fcrip- 
ture is always the moft ufeful and important. Editor. 

Vol. 11; D bW 



^4 JOURNAL 0*r A 

tiy for not fufficiently digefted grclt ideas 
excepted, I hiave found very little in it; left 
tfeah the worthy Hafencarrip, whofe iind'ef • 
ilariding and heart is, in every other refpe£t, 
io/ound, gave riiei reafon to expeQ. 

Btit why does my heart feel fo little fetifJ- 
iaftioh at being quoted by Oettinger, a miri 
fi> generally efteemed ? Why can I not help 
jfeeiing IToihe fecret uneaiinefs, tnalaife, dnd 
ah obfcure difpleafure, which feems to be 
afraid oF mylelF, and For that very reafon 
pifleS quickly by, when I fee my name 
printed by that of Oettinger and Senge/ ? Is 
this vanity? childifli fear to be laughed at 
as a follower of them ? — and, yet, my heart 
tells me, that they are hoheft> pious, and; 
lb many refpefis, deferving and aftive men ; 
tells me audibly, that, in fpite of the fame 
i^hlch my llile has procuried me, I do nol 
^come up with them^ neither in jpiety nor in 

meek- 
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iheekneffs ; that they have thi concerns of 
God', bnd of the kingdom 4>f tQhrift, mosfe 
« heart than inyfdf, flotwfthftandSng the 
v(reakher&, {>e<ciifiadty, and tdbiTcttrity, which 
inky ap^^^ in Iheir Writings and'chara^^) 
that I tavllt lay afide a |<y«fit many tiling 
aiMl (a^ brother llarenc«)»p: i&dlabnfflieb' me 
with fo ftsach frat^iual Jcindn^rs) ^t ImJ 
clfHiife miyjelf frm ali fih^ufi'of ^ ']fii^ md 
J^i if) in the World b etMidv Wbete th« 
fearc^ olThdartdicerta&dy w^ mstlcieknowti 
&eir vktttei, dnd einbtaizd tbtfrA With tadiant 
lights I fiiaH^ ift their (ocUiif^'iii&eiisif ^> 
light ift their tmfd o\k iSM. O LiM ! ^inf« 
thy teart firem ^ the^reg^ 6^ vtilii1)r, '«diii. 
feeiti aod fotd-poifwiiiig' ehvyi-MiW^ *A^ 
tM XbVejftiri ikauis'^a bikMtUe, Lirdt 
F*** ictohej ttld wis flMJ t* ffi&l i» fe 
focldibfy-iubd peacefully iflfeRiH>M^. WlQxi^ 
of Mfsl'D. and her m Itnh^ mmBt>li\^ 
about fhe Iof« of ^er didy iSm, imtti^^ 
•* Pa on 
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on earth. I thought that if one mort cpirto- 
lary = attempt of eonfoling her fliould be 
made, it would be beft not to fay much 
more op that heady and not to comfort hei 
exprefsly a!nd direftly; beeaufe her grief 
would then, perhaps, fooner abate. — One 
can, indeed, frequently render grief more ua- 
conquerable by applying confolations which 
do not ftrike home. People who are much 
affllded at a real nnsfbrtune^ which cannot 
be retrieved, 'twill no't be comforted '^ be'cauib 
they find a kind of pleafure in abandoning 
thcmfelves to their melancholy^ Every di-^- 
reft attempt to tear them from tbe^r luxu^ 
rious grief is a kind .pf violence againft 
which their heart revolts . . . . • P*** told me 
that he was going to preach from the wordsj^ 
Who maketh thee to differ from another "f and 
what haft thou that thou didft not receive ?-*• 
Wc , cannot refleft.toQ-mjichqon.the idea, 
that wh»tcy«r \ve feave has been received. 



We rcl God m the full fenfe of the word, 

if we confiderthe kaft thing in the world 

as our own worfc ; for it is literally true, in 

the fuUeft fenfe of the word, that we are not 

fufficient of ourfelves to think any thing as of 

ourfelvi^s-y bj^ pur fujiciency is cf Gad. It is 

€ne of tiie chara£teriftics of the fickly mode 

of interpretation, peculiar to our, in many 

refpeiis, jas much as poffible unpbilofophic^l 

century, that we call to our aid, and lavifli 

grammar and lei^ifjg, ifi order to confine the 

moft general truths to a local fenfe, becaufe 

they have, perhaps, b^en applied by Jefug 

Chrift, or his apoftles, to 2l Jiarticular cafe; 

and that we treat with a kind of contempt 

thofe who do not degrade ^ general truth to 

a heal one, becaufe it has been applied to 

a particuLfr Qafe !!!(/) 

' ' " ■ We 



(i) Should it adfo be unphlfofofhlcmt^ if one endeavours 

lo afiign to erery fcripturnl paQage zjixed fenfe, adapted 

D 3 ^o 
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We happened to difcourfe on the fublime 
fcntence of St. Paul, All are pur\\ ye are 
ChrtJFsj and Chrifi is God's: God has deli* 



to the rules of the language, to the purport and the con- 
nexion of the difcourfe, and the individual fituation of 
the auditor, and refufes to make evisry thing 6i every 
thing ? In the paffage, IVe are not Juffictent of ourfdveiy 
Sec. &c. &c. the apoftle fpeaks evidently of himfelf and 
Kis fellowapoiUes, and of their ability to adminifter the 
fun^ons of the evangelical miniilry. Why then fhould 
we not explain that pafTage to that purport ^ but apply it 
to a matter which, though cver-fr^'i\«c, i« quite foreiga 
%o the obje6k in viewj Certainly^ none will prefume ta 
deny that we derive all our abilitiea and faculties from 
God, and that he alone prcferves them ; and he who feeb 
9nd believes this iincerely cajmot pof&bly b^ proud* Bun 
does it follow thence, tha^ we can do nothing at all with 
the faculties which God has granted us, if he does' not 
continuaBy influence us in an immediate and miraculout 
manner f ** We apoftles (St. Paul fays in the paflkge 
quoted above) << have not ourfclves invented the do6brine 
« we are preaching, but it has been revealed to us by 
** God/' Dare we, now, conclude from that, that all 
our good thoughts are derived, lu^kntfitmemamier^ and 
in atitfamfenfey from God| and confequcntly are divine 
nvelations? £• 

vcred 



vjered every thing to Cbrift, Chrift to his re- 
depmed ; and Yet every q»e i^tains his fight J 
What Gq^ poffeffes is Chris's ; what Chriljt 
poffeire3 is the prpperty of ^lis jv^iole. cpa- 
^regation {k). Q Gq<J ! o|)^^ qur ,<py??, tjia^ 
y/^ may jcdoy?' 9pr r^lff^ty^ Vf^d vhfjt we thf ^ 
ji^phe? pf pQd's pheritsnc^ jn tl>^ ^«]Js ! 



^i) Ca^ ihis pof9gC| if i»rf «i |»»^qftbp y^th thp 
preceding and fuI:|fequeBt words, havp any qthcr mqinine; 
thani I$o not adhere, m a ficKifmatiau manner, to i^dy 
individual teacher of the gofpel : da not «l>oa& of oqs 
^fof^ iji fu^a ra^^ffiCf lipt .yp dffyf^^tlg ^^ aiid^alie. 
nate yourfelves from tjjcm": be not ye, therefore^ iervanu 
of men. Ail h ytmr^t : ' wiatevcr CSod ^pedct and per- 
fwms AlPHgh JI8 fc9l^. to yq^r hfgggpcSf} ^anjl j<ju c;^ 
and ought to profit hf wff^ever yt 2!f^^ ^i ^» jal- 
though our gifts anJ keEveiy (hould differ ever b mttctif 
Te are Chrt/Ps : his difciples, his property ; and not dii^ 
ciples, nor fervants, of Paul or Cephas, or any mortal 
whatever. Chrjfi is Qod*s : he himfelf is the ambaflador 
of God, who taught and executed oiily what God has 
ordered him to teach and to perform ; and who did not 
feek his own glory, but that of his heavenly Father. £• 

D 4 Before 
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Before fupper I was alone for a little 
while. My cough was very violent; the 
excretion had a tafte of blood. This recalled 
the idea of death ftrongly to my mind. 
Gentle, filial fubmiffion wreftled with a fe- 
cret wifh to live longer, and to execute firft 
this and that on earth. I would not fee 
what I was^ nor what I had performed; 
but what I could have performed, what I 
ought to have been, O God ! how humble 
ought I to be? 

I fupped with my parents, was eafy in 
my mind; yet I melted feveral times into 
tears at the idea, if I were to wafte mjr 
vital powers with coughing. 



Monday^ 
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Monday, Nov. i6, 1772. 



At breakfaft I communicated to my vvift 
the preface oi Oettinger's wodc on the 
High'piefihood 0f CAri/f. « I (hould be glad- 
((he faid) '* if they would write of you nci* 
ther bad nor good !"^ 

I wrote a few trifles; iettled fome oeco- 
nomical concerns with my wife*; and begged 
P***, who called on me, on paffing nqr 
houfe, to fupply my place in the houfe of 
Orphans. I requefted him^ at the fame 
time, to fearch for fomething among my 
papers: he could not find it immediately. 
Impatience began to be ftining within me : 
the fame happened lo me a, quarter of an 

hour 
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botir afterwards, when I was vexed by my 
fervant. I compofed the hymn for the Or- 
phans, and then reftcd half an hour on my 
bed, occupied with different refle£tions. I 
rofe at nine o'clock^ and finifhed my Journal 
of yefterday. Then I received a letter from 
^goojr perfon whom } knew, ai^d yfhf> w^s- 
?¥f ^^^}^y^^^:. He beljleyed tp h^ve 
«^^d^ m^^ pr : to h«^v^ ^eejn jp^Lumniate^^ 
Jb^cauib. I h^d jaot.e^i^red after him fpr 
fome time. I determine^ tp Y^^^ ^9 }^^ 
yfifj^o^t^^lfy^pj^tj^^ was 

^piog.to sead ,tbe ^iftlp to tjijs Pjifljippi^ij^ 

fir^?rf 4 f^.K %^? .^ M^ >: ^^^ ^^w. J* #f 

fS9^r: •*l^]gi>'fs ff^r%i^?.gJ^!t^t,pkafxxr^^ 
«^ fvjffe xj^caja^np^ .^ ^ Wf ti?i%.' *9 ^?^^ ^ 
-^411 ^ xvfjf ^wj^, ^^ ?¥^irply fybn>it to t^ 
will «f J^vi^l^jvf©.. J\i^ Jgfs I vyl], thp Hef^ 

good; 



good ; or, rather, to the rhoke of what is 
good ; the more I fubmit implicitly in thif 
refpecl to every call of Providence; th« 
more eafy, the more evidently hjeflfed, ^^Ir 

Ox^ half of my Serniops op Jon^ were 
returned to me by the Cettfupei:^ with aaj 
approl>»tiw5 apd my M9ni^n]>\fw S?rvm/i 
by 9 friend q[ ipipjs, alo^^g wkji ^i^ rems^rk^ 
{^id additions^ ^^hich I f6\md very y^^pful Bf^^ 
proper^ and Infiantly mjrert€4 tMpd ina^e u(^ 
of/ 

^fjfs A***<:a^aae tp fee-ipe, oomplain^ng 
g^jly }aj)4 Jpfldeij^y^ wjl^ t;e^5 i^ h^ eye^ 
9f 4h^ cprppreal ^|k1 <nQ^ di^rder of hcf. 
p^uiH^ S^^ il^id till Hpon : { e^ckavoufp^ 
to cbp*f. her up, ag4 ^o fn^yre her wit^ 
fftith w<i,od llwQiuii^ M^ i» n><^«- » 

A parcel, i^atain^g the fecond part o^ 
my treatife on Phyfiognomy, arrived froa| 
|^ip;5ig. I flJways tremble w^hen I fee. a 

new 
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new publication of mine. My writings pro- 
duce quite a different efFeft on me when 
phted than when manufcripts-; I alfo view 
them in a light entirely different. 

Iran the treatife over, read the preface 
and the annotations ; was frightened at fome 
leaves which through negleft had been Ipft 
blank ; wrote fome letters, and went to dip- 
ner.r— We fpoke of Mr. Schmiedlin, who is 
21 ; of the lofs his congregation will fuffer, 
if he fhould die ; and how much they de* 
ferve to have a worthy man in his room, if 
that event fhould happen. He is, indeed, 
a worthy and kind gentleman. I cannot 
value his mufical talents; have, hqwever, 
keard fome of his compofitions with the 
^eateft emotion. His Duji to dujly &c, &c. 
&c. I have already befpoke for my deakth- 
t>ed- 

A citizen's wife brought me, after flinper, 

a letter 
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a letter from her poor huftand, who wants 
fome affiftance for carrying on his profeffioiu 
I could give her little hope; promifed to 
fpeak to my father^ and to fend her an 
anfwer^ — My father gave me fomething for 

her. ^I continued my Journal, and fent 

ibme copies of my Eflays on Phyfiognomy 
abroad. My wife brought my little girl to 
me-^The little, innocent, lovely child! — 
Who gave her that innocence and lovdi- 
nefs? For how many millions of children 
has the Father of all beauty, innocence and 
lovelinefs in (lore ? 1 my God ! who 
could ever take a child on his arm, and 
bear the horrid idea which once I have 
heard exprefled in a fermon ; Little children 
are an abode of the devils f. Our .Saviour can,, 
certainly, not wiih us to become fuch an 
abode, when he defires us to become chU- 
drenH! 

I read 
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I read tlie Epiftle to the PhiUppiam. f 
tfrifh 1 cbuld always trahifbribe thofc paf^ 
feges, ideasv iahd expreflidii^, which ftfikd 
hife particalAtlJr, ahd appe-ii- to me ib 'defertef 
i {)e€faliar tfefteCtten, Indeed, we flcip drcf 
A gfea¥ xfeai that is of the higheft hnj)6rlahce; 
4nd teiig^ td iiApfovfe bur C^tpM ir^. 
lloW imjid^tant are, for ex^pie, tkc fol* 
BwilA^^x^tieiQJoiis and feirtiments j and how 
ihtich ^6Wd they refine our moral taftci ^ 
"i^^ dM nbl teaA them with fo little atteri* 
t?oto : So hfiftcercy and ^thcfut t^n^, fill /fc 
'ithyof ^fiJi--^-^hiing fitted with the fruits ^f 
fl^%tdu/afs, 'whtch 'aire by yeJjKs Chfi/t, untv tlk 
iUVj And 'pHi/h of i^ad-^-^^-'If 'only Ghrl/t & 
pifick^d Wery kviere*, ^ %e vniy ii^ itia^ijB^ 
% ihy 'b't/^'y *ufket^er it ie 'by life or itdtk—n 
Wty io iivl fe i^krfft, 'and to die is pit^,'*evhic'k 3 
/Aj^^^^H^-^OLbrd! L^fdl'niaj^'tliisliiirih 
this fimplicity, and this pure, amiable ieSi^, 

animate 



animate all thy fervarits; animate niy foul, 
infpirfe me- whenever I aft, fpeak, writfe'^ 

J)ray, fuffer, hottbur, anfl am honoured. 

There ai-e moments when I fency to have i 
rigfet to repeat thefe words of the apoftie*si 
with application to hiyfelif; -I ain, however^ 
ftiil friglitcne'd when I look up t6 the glo'r^ 
'sfrid kive of Jefus Chrift. — IVherever / vwi 
'((ays the heavfenly truth) my fervdnt and fo% 
U^erfiall be too. 

I cannot efteem, admire, and lovb, too 
)nuch> that man who could write to peoplfe 
who formerly were immerfed in ignorance 
and vice ^ Unto you it is given, in ike behalf of 
Ckrifi^ not only to believe in kirn, but alfo to 
ft§er for his fake. 

In lowlinefs of mind, let each efteem others 
better than fhmfelve^. Let this mind be'm 
ym, which was alfo ih Chrift Jefus! 
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Be blamekfs and harmlejsy as the fons of 
God, without reiuke, in the midji of a crooked 
and Jierverfe nation, among whom ye Jhtne as 

lights in the world! Rejoice in the Ltnrd 

ulway ; and again IJayy rejoice ! — --Let your 
moderation be known unto all men ! — Be fateful 
far nothing ; but in every thing by prayer and 
in fufplicationy with thank/giving^ let your re* 

fuefis be made known unto God! The peace 

of Godf which pajfeth all underjiandingj fkdtt 
keep your hearts and minds ^ through Chrifi 

Jefus Whatjoever things are lovely^ think 

M thefe things The grace of our Lord ^efuf 

Ckriftbe^withyouall. Amen. 

How can we minifiers, how can I, who 
am a minifter of the gbfpel, read the jg^bod 
and Indifferent defcriptions of good' and 
imgodly minifters, without being fehfibly 
aflfeaedf AU of them feek their ozvn, not the 

things 



f MjiiH! to ^wHW Vuif^ dm tmf yoUfi^ ^ Sit 
fijwnlffidWf Md' pcHt^' mddc' cthtfdriki^li iifiidr 
Jfr.-iftlMV*' ^I fo/f^U tkipi tmi^ iiB^tn aft wV 
l^imS- mn teacBlg, fifth ltiu& tlhji fShtp 

ilWtmf dkciutt, if tWi^ (!Np if' €Xtgfy tM^ P€B^ 

tad d^nStioHy for thtf mind eartkfy tiSf^, 

iafi Higily acaied iim^. tout giveipMm « imm» 
vMRw-xC ilMVIl'^^M^ MMRF}' fhM if 'nil ifHSHt'if 
Jj^ eliery knee j^mU^ow, <^t)uHgi k iefvm, 
mt thiagt. •K^^earth], mUd eii\a^ tan^ /M» 
^f, iltdrikJi^'CWiil^l foiteforyof 
Opd'tie fyfitf „";:■',. . 

Alas! how dare tvt mfoifhthr, fb void of 

CiiMt aiul'£[> ne^e^ o^ him» U(t<ttpour 

-Vol,. 11. E ^es 



eyes by tib? fide q£j^^ apoftl^ii, {^l)o^ v^t\ 
ipfpired^by Chrift(/)^ In vaw y^iiUvtl^ wlyilt. 
warld» and .1^^ jnoft . enli|;hteii0d geoj^ifi^s^ 
1)e afbamed of, the . name^ \pf\yQhrifr9 wheii, 
Chrift Jbimiielf is.'viplentiy preffe^.fg^ 
it wej^e), atici placed upon an. en^^qenpc^stf. 
If JhaU ic} and I will not ^i^lojk fHy\i^ -^ 4^ 
)jps handJtaUmi^ he. numbed b^or^J^lus Cir^ 
Aas ie^n. glorified m my body ^ it.J^e /<?r >/sfe.,«r, 
deatk{m)i :* ; \v . -. \ y. ■ v ^\ ■^■ *: .• . ; im:^ 



* (/}, Tiu^^p^E^e^cQA^ii lOMch i^t^>u^ at the Sna^ 
time, fome vague ideas, which cafily may be miiapplied«^' 
Whodrei' prcacHss the goFpcI rf Ch^i' whoever, tite 
him, endeay0|i» with fincerity^ hefurt t^ prQpigiite t^^^ 
virtue, and honefty, is not a minifter void of Chrifi, thou^ 
he has hot continu^y the namie of jdTus Chrift on hisl^'' 
We find itt;die go%d long £pccdM4£^Ciki&f «iid Wliol»: 
appftolical eg^d^ wh^r^ Ivii 9^j^ kuc/^. i&.AOi* 
tioned? And who is ignorant that m the wridngs of die 
apoftles the name of Chrift frequently mddiviibd^ d^ 
buttheChnftiando£bri^e; .£, ,, • ■ 

(nt) Can this mean any thing ^e, than to fuffinr fijr 
ChHft'ftj&ke.tDMBM ipH^fit mdtieome f Ai^ 

-. ■ 5 .1. r..Vli, 
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- linroto a»ftnfwer to tke^kiiiter I^hpd i^e«* 
tinsred m : the /morning. I ^ou)4 Uyr rv^iiik 
the greateft ♦ wriwity, . that , wthingr ibut ^poyt 
inability ;Was tlike.^Afpn .why I: h9^% vnot 
^fiifte4 hiitt atyJooginfj ,aii4[ftieAio4 to hayi^; 
fi»|^ him^-r^I wa^ ^uite jS}^4t; for a quarter 
^fian hour» nveditatin^ .oii tb^/declisimg jfltatie; 
of theology in? Qentaiany, r 2(u4: fighing to my. 
heavtoly mafter*: JP^^*^<aflW^.;,:Ir)i?egg?4; 
him to flay with/fne, an^j.yh^ . confeQted;} 
We tead the fe^nd ;iind'thi];d Epiftle of 
Sl^Johki; and; afterwaids ajtn^of. Benlbn, 
iij^e Bntifh'T1:ifio\qgicz\:M9&V^ on.ljhe 
r(^di4fied Saints,, who^.afte^/th^ refttrre£tion: 
of Chrifl:^;:appesa]re4 to tpany Q^irifiian9; at, 
Jeruiai^m.. JX appeared to u$ pot A^ci^ntly . 

i%it |uft ifgamft ovr duty to dimw fuffinrifl^-#aiitoplj ito4 
fiq^-cibty upon ourfelves? One can, indeed, be a good, 
C&riffian witlfout fuffenng' as a Cbrifian. Piety has, itt' 
our times, morttiiaii iatlMiie ^f the iqpoftlei».t]w|inNBiIe> 
•f the life that now is* £• 

-K . E 2 proved 



pr&v<eA' 1%* ^f kii« b4wn Mene Gkriftliins 
wfiK) hdrbnt \Mtty 6ie^t mA ^t,'wMm» 
ibeir feeiiig tnown, thtf imprdSoo^ w^uott^ 
thtk npp^szHtJe wmiM ha^ producfid nttftr 
have been fititit^; bticattfe Ic l» «vidMii^ 
that Mofes- atnd: fi&w h«v» htttt vtfedgkii^ 

dthottgh' thej Ikd^ bM» ^a^' rifiu^ hufidte^ 
yeiars, and, conf^uent^ have never b«o» 

feeft hy ^ a)Miy«». Benibn i»ii dittgont 

e^kumtbr <^ the- fcnf»ttM, ttut oniy: a 
otontaoDi Itibdttrer^ jr^a terytt^iAil ktboitrtki: 
in ibe exegeficil foieaoe ! H«w link ftet 
inf^dbeshe, however, ihow! r>i«oolleJISiisd». 
onr thii oceai^fi, to ha^ read- iii Ibe Kefhddki 
fdHthr Ett^ebiu» give» of GhHft's letter w 

IfXS^mnJlSi lllal lUC apOluC IrlUIQQdlS IS laio 

toliafvtt told'lliat'klng, thatGhTfft(6ainefirod»^ 
lieavtib quite alone, and returned <6 it iii 
comfNinyjc^. may tltoufiu^ 

LPT- 



Mwup^ouun^^* ^ 
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711: Btair Mw: »k:;:i y. i.:^;;; 

l'^i£L joqt'dcnp Hamt yoat Xu&ringi i5M 
wipdakadd]: jlnafrHiRit g»a:)iam sot SfA: 

chief points of my letter. You.)m»ft ififft 
-fliMiibe in^elrted «iMir^$ ;anid^ i£^ Acbld 
fnpte ^MUcceMil^ then I ;fl(aH^iCttrt&ioI]l!t 
jgrae ^mth'yoiu Aet jba arerin^oiilbfaaite. ' 
/ V!i>n muft 'begin ito JitlB^S iiqNni^ jand to 
fdm up^ Ifaeiqimfaniefs ipqnefiifiiDiii yt\k^ 
God has beftowed on you, and fiiil conlfr- 
nues da^y to beftow. While you add only 
ta the fcale of fufferings, and refleft only 
JE 3 upon 



upon ihemy you are unjuft to God, and in- 
capable of being comforted. My difconfo- 
late friendl ycM-aUb&ait^i'citidhed no an- 
swer to the affertion of our common friend, 
Mrs. ***, that God- poflfeffes more than he 
can give to individuals — more power, mort 
wifdom, and infinitely moi€ Itnkf^ thati any 
one of your * friends can have and receive 
firomvHum^What nn^ ]Pi»^citfpeaifioAl/tlie 
pkj lfaacfiii^er;i«grlcah-(ati8i^ yjaiarV. Ckukiis 
^iami'$iApttnaQieandA TbiblyDMjhzf&mat 
iftMbfidemd;-oY .rj)j:.i vm id p.in'a.ii 'tc.ir.'^ 
i>r i^ijtiuftil^eiakfte: yoii^ 'mtlK^ 
Do: iior)faii€]0 that i: aoiijd^ficelihgj-rricaqi 
feniibld(>faf ';yoii]^imileiy>rtrIf lyouj! ihowtrv^ 
i^ifk for /cemfdrt^; thenil Gq» ^cbid imuft fttej) 
«yau only tb-4iie/pa!tlaD vritttBuponi St isj i toi b^ 
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tjiii Ij.1.'.=?.> f?y^fl t^t'itu\ V. ■• no ,.-£/ ;; - ^ir: 

IaC3ANSfa1^ii£Ht ibme t6i!!n»kitble fcenes 
efi^this dsqr^vl^iAuft/however^ rebiailc^ for 
d«0^csof iii^o^m' yRiiteadosi> tkat I have 
tmH^g;0d^;3re»y''4nikib^ Und have been vei^ 
ii^ » axf bbrr wi& Ibmie friendsi wh6 
iflfifttfd tikiar fimi^^^erfefi^ whdtn^^they met 
ih nJF iibtifi^ tl«»t kfindare^that I fancied 
tcrdefeod limdMM^» vtdd thus wounded tbff 
beaitaoF my. tntMh more innocent friends. 
Vin 'die^ievening^ I reoeiyed- « letter from- 
iMe^Mhy^KMm^, of Xhidelheim. This 
fick and afflicted honeft man iiitide me Uufli 
bgr his ttfolgiitefiil friendfhip. i Imagmed 
to hare feoit him the third volume of my 
• E 4 Ficws 



Vkws of Eternity t which he was fo de&oui 
to have $ and the worthy, poor man bujt it> 
from a df^ X^^^mt^Ms^ for W» 
journey to the next world. Such miftakio 
and negleds, on my .pait, have canted me 
already much grief. I confole myfel^ bow^ 

. n^'MiniMi A?^ltflr«r YritM* tii;U» 

/M'^in^^ ^hfit» ill preiMiti tfpptwip^o wMntt! 
trmPwifimnfimM JiQtt9iii;iii.«he cgrw of 

%^perijw:iHliitg»xFW pWHtoAs "ttlt whtlfc 

D>« ifipuratimi flf jAeifficlBKi fiom tl^: 
rfghtRP^ Slifir |itiliaf^ttioil.itQ ApiMti a£ 

- ..: , tortttw^ 



Imliiin) bbonous ckroupatkn^ and cold, 
and fuch like things, may, indeed, at pnefent, 
i^peait tt»* n« mifktmrf pm^tmMt^ and ^t 
natuMl^ originate fvpn^ ^ ^vmivi/ and ^^ 
4ni/4d9p9fitiDii'of man; which are ciofelf 

' JCbdirdUion<)f4Hirbai^ certaififiM^f 
9Bd!hQia0gencMis fabftinces may render 1(4 
imbiDdalun >la tlie Tvedr ft clifiies ^'4he ^iinS^ 
^mi/kmrnrnKij and this rdation iMJ cfaneAf 
depoUhimoiir ntoial diipdfitipa, and^n Jhtf 
iittpMffiQiis -whicht iiera beia#, hmre b Jen 
imjntetad^^bgr umr pafiiona jmd •a£)iioiii,''d« 
li^|'ijB4t'<rf:i>iif ixitiffJwrfckiik ta be ioii- 
tnortalw: .'•.: .\i\^}-\^[i^*'. 
i 'i «at ndtlier feoced that ^ifc^^PfieRhy hmui 
|^M«ot[4o:have'i|iuleeiftoad^iny pli^'tiiat£ 
cancemkig ihe piiniftim»Mis^o#^ wicked, 
M^^ Jaai^ has^jM^ difeoverad it k his letter. 
(|f<>thlQ|f vejte^ flje jM)ire jtfeM rnifijnderlbind* 
ing, or net underft^adifig, my ffpinions, when 

they 
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fii&f bm. rqpicfentdi (b plainly^ and .wkh fb 



•.-rr: 



ic: 



jBiiefcfimpliciljr.ii />/: . . 

j-;Pi51f^* brcmghfcmt tfaatvohime cfftthitlfmi 

ctMiUkia the' criticiim on ny-iS^^'SiMinMi^ 
Having read already the Review^ lididool 
read it qtiite through, i was fenfibfy affe6bd 
}iy kme p^£biges which I had Qverlodked^ 
«C;ftrft» certainly ior no other rea&ia.but bo^ 
faiofe I had blufbed ieveral times>.aiid waf 
Kry.iK^ucb difpleafed with ibme jremiiriu4- .d) 

:4 have, ipde6d^ wronged. the authorjof 
U^t^critidim^. and am ^ncmrely ajbamed o£ 
it;. Y.eti I caimot deny that ibme . paflages 
lini appear very fingular to me. ; . ; . 

. P**» dined with me. I perufed Weifib's 
pretty /pe//mg^(»i. ,Wc fpoketof Braodt'aW 
cruni?. My brother, the do^lor^ joined ua: 



(ff) One of tli6 cohlpmit«rs tvbo Sefigned a ploi agatnft ' 

fpokc 
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fpoke 6f Mr. Schmiedlin^iliQeis and deaths 
aadrtion ;tfaat occafiait, ^yraifed'MraifiK^i^ 
^(erymvtch.. P*A* wi^d I ipoight enlarge 
fomedhaptets of.thej^ilays oa^FJbyfiognomy* 
I recapihiiated»thp rerfons 'which would not 
iiifibr me to dolt, thoughit fliould ^be in 
tej power. *'<*Thfe 0% thing (faid I) Icould 
do fecthei;^ mvould be to publiih MifceUmMa 
Pkxfiognmim0l*Obfervatwtu aiul RefteStms^iost 
'Vhich V have, a great jiumber of fubjefb 
smongit.niy'dzawings/ . And\tbos« (added I) 
1 wiU'£Icncie all doubts thrctagh fiifls; biit 
I. will .fiift- 'enlarge my tollo6tion\ a Iktle 



more." 



; I was Idi^ for fcime maments, ift aftdnHh- 
menty at the moral ^dishatmon^ir of one and 
Ihe.iaine man^ '•-: *; .-ji 

« Pfenmnger !" (exclumed l^ with a^o* 

lent ^Dotioa) ^^ I will proclaim^as looid as 

<^: poffible; to the worlds to all Jieroes in vip* 

*' tue, authors^ minifters of the gofpel, feii- 

> " timehtalifts. 



^tMk who hare fisme icathKirhy in :tlit 
^ idngdom ^ virtue, ^ O! ye dior^mwAy 
^ tiefiusaahiej 4md h^ <f min ! ifymSatoewIt 
^ 4ifJ§J&nii MomerttSy mmutes^ md jpiuJUxfiof lA 
fit, tffttr^ mfiie^ )hu nu^ defpife 'yomfetvety mAh 
J^ ih& iukpU ^worpi fdb§u(d degiijiiyou, f it iij^M 

^ from' your iiriUrt 1 4a 4^t ibekmg'^ ti ymi i 
^ Mm^iiher ike m^ unhs^ nr^tht ifufiifisfiawm 
^^ img m iatA\ for I m^ urtamikiunm \ 
^ ^^$€6}^ pifffei wkkoui my if(i^ JttiA ':& mhmt^ 

^ fiuh a quarter of an hour^ 

' •^ i Twin yAh wrh jrOtt^-^Pieoiaingar 'fiid, 
fisiitrng-^^' t|i^ As^ bsmifli me tim^ftom 
^ their circle, if they percei^re- aolfaiag oi 
^ Ih^ idbd with mgai4 to the«wCtl^(^);'' 



I UQtiioidabk external impreffiont» w an iimduiitary 

aflbciatioii 



; "My frienA left nte at nide o'clock. — ^l 

made a fbw adfditiogs: ^to- myf Joumal^ aodr 

eXamin^ my Gofidii££ durihg ^is day. ii 

p. 
Ifave thought too Uttie of God. I was, i^ 

decd^ mvolunfiEmty ihvol?ed iH- a conOant 

buflky and cannot Mcnfe myfelf ^ mi ad^ 

tf injuiHce againft wy^ pfnfcm^ I: 

bave, indeed^ been ufefiii and benefictali to) 

ot&rfif; itwouldy however, have been jpol^; 

fible» and natnrally better, if I had regtt-ded. 

the cohcems of V*** more than tdie <xwh- 

cierns of God ; and; how eafily could I have 

done that, if my mind had been occupied 



aflbdation of ideas produce within me bad aad wicLef 
tboogltita, vtiich I, howerer, kftantly nev in tbeii* profwr ' 
light, rejefiing, and fupprelfiog. them with iudignacioa^ 
They mayt perhaps, deprive me of the good opiitton at 
afra, v^iee only the efieft, and not its caafe» nor wtf 
ruUng ftntiments; but they wiUy certainly^ not degrade 
me in the eye of God^ who fees and judges both at the 
fuie time, and hoaoiiM ny heart. E. - 

with 
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with God, : It did not grieve me at all 
that I neither have read, nor could read> in 
the fcripture. . Not I, but Providence, di- 
re£led it that I ^fhcFuld oBj tnd not read. 
Some prematura emotions of 'anger* could 
sdfo not pleafe me nrach. Thefervant came 
U> tell me, that my wife liad:flung herfetf 
oa the bed as foon as ihe came home.-^Dif- 
pleafuxe at her not having firft come to fet 
me; if only for a moment,: was,? evidently^ 
the firft and prevailing fenfation of my heart ; 
I foon; hdweyei*, got the better of it, aflifted 
ly my. good opinion of her. — ^And how na- 
turally did (he a£l ! She had violent pains hi 
her ftomach ; I. was not alone — .ftie appre- 
hended flie fhould make-' me: uneafy, . or be 

detaiped. Haying recovered a^ little, Ihe 

came to fee me, although her pains were^ 
not as yet entirely gone ofF.-^O ! how much 
did her kindne(f abaih and rejoice me ! 

Weiv 
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Wbi^vesdaYi Nov- x8, 177Z. 



/ 



J WAS vety cold, and difeicKned topr^- 
er?,t whea I ^woke. The thought, — Crw- 
nar€ ! — ^verjmfnm God! — ftruck, or rather 
tbriUed, my foul ; and I fighed for feith andt 
love. — ^My wife wlihed me a good and a;. 
more tranquil day than yefierday wasl-^ 
*^ Juft as Providence pleafes," (faid I). " I 
" wi(h> my dear! we may increafe in'fm&r 
** love, hope, and patience l"^^—^— My chil-* 
dren came into my room; I amufed myfelf ^ 
with them; fliotved' them fofne pages, ifli- 
Weiffe^s Spelling-book, and related to Henry 
thertale of the fweet-meat. ' » 

I My.&tend returned. Tie Picket-book for 
JkrviMJ, along witbLfomQiienlarks and ad- 

, ditions. 
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ditions, 'which I approved very much, f^ 
^ote the Addrefs to Matters and Miftrefles, 
with which thu little perfermaiice begins^ 
and corre£led the text after the annotaticW; 
ctf mjr friend. 

1 recdved a tett«r froiri Mr. *^*; bf St 
Golleny in which he thanked me Ibr tff^ 
littlb poem on his deceafed Mot^'^f^- and fbT- 
the cdnnntinicatiati^ ol my- opibi0fl id iM^ 
ftate of the fb\il afier death.-ri was agjmM- 
ably furprifed that this worthy perfoit iriiDr^ 
much above the ptejudicea of the ptate* of 
his abode. I read hisr letter to my wifb>^ 
TAere hftUlfal^ every where I — O ! how muly 
thoufand noble and enli^tened fouls mord 
fhall I get acquainted with ! 

I wrote a note to* Mrs. ***. 

« 1 Was yefterddy^ for the firft lime, nWK 
<^ pleafed with xsvf fri^d^-^not pleafed with 
*^her look o£ denial and miftruft with negaitf 
. ^ « to 



•' to th6/»rm/y of Lady B***. • 'This is the 
^ firft time that obt fentimewts diffeH ' W, 
*^ at leaft, feem to'diflfer. Oiie Ottg^l nerer 
** to obfeire a fiiend with the eye of a met* 
'^chants even if he Khould be the beft itpoh 
^^ earth. Nothiiigbut^^iihiinfelf ought to 
^^ obferve; nothibg but man xdmSt t^^ and 
** fee nothing but the man : 1 "why did you 
*^ not feel that Honefly herfelf cannot fpeak 
** more forcibly than the phyfiognbmy of 
^ that lady ? O ! my friefid ! if that lady 
** has not the ftroi^ft difpofidon to virtue^ 
^ then all my delight in honeft human fiEbces^ 
f^.all my delight in your fe€e> is at an aid." 
V Mr. E**?^ came to fete me, and gave me 
an account of his Situation ; which, indeed, 
is very lamentable — O God 1 why haft thou 
givrar me (b firong a fenfe of pityi fo ftrong 
inclinations to relieve the affii^ed, and fo 
little power? I. could u^ver conceive that 
Vol. II. F there 



66 louftVAii OP A 

tfaore can be a greater and a more divine 
p^^afune^ than that which firife^ from the 
iofmonj and the proparim of the Jffir^ and 
aticjunvpr of dokjg /W.T—IjF futurity (hould 
not procqr^ 19^ that happineii&s then the love 
which I have foftered here below would be- 
coz^e to me a treasure of torm^its — Love 
widiQUt ffiwer is n^^nal tmure. 

\ received a note from Mrs. ***, in an- 
fwer to what I wrote to her to-day : ** Not 
" with the eye of the beft merchant will 1 
** fee!— NqI I will fee with, you — ^Let me 
^^ bhjiih^ anscJi rejoice that you are right!— 
^^ AJas! how much is my heart afflififid! 
" Tell me ths^t you will bury in oblivion^ 
^^ and obliterate, all my faults. I muft con^ 
^^ fefs, in honour of truths and to my own 
*^ (hame, that your friend was right, and I 
^* wrong— I deemed the guilty innocent; 
*' and, for that reafon,. pronounced^ the inr 

, "noccnt 
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" nok^Ht guUty. It is, therefore^ my duty 
^ fo be more cautidus in future^ ftnd to beg 
^ your pardon/' 

My boy caAi6 weeping into my fiudy. H# 
had refiifed to coiiic up from the ftreet on 
die firft fumriions of hi^ mother^ who had 
GCiidud:ed him to me. He promifed to be* 
have better j but I would not Bfteft to himi 
and only told him I would pardon him ; yet 
oonld not btflievi^ that he was ferldus, till I 
kad feen proofs. 

Eikan caitae to fetch the manufcript of 
the book for fervants. I pefufed a few 
p^^ea of it, and wrote a continuation of the^ 
Sketch of Religion; Mr. Jacob Hefs, the 
attthor of the Life of Chrift^ being with me/ 
we fpoke of it — Before we inftruft any per- 
Ibn kii religion^ we ought fir^ to make htm 
jfehfible that he wants inftruftiohfr of that 
kjynd. Ctmfcmfnefs of our wants is the maifi 
F a fpf'^i 
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ffring of all human anions — ^and ^tn faiths or 
confidence that fomething exi/ls which canfatisfy 
our wants. Chrifi has, for that reafon^ very 
wifely encompajfed his religious inftruElions in two 
words, viz* repent, and believe in the 
GOSPEL ! Be fenfible of your depravity, and 
believe that God will extricate you from it 
through the Meffiah(/). 

A woman from F*** came to acquaint 
me with her poverty, and the mifery of her 
hufband, who, for many years, had been.af- 
flidled, every fpring and autumn, with a fit 
of melancholy. — ^To tell the truth, I had not 



(/} One muft, indeed, believe the offered means of Re- 
pentance and ialvation to be good ones, if dne ihall apply 
them willingly and faithfully. This is the confidence 
which the gofpel requires; of us. But then one muft 
make a proper and confbmt ufe of them, if they fhall 
make us better and happy. Confidence in a phyfidan h 
beneficial to us only as far as It induces us to follow his' 
dtrcAionsy and to regulate our h'fe accordingly. £• 

fo 
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fo much money in the houfe as (he wanted, 
and could hot recoUeft direftly any perfon 
to whom I could have fent her, having al- 
ready importuned my moft intimate, bene* 
volent friends too much. — O! how much 
fecret, pungent grief has it already given 
me, that I cannot^ or dare not, hav^ fo much 
confidence in my dear auditors in general, to 
recommend to them, with all due modefty, 
one or the other deeply-afflifted fellow Chrif- 
tian ! — But, perhaps, I wrong them ? ought, 
perhaps, not to lament their untried difin* 
dination to benevolent anions of that kind— - 
but rather my timidity and my diffidence in 
their readinefs to oblige me ! 

Mr. Schinz and Mr. Voegli came to fee 
mc. We fpoke of the felf-created and of 
the natural wants of human nature ; parti* 
cularly of death, and the little natural ap- 
pearance of the living exiftence of man, after 
F 3 death 
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death and the deftrudion of the body^*— <* 
I fpoke with great difficulty, becaufe my 
breaft pained me very much. 

A note from Mr. T. M***. Continued 
my Journal, Sec. &c. &€• 

Mn *^* came to fee me. We fpoke of 
the poor Z****. O God ! preferve my pa- 
tience with men who do not underiland 
men t—^ — ^The honeft man (aid (when going 
out of the room), " You ought to thank 
" God that you are not obliged to fee fo 
*' many inflances of bad people and wicked 

" aaions as 1 do." *' I fee,*' (replied I) 

*' as many bad ones as any man Uving ; but, 
" thank; God ! fo many good ones as few 
** people can fee ; and every day fo numy 
" very good men and adions, that I IhaH 
" never become a miianthrope." 

Continued my Journal. P*^* came. — 
« How do you do ?"— ^^ I am tired'' (faid I), 

'' and 
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" .and diffatisfied : tired, becaufe I have talk- 
<' ed much ; and difiatisfied, becaufe I have 
** talked in vain/* I related; he fighed.... 
We unbofomed ourfeJ[ves> at fupper, to each 
other, with refpeS to many cruelties and 
infenfibilkies which, frequently, are minded 
ib littk — I <;:ould, feveral times, not help 
fliedding the bittereft tears — Once I dropped 
a very harfli wOrd— ** Will that word, too^ 
^* be inferted in your Journal?" P*** aflced, 
kindly imiling. ** No ! {was my reply) 3 writ^ 
^^ tin it would appear much hariher than itf- 
^ ured in the heat of juft indignation. Be- 
^ fides, I cannot but confefs that, however 
'^one fhould be determined, one cannot 
** write down in one's Journal all bad 
^ anions or thoughts, as little as one caii 
^ and dare infert all the good ones, however 
*^ we may be perfuaded that no perfbn ever 
'^fliallfeeit'' 

F4 To 
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To Mrs. F***. 
Dear Madam, 

First of all, I muft beg your pardon for 
not having fent an earlier anfwer to your 
laft kind, fifterly letter, which was accom" 
panied with a prefent as unmerited as it 
was uhexpefled. I could not poflibly write 
fooner. You may, however, be aflured that 
your kind attention has given me the greateft 
pleafure. O ! what would become of me, 
if not.fo many good people did forbear me 
in love ? To how many whom I know, and 
not know, do lowe thanks, and the moft 
cordial love ! O ! how hapjpy fhould I be, 
if I were to all thefe worthy people more 
than a dead letter ! O ! when will the Spi- 
rit of power, of love, and cf heavenly wif- 
dom, break forth from my poor hut with 
fuch an enlivening fplendour that the life 

of 
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of Jefus Chrift (hall be manifefted on my 
mortal body ? O ! believe me, in order that 
you may be induced to pray for me with fa 
much the more ardour — ^believe me that I 
am infinitely more weak than your love for 
mc reprefents me to you. I will, however, 
not difpirit nor difeourage you in the lead 
by this confeffion. The unbounded patience 
and forbearance which God fhows towards 
me af]R)rds me much courage, and liberty to 
encourage all, even the weakeft fouls, and 
to proclaim his mercy to them. I have (aid 
feveral times to my confidant, *^ that all fins 
" I have committed prove beneficial to me, 
" and bleffings to others ;, that, of courfe, I 
"ought to thank God for them too(j).*' 



{q) Ooc muft not inl%ply this paflage. The author 

does not thank God for the fins s^d errors he has corn- 

mitted; but he thanks God that, dirough his wife and 

kind providence, he has made arlfe much good from thefe 

▼try fins and errors. Woe unto him that does evil, that 

good may come ! £. 

Every 
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Every thing draw* us nearer towards hiis 
ioiwbom the wifdom, the power, atid the? 
Icwre of God fhine with the brighteft fplen- 
dboT — to him whofe name is like unto his 
power, who is all afftftance ^xAfdvation. O ! 
let ms look up to him, and roufe his fpirk 
withia us through faith! — The fpirit of 
Chxift is every where. He is within rayfelf 
— ^afid withio youj; he is within all,, evea 
wiithin the moft horrid finners(r). But ovSpf 
thofe huve him, fiepceive him, and enjoy his 
animating power, who believe that he is 
within them.. Whoever can believe this 
firmly,^ is enabled, is enlivened, to bec6me 
fike unto Chrift, and to reprefent on earth 



{r) The author mufl mean by the Spirit of Chrift 
ibmething fingolar, and unknown to tK. The fcripture 
generally meant= by it tiic mind of Chrift, his manner 0f 
thinkings his moral cbaraaer. But thcfe things can cxift 
only in good meB» . £• 

v. the 
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die image of the eternal Farther of Jefuf 
Dhrift-^— Let me be recommended to your 
prayers, your love, and to the communion 
of your fpirit. 

' May the love of God difplay itfelf withm 
you according to the meafure of your feith, 
which God may increafe i 

Prove an honour to Ghrift, as Chrift has 
(Ifxae to his Father 1 

I am. 

Your ujideferving brother 
and fervant, 

Lavater. 

P.S. As foon as my Sermons ai^ pub- 
lifhed, I will fend you a copy. They will, 
pei^apsi, be printed off before* new year. 
CSommend me to your family^ and do not 
doiibl my gratitude. May God enlighten 

us 



j6 JOURNAL OF A 

US all to behold^ in its proper light, his ador- 
able glory in the perfon of Jefus Chrift ! 
May Jefus Chrift become witiin us what he 
was zvithout znd/or us — the FiHim of Lave ! 
— Nothing for himfelf, all for God, for the 

benefit of the world! Do not be dif- 

pleafed with my brevity, ye dear fouls !-t- 
I muft write feveral letters more.— -The 
mercy of Jefus Chrift Tje with you allt 
Amen. 



To Mr. Sp***, at C***. 

Deareft ProfeflR>r, 

Dec. 9, 1772. 

Indeed you have made me blufli very 
much by your too kind letter. I muft tell 
you frankly, that the notions you entertain 

of 
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of me are entirely wrong. I am a being 
exa£Uy as^weak and poor as you are. Be-^ 
£des9 my dear friend, men muft never admire 
men, nor Chriftians their fellow-Chriftians. 
We are all alike before God. The Spirit 
which is within me is alfo within you. You 
are an abode of the Almighty ; I am a breath 
of the Almighty ....... Ought two worms 

upon a heap of dud praife each other, look 
up to each other, and admire each other? 

O! my. dear friend, give me leave to re- 
turn you thanks for your goodnefs, but at 
the fame time to beg you to take it as plain, 
true, and natiu'al (incerity, when I tell you 
that I am lefs averfe than you from. being 
miilaken for one of the beft of mortals. I 
am not entirely bad ; God has done a great 
deal in me and through me ; I ai;n^ n^ver- 
thelefs, undoubtedly, fo weak a reptile, that 
I can frequently fcarcely lift up my eyes be- 

fore 
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fore people who are onljr hidf'good.''--Let 
me beg one favour more of you ! Ten lee* 
tures a day are at leaft by half too manjr ; 
they are^ certainly, too much for you ; and 
you muil leiTen their number by all meanSi 
If you have no family, then I conjure yott 
fevenfold ; but tenfold if you are bleiTed with 
children. I ihall make free to write to your 
Prince, if you rejeft my advice, and beg of 
him the life of a man who calls him amiable^ 
and will not take care of his life. 

You fay, you are fo frequently led aftn^ 
by the world ! But you are, perhaps, imeafy 
about things which are innocent, or onif 

fate. If you, however, fhould mean it in 

the word fenfe, my anfwer is briefly this: 
" Do not fear — believe only{s) ! It is forgiven 

you 

(x) . In order to prevent abufe, I add, Do not become 
(fifplrit^d and faint in the combat agatnjl Jin^ and the bad 

exanfkf 
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yea already — only helitve it I Your fins are 
already obliterated; the Hoiy Ghoft refides 
atxieady in your heart. Believe ii anfy ! Yoti 
are dearer to God than you can conceive! 
mify believe k. Ip you cahkot THiifit 

BirMBI.Y BUCirOH OF TOUR DESERTS^ YOtT 
AXSO CAtrBat THINK Q^^IGITIrT BNOrc^tt 

ov YOUR iDiaviTY. You defsrve nodiing; 
and/^fif/s emtytYuBg. — Even the moft de^ 
proved priiace is ftiU a prince; the greateft 
fioQcr (and what elfe is fin but depravit/ef 
tnuoaa nature I) k ftlQ the creature^ the 
haosdaSvi work of God. God can never 
hate his. creatures ; he only hates what de^ 
forms his beauti&il work ; and to root this 



numq^ if Mfr nmeM worUt: eeale not to enofecvour to 
grow better, althou^ thou ihooldft not fiicceed as thou 
do& wi(h f rHe when tbou^ art &IUiiy. and da not bvifli 
thy tune, and powers whk iaa&urff pcnkence;, but.^pljr 
theartp a nunrc catttiewprtteution o£ xknf career* £» 

out 
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out of human nature is the work of Chrift^ 
Let us believe and rejoice in him. Do not 
be difpirited, even if you (hould be led to 
defpife yourfelf a thoufand times, nay, ten 
thoufand times — ^This penitential fenlation 
is falutary; but do not flop here ! Proceed to 

faith ! Proceed to faith ! ^A human bein; 

for whom the Son of God has prayed: but 
once, and for whom he fuffered himfelf to 
be fixed to, the crofs, is of greater value in 
the eyes of Gdd than ten thoufand worlds 
without fouls — ^And of how much import* 
ance muft a world be to him who dire&s, 
by his power and wifdoro, even a faUing 
hair of our head ! Do, therefore, not fear 5 
only have faith{t)r 



(/} Mind welly Chriftian reader, that the author is 
fpeaking of £ttth which ffaows xtfelf adiive through a fin- 
cere lo?e to God and our neighbours, and eameft and 
conftant endeavours to perform the will of God. £• 

Accept 



Accept thefe remarks as a token of my 
firiendftiip for you. Commend me to |dl 
thofe on whom God bleffes my weak endea- 
vours; I ?» 

Your fincere fervant, and 
brother in the Lord> 

J. C. LAVATEIt4 



mN»^»^^*« ^ 



To Mrs. D****^ 

. De^t .Madam, 

Dec. 19, 177^4 

You are perfe&ljr I'ight, when you (ay; 
that fouls who are faithful in patiefice, ill 
filently fufFering virtue, and ih negative obe- 
dience, are more fcarce, than fuch who are 
/feithfut in a£live, poiitive virtue ; although 
a6Uve Virtue, if Bot felf-willijig^ but a fiHrf 
Vol. II. G fervant 
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fervant of Providence, has conftantly oppor- 
tunities to fhow negative obedience. 

You maintain, that there are few hearts 
who are capable of a true communion of 
fentiments and external riches ; yet he who 
is capable of fuch a communion will eafily 
find a congenial foul ; for God creates no 
wifli within our hearts which he does not 
fatisfy(«). 

May I inclofe a copy of my Almanack ? 
Farewell ! and let not the inftant Chriftmas 
expel me from your memory. I mean to 
preach on that occafion from i John i. i-— 5. 
O (Sod ! what a veil covers our eyes ! How 
little do we know what we may expeft from 
God through Jefus Chrift ! 



(fi) Bat take care, Chriftian reader, not t9 mifial^ 
rrcty livelier, ftronger wifli, arifing within thy breaftf 
ibr an immediate produce ot God. £• 

- .My 
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My dear wife begms to recover a littie 
irom her dangerous illnefs. 

I am 

Your moft devoted friend 
and brother^ 

Lavater. 



To Mr. G***. 

Dear Friend, 

JjET me perceive, during the prefent fefti- 
val of Chrift's nativity, that you pray, that 
wifdom, ftrength, and holy fervor, may b^ 
granted me. Whatever you pray for me^ 
you pray for yourfelf. I diftribute agaiQ 
whatever I receive.-r— My dear wife is ftill 
very ills ^^ isj^qwever, a lamb in patience 
G z wi 
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ahd goodnefs; full of tranquiHitjr of mind, 

and without felf-will — repofing ni the lap of 

heavenly love. 

J. C. Lavater. 



To Mr. -En Gp***. 

Honoured Sir, 

^Dec* i3, 1772/ 

jVIY dear wife has had to-day (fince I kave 
wrote to your father) one of the worft days 
of her life. Indeed, only k god-fite patieisee 
can bear whatfhe endures.' • 
' The hekit X)f the dear Brfchoff has a vrty 
feeaiitiful fide ; yet Ifear he betrajns too much 
iva9^ of limits fob muck weakness of fatth^ mi 
too 'mch citpfiit. I obferve, in general, m&tt 
tidh tobie frfeqiacntly, tiiat the beft 4>f itWft 

are 



are fo very cajfrjcious.. It is a dreadful thm^-; 
^he pliant ^«zpAV//^ of a c]iild, on the corj: 
trary, is an excellent, heavenly difpofitlpA, 
We rule, ilndoubtedly, in the fame meafure 
in which we ferve, and are free in the fame 
meafure in which we make ourfelves the 
fervants of others. He who will have every 
thing mufl; defire .nothing (*). Fait A, my dear 
Sir, is fomething fo unfpeakably^;^/^, that 
the greater number do not obtain it, becaufe 
they {2SiC^ faith to be fomething more thatt 
to believe. Whoever is a true believer fcarcely 
knows that he believes. 

Being, at prefent, overburthened with bu- 
finefs, forrows, and fufFerings, I perceive t^Q 

■ {x) If I am not miftakeiiy the authpr mean? notbii^ 
elfe, but that we muft refign ourfelves entirely to the wife 
Providence of God, chearfuUy perform what he bid» «• 
to dor patiently fubmit to the fufferinga. be hys upon ufi 
V)d neref doubt that his will is always tho beft* £• 

G 3 ftrength^ 
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itrengthening hand of God. I defire nothing-^ 

and am eafyj I believe, and my faith will 

conquen 

Lavater, 



Friday, Jan. i, 1773. 



I AM no more at leifure to compofe a 
complete Journal 5 I will, therefore, as much 
as thofe moments which I cannot employ to 
a better purpofe fhall allow, write *down, 
with as much brevity as poffible, only my 
mod remarkable hours, occupations, fitua- 
tions, incidents, feelings, weakneffes, incon- 
fiderate a£lion$, and faults 3 more at large, 
when I am more at leifure ; when not, more 
briefly. It (hall not make me uneafy, when I 

am 
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am prevented from doing it. With regard 
to this point, I will alfo fubmit to the will 
of Providence, in a filial, fimple manner, and 
without the leaft anxiety. 

I wifli, indeed, to have wrote down more, 
and to have been lefs negligent laft year; 
yet it cannot be altered. I will grieve lef$ 
and lefs about fuch matters, and be lefs de- 
termined with refpefi: to futurity, 
. I could not fleep the firft midnight hour 
of this new year — and I cannot tell what 
was the fecret caufe of it ; whether it wa§ 
weaknefs or childifhnefs;, or an inexplicable 
melancholy trembling, on account of the lofs 
of a year, and of the beginning of a new 
period of my life. I could not go to bed 
before eleven o'clock — and from eleven to 
twelve o'clock I had fufficient matter for 
tefleflion, being gently roufed by the diftant 
harmonious ringing of the village bells.—- 
G 4 I at- 
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I attempted to thank my Greator for his 
tlumerous bleffings, and could not ; attempt- 
ed to pray ; but my prayer confifted chiefly 
in tears, and in a fweet, thrilling anxiety. — •■ 
J thirfted after light and wifdom, in every 
refpeft— My mother, my wife, my children, 
und fome of my friends, had the largeft 
fhare in my wifties— Some particularly pret 

fing concerns came in for theirs. \ fell 

afleep. 

I awoke a little before feven o'clock, and 
addrefled myfelf to the paternal goodnefs of 
God, burning with a defire for wifdom. — ^I 
heard the voice of my dear wife, went to 
her, and we blefled each other with the 
fwe^teft, tendered, and moft innocent affcti 
tion, difcQurfing on the fate which, almoft 
to certainty, will befal us in the prefent year ^ 
•^I read the N^w-Year'8 Hymn with parti- 
fDUlar fervor. 

I had 
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I had ftaid a little too long with my wife, 
and was going to drefs myfelf with too much 
Impetuofity, and to afk for what one had 
forgot to keep in readinefs. — / will not begin 
this year with uneafinefs ! — ^This thought re^ 
ftrained and pacified me. 

It coft me fome ftruggle to be prepared 
for every gr?itulation which rpight con\e iq 
my way. 

The gratulation of my fpllow-Iabourer 
covered me with fliame, and mortified ine 
unfpeakably. — O God ! how much will thy 
judgement diflfer from that of men ! They fee 
only what is before their eyes, but thou fecit 
the heart ! 

Alas! what Ihall I wifli to my mother^ 
who is oveiburthened with corporeal fuiFef* 
ings ?— -As much patience as fufferings I as 
jnuch faith as ftie will have gloomy days ! 

After dinner — four partes blanches for my 

friends. 



pO JOURNAJ- OF A 

friends. — P*** fent me One ligned with his 
name, and I wrote upon it, " Oblivion of 
all follies and weakneffes; forbearance of 
all indifference ; daily interceffion with Godj 
plain admonitions and reprehenfions ; more 
earneft in ftriking reproofs-^more inftruc-' 
tion, lefs partial regard, more humiliation, 
lefs praife, promifes his friend Lavater'* 

J. C. Pfenninqeb,. 

I almoft fainted on the pulpit ; head-ache, 
and the great exertion I h^d made in the 
delivery of my ferraon, threatened to prove 
fatal to me ; I acqi4itte4 myf(?lf, neverthelefs, 
pretty well. — I was rather regardlefs when 
I came to the congratulatory part of my 
fermon. — The prayer for wifdom for Piyfe/f 
was, however, more fincere and fervent. 

Temptations to impatience, occafioned by 
i^lp difcourfes in a houfe where I h^d offered 

my 
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my wiflies for a happy new year ! — I con- 
quered through faith in Providence. 

I took, by accident, a letter out of my 
pocket, which I had not yet read, and juft 
received— read it aloud — and fome comical 
ftrokes of vsrit which occurred in it would 
eafily have given an opportunity for pro- 
fanation, if 1 had not ftopt and left off 
reading. 

Faith in Providence fileneed my uneafinefs 
at my not being able to fpeak a Chriftian 
word to a Chriftian female friend. 

My fon was fitting on the bed of his mo- 
ther, and faid his prayers, which he had 
learnt without my knowJedge, and which 

4id not meet my approbation. Stifled 

anger. 

A kind letter from Mr. G***, which I read 
to my wife : ^' Humility, my dear friend, is 
^ nothing but— knowledge of truth ; no one 

** ought 
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^ ought to think higher of himfelf than he 
^* def^rves — Let us always judge according 
♦* to truth — and not forget the author of our 
^' being." 

Doubts whether I ihould preach next Sun-r 
day or not — rreafons pro and contra—^ per- 
ceived no felfifli view in this irrefolution, 
and yet could come to no determination, 
I continued my Journal with tranquillity till 
feven o'clock. 

P*** carne: we were interrupted; but 
could, neverthelefs, converfe a few minutes 
longer on want of knowledge, and of obfer- 
vation ; on want of attention to ourfelves. — 
I had a fit of bleeding. — My wife begged 
me to requeft a friend to preach for me ; I 
confented, and was eafy. 
. Read Mr. Irminger^s laft fermon of the 
preceding year, on Eccl. xii. 13, 14. with 
great pleafure and edification. After fup-» 

per 
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pet we read the fecond book of Samuel — 
My partiality fpr David increafes, the more 
I ftudy his charafter — How much was he k 
man! — I cannot help repeating again and 
ftgain^ there is no hiAorical book in the 
world more ititerefting thari the Bible! — 
Whdit'chara6lers! always illuftrated by ac* 
tions-*-^always fo human, andfoTn^ ; fo true 
m virtuous and vicious fituations i 

My brother came to fee me : we fpoke of 
my mother^s fituation, of her patience, and 
<^ other great fufFerers who, perhaps^ are 
klfo. ftruggling for vi£iory, and> after thdr 
fedemption, will certainly not wifli 1» liaVd 
fttfiered a fingle moment lefs. Finilhed thie 
loumat^ and wrote fome verfes for my af* 
fii^^ mother. 



SATlTRDAt, 
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Saturday, Jan^ 2, 1773* 



A LETTER from Mr. Schloffer. Wrote 
an anfwer to it. Some ideas concerning, the 
Bible. All the do£trines of faith are.hifto 
rical. Belief in the immertality of the foul 
is belief in the refurreSion of Chrift : the 
belief that God will give us immortality 
through Chrift is belief that God already 
diftributes through him powers of Ufe^.&c« 
&c. &c. This afforded an opportunity of 
difcourfing with my friend on the Jewifli 
theocracy. I hit, during our converfatipn, 
on fome new ideas concerning the aim 
which God has attained with regard to. the 
education of the Jewifh nation, which de- 
ferve farther inveftigation and develope* 
ment. 

At 
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At three o'clock I vifited a fick girl, who 
defired to fee me. I explained to her, itt 
the moft fimple manner, by her defire, the 
•vangelical method of comforting and re- 
forming finners. 

No man can be morally correfted with- 
out confidence and friendftiip. What no 
precept, no law, can effeft, confidence can. 
Confidenci^ and faith are, therefore, always 
the firft and chief aim of the gofpel. — This 
Smple; principle, which is fo efiicaci6us in 
ktsy other cafe, ought not to be neglefted 
and ignored fo much, nor ought it to be 
to abfolutely confounded by our modem 
nidralifts, who pretend to poffefs fo iriuch 
knowledge of man, with obedience, arifing 
therefrom. : 

Conveifea With P*** on fanaticifin.— Al- 
though die fcripture abounds in marvellous 
ftories, and promifes of communion with 

God, 
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God> yet fankticifm is kept^ as much as poj^ 
fible, at a diftance. • The Godhead never 
fpeaks ambiguoully, never like heated imap 
gination. God fpeaks always: through ac- 
tions which the whole human rac^^ from the 
philofopher down to the peafant'S;phild,^iW[/f 
jconfefs to furpafs all known powers of moo. 
.Fanaticilm raifes every natural ;inw4ent to $ 
iniracvilous and fupernatural one. .It;caQp 
the refrefhment q( a fainting peri^n Jf^- 
reSIion from the dead\ heavenly wifdom, fsfl^ 
the contrary, fays of the dead> h^ is ifofMM^ 
imjleeps. /: . ■ /x \ \ 

We (poke alfo. of a certain wew p}ais K^ 
iwitty authors, who betray too ev^eaitiy.tl3!#l: 
they fancy to be in pofieilion tdf truths $ffi4 
imagine to have it in their power to ien<jl 
ibrth, merely out of grace, as-mai^ fpartx o( 
^his heavenjy light as they pleaierrwho j^ 
fluently triuqaj^^ $op wamx>%irfl<tfce4 bf ,ttdif 
J ' imagmaiy 
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WkBgmary fagacitf-^nd, €pke of thek boaft- 
hug of learning, difpby mtich. intolerttice 
agaxnft certain benoft ahd drfenFin^ but 
weale peopte'^wbo eSaihiiiit, ii» their -tsrritisgs^ 
ft fine fhow ci fenfibility ;, and eviticcy M 
dKir judgments, very little coixnionr> mIu^ 
ssir and fiinpie iratiemai love— who, out! of 
ineM iftaattie^ inid fiiUbniiy, entirely lofe 
fight of the fti: rudiflieiiti of equity. 

Mf nxoAAM appealed t» be weaJcctr-^ 
Akrt hmr tiltie ii> k in nsy pdnvier^ hovr 
littte iii tile power of in aH, to rdieve her ! 
0md^f7lsf (hriiriBs my heavt fio* much tO' pisijr 
for hev ddiveranpr ? 

'. liesld a ieraion.' of p***^s (» a^ Pet. in« 
13, 14. and copied a paflage froia it:*-** 
*' Why do we not, after all that fcripture 
** fays of the joys of heaven, conceive the 
** natural idea^ that we fhall enjoy ihere, in 
^ a higher degree, and in ^Lgr^er meafure. 
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^^ whatever ^affords us innocent pleafure in 
** this world r The fight of every beautiful 
** creature^ every fine view, the ferene flcy, 
** every harmony that charms our ear, every 
^ increafe of knowledge, the fight of a 
" happy fellow-creature, the enjoyment of 
"the fweets of friendfhip, &c. &c. &c. 
" ought to produce the idea : Pleafures of 
" that kind we (hall tafte, one time, in greater 
*^ number, more lively and fublime,. lefs in- 
" ierrupted, more unbiafled and unnuxed." 
I muft accufe myfelf, to-day, of indolenot 
—I have not prayed with my ufual filial 
fimplicity — was inattentive, and rather im* 
patient — ^This day was, however, not quite 
imblefled. ^ 



Saturday^ 
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Saturday, Jan. 9, 1773, 



Father of Light! open mine eyes! 
^ye me tnfiiom to know how to pray and 
to aai-=-Thus I fighed on opening my eyes 
tUs morningi 

The idea of the occupations which will 
engage me to-day made me rather uneafy ; 
zsA I felt fome relu£lance to fulfil the pro* 
mife I had made yefterday to my little boy, 
to explain the Lord's Prayer to him. I did 
it, however, with tranquillity and pleafure. 
Continued my fermon for to*morrow — ^felt 
fome fymptoms of a cold and a flying tooth- 
ache — and grew angry, becaufe the door 
oppofite me had been left open twice, witb- 
H 2 out 
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out need. This anger may; perhaps, have 
been increafed by an indifcretion which I 
was obliged to fubmit tol But now. I (hould 
continue my fermon on religious joy ; with 
tAis heart ? No ! that muft not be ! that can- 
not be ! 

I continued my Joufnal — and, meanS?vhilt, 
had room to compofe myfelf, and to recover 
my tranquillity. Maternal gambols with my 
little daughter, which I heard behind me, 
cheered me up again. I put warmer clothes 
x>n. I have frequently obferved that a i»eg- 
ligent and incomplete drefs in the mamix^ 
is very difadvantageous to me, becauit it 
mates me morofe, and'diftrefies me. When 
I am requefted to come isrftantly to fome 
place or other. 

I revived an aniwer which convinced me 

that I had nuuk too mmch of, and mifiui^ 

4erfloo4 the abi^ve^neationed indjfcFetioiiT^ 

.^ « Want 
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^^Wzut of proper infoti»^idtt»..mifiiad(ir* 
*f fiariding, ;]gnor«nce^^(I hafl juft wrote in 
my &tfBE^n)^ ^ jift an mexhauftlble.fouroe.of 
^ ^lootE&Qi& o£ mind, fadneii^ difconfenty 
^ and mfi^'ctoly***— This is^ indeed, lite- 
rallf truiL : How necefikrj is, ti^refore^ the 
pidyer for ai iimple, found eye ; for tranquil, 
heairenljr wiCciom i 

\ Mh H*** came to iecf me : we fpoke of 
writihg^ and the figure of the characters; 
of legilide writings, mtd of the duty to writel 
legibty, which ksmanity fo ftrongly enforces. 
-^LegijbiKty refts upoi^ the difiance q£ the 
li»8» the Mght of thd long, and the ^^c^ 
of the ihbrt chjnra8)ers. 

. I difpatdied fome letters which I had 
written yefterda^, and wrote to Mr. Ifelki, 
who had requeued my opinioii en Ebirkard't 
4l^XJt^f Socrates. 

H 3 ^^ •« EbcrJiard's 
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'^ Eieriard^s Apology of Socrates is a wdl« 
** written^ truth-abounding, zvA luminous 
*' work, which, in= many refpe£t$, /ek/Zt ex- 
*^ cellently dowHjhvX does hot rebmld. An 
^^ author who calls himfelf ^Mimfier: of the 
^^ Go/pel ought to recoUeO: that the moft. 
*^ candid reader will expeft, that^ when he 
*^ fuccefsfuUy refutes abfiird fcholaftic nq- 
** tions which either were occafioned by 
** fcripture, or afterwards may. have been 
*' countenanced by it, he will fubftitiite bet* 
'^ ter ones in their room, and not entirely 
^y difregard and treat as not exifting thofe 
*^ fcriptural notions which are juft. Although 
** I have a great refpeft for all enlightiened, 
^^ unbiaiTed, and enlighteninjg^ geniiifes on 
** Germany ; .yet I do not at all like their, 
^^ almoft unanimous, attempts to decry as 
" fuperfluous, and to vilify by their talk and 
" \}[itix Jilence, the bleffed perfon of Chrift, 

^•He 
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^ He himfelfy the great fcope of all divine 
^^ revelations^ is undervalued more and more» 
^^ every day; his do£farine (I mean fome 
*^ points of his do£lrine) is cried up to the 
^ prejudice of his perfon ! But his dodrine, 
**my friend^ is nbt himfelf. He gives iw- 
^ mortality y but not his do£trine. Refurrec* 
*' iioH and life in a heavenly body are fil^fical 
*' things v^rhich are given us by his creating 
** (phyfical) pawery and not by his doc- 
« trine^." 



(jr) Although this fliould be truCf without the leaft re* 
tjoBoonkf yet it will certainlj be of greater importance^ 
if we confide in the do&rine and in the refurredion of 
Chrlft» expeft that Grod wiB give us immortality and 
eternal life» and endeavour by a fiiithfiil performance of 
the doHes of Chriftian honefly and virtiie to deferve and 
to render eurfdvea capable »of being admitted to future 
happinefif than if we attempt to fixf more minutely than 
faipture^has done* the phyfical caufies of immortality and 
eternal life» It is necefiaryi with regard to our comfort 
and amendment! to know and to bcUeve that we are im« 
H 4 mortal^ 
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I rsoeivad ktters from Frankfort, along 
with fbtx^ prifited iheeta of my Slermoflis. 
I could hardly rdnin from reading tbevi. 
How tempdhg, how dreadfully temp^kii^, 
is hi to an joithor^ !wbcn he behokfo* for the 
firft time^ a maimfcriipt of his vapmt. 

Wrote fbioe notes, aod then weiit i^ 
diniiar. My mother ikt at t«ble» but ooiiid 
not eat, and dozed almoA conftantJyir I 
was terrified, in the midfl: of the LOid's 
prayer, at the negligence with which I did— 
not pxay« but cmlyT^-prcuiQunce the wo^ds. 



meztal, vnd. ftiA inre lor enri b«b kom^zaik hf «iArf 
fluoitf, tlds «i^ be effefied» tfafc ibe jiiay lesM to Ood» 
vtkM has ghen «B tkat {nnozxiift thniugh Jtfut CiniiL JU 
for the reft, we oaanbt Iwacur and |^f)p CMft bcttm 
than hff pmkMisgjaBL ideas of Ins dodbpic^ and ibflowiag 
his example and his preeepes* Jefiis h aa uaintmAed 
pfayikiaii, vlio hM it loafe ae heart to irefton to heaUk 
the iick that chim kk afiftaooei ^zm. to gne them »«» 
nute and Uk acdmiit of his pcrfonal* fuaKlties^ p<liven% 
aM pftfogatifeiL £• 

.Wrote 



Wrote to Mn Steinefy and a^terwwdji 
cctntimieid 1117 dstfoon Sot next Sun<}ay^ — 1 
W^Mt ibMeral times to fee faotv my aiot1»^ 
didh-'Sbe Numbered vritfaout interruptioii. f 
'. I feajKsKed fiwr the Feftivsal Setraons, which 
I b»lre pifoauied Mr. Btteimcr, and^ t){A^ 
findiag^ fomc of theii^» could hard^TefraiA 
from gDcrvrittg impatient. Icannot poffibly 
fpare h oiiich time to keep aH my ^^iting« 
in pr^pit order, although I am y&jp^iak 
to regularity. This fource of ill hi!imott% 
tUa invetemte enemy to love, muft be te- 
moved too. I will make this one of the^ 
cff^t&Mof my pf^yer^ for wxfdom. 

i mdis told that an hofpital at Paris had 
been covfuitted by iire^ ^aad all its inhatii« 
tant^ periflied in the flames — I turned ngr- 
thoughte iiDfianftly to Jbmething elfe, when 
I hcaid it hdd been inhabited by Hind pto- 
pte.-^I am glad I could do it 3 for I have to 

bear 
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bear fufficient fiifferings of my ownt It is 
at prefent, while I am writing this, ftill in 
my power to keep tliis too tormenting idea 
at a diftance. — Thank God! it is over!— 
I cannot retrieve it ! — But woe unto them 
who wilfully, or through neglefl:, have been 
^e caufe of that dreadful conflagration 1 

I now finiflhed my fermon, hjit not quite 
to my fatisfa£tibn. How much fkill does it 
require always to fay exaftly only what on^ 
wants to fay ! 

I read fome part of my fermon to my 
wife, and fent to Tobler for my AbraJum. 
I can truly fay, that it would have afforded 
me pleafure, if he had been at leifure to 
make many corrections; but he was ap» 
parently niuch pleafed with it in general. 

After fupper we read David's hiflory when 
with Achis. — ^This is the mbft unaccount- 
able 
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able part of David's life. He appears either 
to have been a rebel againft his king and 
country^' or a traitor to his benefactor .—-. 
It is, however, difficult to judge of indivi- 
dual a£Uons, |f one cannot place one's felf 
exaiSIy intfae fituatidn of the a£ling perfon* 
Divine Providence prevented David froni^ 
bedoming one or the other eflFeftively. ■ 

It is furprifiiig How our feelings depend 
on the lead trifles* I had faftened my cap 
on my head, becaufe I had been obliged to 
lay a cufliion filled virith herbs on my fwelled 
cheek ; and my hands, in -which I generally 
hold the former diuing prayers, were, con- 
fequently, entirely at liberty. I did, at firft, 
not know what was the matter with me; 
my devotion gained, however, evidently by' 
it, my pofture being eafier and more natural 
— -4md the fenfe of what I was doing more 
imreffarained. 

I pe- 



I perufed and corre£ted my.ietmott, fliaviefk 
myielf^ and obferved that my check was vi- 
£biy fwdled-^Hdw mwh fuch an accident 
can disfigure the phyfiognomy^ and diffUfo 
cvtt the countenance fomethingignoble bnd 
ankward ! How careful and cautions oiiglit^ 
lim to make me in my opihions ^of iphgitr. 
fiogiKmiieSy which by accide0ts;o£ t;hat ktnl" 
4re di$figured to their difadyantage tt : 

SiTifPAY, Jan. lo, 1773* . '^ 



1 Delivered my fcririon pretty well. Som^, 
p^ffages of it came quite ffom the boCtom: 
of my heart. While flaying, rcou:ld fcarcelyi 
refram from weepii^ at the horrid mittcu^ 
tion with which we were ftandiogf b^fofC; 

our 
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<our common Creator and Father. Alasl 
how much are our prayers mere founds, and 
^ad bodies! Where is ipirit? where, life 
and fteling? 

The converfation during dinner turned on 
^bepainfidfituationof myaunt. She begged 
fse to pray for her deliverance. Alasi when 
twill my heait become fuificiently fei^ble and 
lymfpathifing to enable me to lay the di&rdk 
■of others before the throne of God with the 
fame fervor as I am wont to addrefs myfetf 
to him in i»y own? I am terrified when 
fome perfim deiires me to pray for him ; fo 

. much am { wanting in love and faith, and 
lively iaiowledge of God, to anfwer, only 

.in fome meafure, the expectation of my 
faretbren and fitters who confide fo mi»ch 
« me. — I went for a few minutes to my 
wife, who was tolepably well; and then to 
any mother^ who was aflcep.— Mife A*** 
c came 
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came to fee me. I could not convcrfe muck 
with her, except a little on my fermon; 
hov/ joy on account of God is to be pro- 
duced within us. This feeling is the na* 
tural efFcft of faith, or religious knowledge* 
Look at the ftriking proofs of the omnipre- 
fent love of God which are placed before 
thy eyes — ^refleft upon the advantages which 
flow from it; imagine thyfelf in the fitua- 
tion of a perfon who is deftitute of thefe 
proofs ; acquire a fufEcient knowledge, and 
thoii wilt fee/ without difficulty ! — Found 
thy faith on what thy eyes behold, and thoxi 
wilt enjoy what thou doft hot fee. 

My unqle came to fee me. Tovni newsw 
I liftened to his tale with as much attention 
as if I had had neither to hejar, nor to do 
any thing elfe 5 and this produced fome good 
reflexions, which afterwards proved very 
ufeful to me. (1 obferve and experience, in 

general. 
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general^ with a certainty that puts It beyond 
doubts that this fimple liftening to the moft 
indifferent converfation, that this refignation 
to all the difpofitions of Divine Providence, 
even on the moft common occurrences of 
this world, is an excellent thing, an incom* 
parable fchool of benevolent himiility, aa 
excellent mean of being ufeful to or of de- 
riving benefit from others.) 

Mr. S*** paid me a vifit. We fpoke of 
Mr* Tobler's evening fermon, and of our 
duty to dedicate ourfelves wholly to God. 
We agreed that one cannot reafonably fay, 
" I will be only middling good." — We alfo 
fpoke of that, almoft general, caprice which 
takes ppffeffion even cf good hearts \ of grofs 
and of refined ohftinacy j of the infinitely bad 
effe3;s of this fault, which^.in general, are 
fo fetdom viewed in their proper light j of 
the combination of the moft invincible firm- 

nefs 
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nefs with the moft .filial compliance 3; ftc 

My vifitor having left me> I went to my 

mother, and we read iele£l icnptural padP 
feges, adapted for fick people^ S^ appealed 
tt> me to be extremely weak and exhatrlbD^ 
yet very attentive to what I was t^dMgi -^ 



Monday, Jan. 11, 1773. 



M[R. Burkli fent me a catahgxe of dH mj* 
' pHhKcattons for perufal, and f was obliged to 
tranfcribe k, in order to arrange and: ti^ 
oorapiete it* I was really frightened at 0ie 
number rf my writings, and bkifhei fevew* 
times> becaufe I recollcfted the hafte in which 
I have compofed and publiftied (bme* ^ 

them. 
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them, particularly in the earlier pM of my 
0c. I have frequently tUwght it wpuld be 
^ell if I (hould make a rj^prous critici&i 
upon them, and either puhtflb it ^lyfelf, or 
liMrder it to be publiihed after my death. It 
jnade^me a little vineafy, or rath^er vexed me, 
to^obferve^ on thip occafion, how little my 
^^ppft ufeful performances, chiefly thofe for 
•children, are known in Germany, through 
.^ innocent fault of my publifher. I aqpi 
.fi^ame^ ^o other produfts of my pen but 
'IK^etiy, ;or publications which are more for 
(^e learned, have fopud their way to Ger- 
gngny. I am fo mudi t{ie more aihamed at 
it, Jbecaufe I am certain that I muft appear, 
ja^jr<;all]r' do appear, to many, in no othcjr 
^g^ht but that pf an author who makes a 
Igff at ppife, who is nothing elfe but an au- 
,th4rs' Wdwho defires.to pleafe only the 
^rHfd. - - • • .f . r - - - ? - 
-.Vol. II. ^ I I went 
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I went, for a few minutes, to my mother, 
and then to my aufit, whom I found tranquH 
and eafy. I was alone with her, and fpecft 
an happy half hour in her company. 

Coming home, I found my Abraham upoA 
the table, with a note from Mrs. B***. — 
" A fiiigle fpark of Abraham's faith would, 
*' inde^, give ftrength and comfort to my 
^' foul ; but on what (hall I found my hopef 
^ My facrifice is confummated 5 I fee no- 
" thing but aflies inftead of my mfy foil. 
*^ God has taken more from me than mjr 
^' heart and life. AH that I can da b to 
'^ proftrate myfelf in the duft, to adore Wbi 

*' to weep." - -. ^ 

I will write an anfwer to Mrs. B***, thoii||lrt 
1 5 but previoufly finilhed the catalogue oC 
my works, wrote a few lines to her, and 
went to dinner. My mother was it thble, 
but ahnoft conftantly fleeping. We fpdkie 

reiy 
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▼ery little. I obferv/ed her attentively, and 
jderived, feveral times, unfpeakable pleafur^ 
fiom certain refie£lioD8 which were bright^- 
ening up in my foul. — The knowledge of 
Cod is eternal life !«^How true is this ! One 
can, however^ neither express nor de&rlbe 1 
iU Feelings have no fymbols in nature ^ 
«ik1 what elfe are words but fymbols ? - — 



Mrs. St*** came for the papers of her 
Imibattd. Having miflaid the papers which 
Ae had communicated to me, I was terri- 
jfed at ^ fight of her. — ^Irregularity ! what 
4i fource of uneafineft, imcharitablenefs, and 
ilMrattincnt, art thou ! • * ^ * • <* 

If ^ _ # . • . • m *. • * • • m m m m > 

M^ ' ■ «• *,*.M4» •• m •> » m m m it 

., Mr. F***t my brother in law, and his wife^ 
fwae to fte us» A town anecdote. Ice. &c. 
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&c> Thfe cpnverfation tutn^d .oa yaung 
SGhw**% who rfe to go .t9 Macfei&8; 3 
feid, with fomt^iwaroith, that. I. thought rthft 
would hiK be well done ; becauTe it woiild 
be almoft inipoflible that %yi)U0g:man; wkb* 
oiit public land .private religious, inftniflion, 
and deftitute of all moral infpe£liQn» i:ould 
remain only tolerably good in fudbi ariifanD' 
tion, although he might have the befl: prin- 
ciples. They were forry- that my -advice, 
came too Jate. ; .' . 

Wrote an enfwer to Mrs. Bl***?8 smtof 
" y^w- behold, indeed, nothing': i)ut:Uj/Jh»^ 
^^ .but faith beheWs-immbrtaliJSyvt-^YdU.lij^ 
I^^^Qt beenlobHgfei to.iiUyowr^orily'fotL J If 

V you had- brought your facrifigB,'iiippQftB4 

V hy/akAy then you would certainly behold 
^^ the "glory of God, although your ohild 
.** Ihould .' remain in the gravQ.' But you 
?5-«raHte4'to reap before, you had fomi»4» 

^fee 



^Ite GM /before j5Qa htd ??qti»»d f*i;|b^ 

r., J% bAt^r:i»raa\y3i :Q*T- ;S*^* came t<y 
Ite:meran4 jny;>l^^[^w;;j^:iy#>g op the 
l&fete,; l.read the- twa fii'fti-j^-to bJiH. . i 
«lP3:is8teed>-jiot acciiifliofQ^ toiFead my per- 
fewi^iecf * *er Qth^t pi*ople, aHhoughvI ?{t» 
cim^ncfed ,lfciat it is^ very ddv^tageous- to^ 
the :aiikb^r.:feeQ9^e he feels Jiie ftrengtb 
«04 wedki)id$ .of his writmga mofe ^ed^ 
«8tely.thwiilny (ritic can 4ifclbfe it tahiiiii ^ 
,.,p*** catia^wi ^t fpoke oifanatUifm. ' Itf 
rej.cftsr all w/^rwdfo/^ r^»/^x, and is. di%ufte!4 
with ;iiir/«rfy although the whole nature prcyvefcl 
tha^ Gcid a£is through it as our foul througlil 
our body. — But where does the icripturo 
I^e§ intermediate caufes?— ** Wheh the 
I 3 ** fcrip- 
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<* fcripturc** (P*** obferved very juitfy) 
^ teaches an important do^ne» then it 
^ never wants cleamefs^ ftrength^ energ7» 
^ pi£hires^ and fimilies^ to ftate it fo that 
^ every honcft and attentive reader xaaSt 
** find and underftand itj and if the rejec- 
^ tion of intermediate caiife$ were the moft 
^^ confummate wifdom (as it is to fknaticifin) 
•* how diftinftly ought it to be expreflfed io 
** holy fcripture ! We find, however, on 
** every page of the gofpel, juft the con- 

*' trary.*' We couM not conceive how 

the perfons who occafioned this difcourffi 
can^ neverthelefs, efteem the fcripture fo 
highly, that they never will read any diing 
befides the Bible. We apprehended that 
they will rejeft it too, by degrees ; at leaft 
look upon it as fomething very indifierent 
to them. 
!* A lively knowledge of God" ^aid I) 
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*i U fo efficacious with refpe^ to love and 
'1 humanity^ that thofe who have attained it 
**. are humility, patience, forbearance, love, 
*f and refignation itfelf— and that in fo plain, 
^^ fimple, artlefSf natural^ harmonious, and 
^^ correfponding a manner, that they do not 
** become ridiculous, even when they are not 
*Mmitated, and are infufferable." 

I was called to fuppen My mother was 
fleeping — ^awoke, and was feized with dread- 
ful pains — ^I could not bear to think of her 
. fyfferings, and was quite ftunned.— Mifery 
which conce^s us too nearly generally ftuns, 
I fliould, perhaps, be able to weep over her, 
and to pray with more ardour for her releafe^ 
if I; ihould hear her fufierings related, and 
if fbe were a ftranger to me ; but now mv 
heart is ilraitened fo much, that I can dp 
n(^ither as fhe deferves, , 

1 4 We 



We faid otir exining •pnYtT9/iiri& tesrf' 
tile' firfl: chapter* of' the ^fetJohd ^bdbk-of Sa-" 
itiuel. How gre^t, Kow faMimfe/is^DlividPs 
d'egy oh Itns perfecuibr Sauf f ' - "•- '' " 

Wi(hmgTfly mitktef tf goodrilglft/fh^'fiticf' 
to mq, *^ JDd norf&t^tr'iv rmUikfP'ii^n; Ah 
** niorrotv momingy^oor Jivk pople! Do nor for- 
^^ gety nor poftpoKe'it r - -' - - ^ - -^ 

1 continued* 'my Journal, cdrfefted the 
fecoiid flieet of my Sermons on Jfohas^ and 
fearched for a letter which I hstd fcceived 
.this evening, and forgot to reatf. 'I couH 
not find it, but found another from Mr. H. 
a vintner, of Wu^rtemberg, to Mr. S***, 
which I read. I was very much ftfucfc by 
the words, " If our life fliould fhine aftd 
" glare with every virtue, and every one ^ 
^^ praife and fpeak well of us, and our fancy 
" fhould make us believe that we nctdiSfnuJt 
^^ be faved, and our Saviour Ihould neither 

*^ approve 



'^Weii^TPtd^ nlmredfli^lei^^. bq^.fmctiie:b^ 
^"l^an ^ft^s i£ttdr f&xsjc^iile pr.dtheiv Jt^hjtt 

" can always find fome reafon or other for 
" approving of anfl^rai§ijg fuch a foul, al- 
^^ thbugh the whole world fhould do the 
" reverfe." — I muft, however, confefs, that 
the reft of this letter d?d hof "appear to me 
fufficiently plain^ nor purely evangelical (z). 
There are fome adopted phrafes and expref- 
GdriSy takcrt 'jfrom the Bible, from prayer-^ 
booksli ^nd fermons, which ate liable to a 

• (z) The' fame cart he applied to the paffage quoted hf 
Mi^ Lavater, , The 'wiiter meanty verjp, Bkely, nothings 
clfe, than that God does not always judge of us, and our 
condu'ft, as men do, and that the approbation ef God 
ought to be of more value to us than that of men* E. 

great 
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gteoX many im(applIcations» and entireljr 
contrary to the Gxaple, found, evangelical, 
and apoftolical tone, although they are^ at 
the fame tune, if judged with equity and 
indulgence, not quite fo improper, as they 
may ibund in a rigorous and critical ear« 



TiTBSDAY, Jan. 12, ij'jy 



I AWOKE half an hour after fix o'clock. 
The fufierings of my mother were my firft 
thought. Another night of woe is paft!— 
Yes, indeed, a night of woe! — My fiiler 
came to inform us of it. — I could fcarceI)|F 
bear to lifien any longer to her mournful 
tale.— 

Having 



Having Yifited my mother^ and witnefled 
her mifery with heart-felt emotion^ I read 
the iirft epiftle to Timothy, in the Greek 
Tefiament; the firft chapters in private, and 
the reft with my wife, who followed me ia 
the Germffii tcanilation. I cannot defcribe 
how fenfible I am of the divine origin of 
the gofpel, whenever I read it, particularly 
the epiftles of Paul to Timothy and Titus! 
How fenfible am I that it is impoflible an 
impoftor, or a fanatic, could write thus; 
and I am always feized with anger and 
horror againft human beings whacan talk, 
nay, only think, of impofition or fanaticifm^ 
when they hear men fpeak thus to men. I 
do not know whether it be fo improper, and' 
ibmething of the old leaven of intolerancb, 
when^ in moments of the moft fincere moral 
joy at the fimple and plain voice of hea- 
^ venly truth, I cannot look witliout contempt 

upon 
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lipon thof^ Wl\er flre;:PQtt:afFeQ$fl-l?jf;tHfc 
ibcMdifl0W3.qfia|fe>pw€ft ];9&i;3i^r«Ad i^' 
nloft cordial fenfiWUtyr-and affeicapftble Wr 
ifcdicuie or to/isgiUe aj: them in 9 cavalierr 
l&e^.maBner. -^ - . - - - - . > - * -. 
;. After, dhmer^ X read wt^t Ipdoi^. asd 
pleafure, in Stacker' ^ O'kferveams^^afhiwi'^ 
Elementary fFork, although lycbsf e;^a^led hf 
the mofl: evident experience to prove tjw 
fialfity of one point or the; other. It appearai 
ccceedingly humane on the pep^ to banf fb 
the rod. No one can be more avcrfc froja the 
application of the rod than myfelf,- and I- 
have never chaftifed my fon with it myjelf^ 
ftom fear of ufing it with toa much pafiion> 
leavipg the chaftifenxent of him always to 
my more gentle wife. My child has thct 
bcft of hearts, and yet I would not wilh ta 
be a father for the four firft years without 
having recourfe to the rod, as lOur iXK)den]r 

phyficians 



phyficians would not ^ke to be pbyCoia^ 
wtthteit iarh The advice of imany edil- 
cakdrsilQtkaare ;childrenilo rthe bad confei- 
io[\iences^ thdirHfiaons/laoks, indeed^ veiy 
^peci^sidn the fapet;r;fant whoever iitt 
had the charge of phikken \will eertamly 
ksoiv^'thatt' Moiong JDthbiiiaiid c^dTes^ this 4^ 
IcarQUy ! fxiftble an eke ■ inftancei The very 
ibing wliiclii appears {otUfttiraf in llhis rule, 
renders .edueatbn, arfi^ial. In thi$ point t 
^grce with >&(domon\ whcii 'he laysj *^ jfifi? xfcr 
^i|>4«A Aif>», hateth Ms fwi}\^ Jiaiii, for 
iii{Unce3r.i)bIiged to leave ifciflhrs * and peii- 
lonives on the table ; it is > impaffibU ta 'ree 
'move tlietn Always ; and if iit ivMr^^poflibiy^ 
-yrtl would not.dor.it;;ViWIiyii«»r? • fixt^mdl 
taseiutifence&ibalifndtiiiccdMitt^ ihiMi- 
fdvesccio my children ; rotf tthe contrary^ ftijr 
lOiilditnvihall tecbn]nft)ddtt; 4hemi^Nne6 f» 

tatch a penknife where there is none, but 
y they 
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they Qiall be trained — ^not to touch one where 
ten are. I would leave them with 2ll,mf 
iieart to the natural confequences of theit 
difobedience, if I were fure that they woald 
not hurt therafelves too much. But if they 
fhould damage an eye> or ahand!--01 ye 
wife friends of childroil what wouM dien 
be the confequence ? I defire my child^ not 
to touch the penknife s if he difobeys, I pst 
it out of his reach^ and give him a fenfibk 
clap on the hand^ i^hicb, though ever fo faard^ 
is ftiU a puniihment more gentle than ibt 
leaft hurt he mighty receive. I believe^ m 
general^ that if one would view things; in 
their proper lights and not with abfira£l nxh 
tionSi one would have a thoufand opporti^ 
aities to obferve> that the author of natoitf 
puniflieSj or^ at Itaft^ feems to punifli» in:att 
mrikrmy manner; ind that if every fanft 
could be cotnSticA by natvnU punifluaeabb 
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the aU-wife Creatpr would not have recourfe 
to arbitrary chaftifements. How many thou- 
(and times can a ten thoufand times feverer 
natwr^d ivii be averted by metos of arbitrary 
pimifhmente! My notions of difpen(atk»s 
from threatened pimifliments alfo differ very 
much from thofe of Mr. Brechter ; and here 
I am IBtewUe guided by experience. The Pfy- 
^lofogy wUch God difpkys in the educa- 
tiofi of the human race^ guides me in the 
eduouion of my children. My fon knows 
tint he dares not touch a knife* I found, 
latdy> a ruor full of notches^ and was go** 
ing to put vqrfelf in a paifion^ but pacified 
nyfetf inibntly. <^ Have you ^aiof^gfd the 
^ rtsor in that manner V\ (1 9(kfA in aierioiis 
«ne), \ Ye$> Papa !' ^ WeU ! I wiU iK«t 
1!pumih.you this time^beoaufe you have 
^.€<»xfe£fed the truth. Jj>9W how unhappy 
*• you could hftve aiade. yourfetf^ if you had 

''cut 



'** cut off a part of your finger,: or Ihe. wttoJei^* 
~*I would certainly have piinifecdU.or or- 
dered him to be punifhed> if I had.caugfat 
him in the feft.— Having, however,, ftothing 
more at heart than that my fcmmaynevor 
tell lieS'i or, with other wox^s^.Jmcerty aad 
*Jveraeity h€m^ virtues of the higheft value 
ii^ith me, I declined infli£ting.the threatened 
•puflifliment. Children will certainly never 
tell lies, except from fear of being chaftifisd. 
•It IS, therefore, much better td acquit them 
of the deferved punifliment, t^ian to expdSb 
Ih^m to temptatlohs which are too ftro^ig to 
*e withftood. I aip not at affc ifrjiid ^lat 
<?hildren will grotv worfe on tbsit adfcai|flt. 
^One catches them but too frequemfly in 
-tranrgreflions which afford us the lameiM^ 
able opportunity to execute our threats, ?i!d 
thus-to render them efficacious. Pimiihineikt 
without previous menaces is oruel^; 4nd 

not 



flot to puQiih U 0lh or to puni(h and to 
ch^ftife in an ^rbitraiy manner, is either 
^angeroua or iinpofBble. I intend to open 
jtpy mind, <Hie time, on that fubjed (perhaps 
In my mi£:elIai>eou8 wprk$), and 'to appeal 
to the experience of all fathers who are par 

r^s. ^A pniftake of my fervant excited 

my anger, but only for a few moments. - - 



I received a note, and betrayed difpleafure 

'• •'.V'- ■.♦'* -' '' 

while reading it — rofe, and ^as going to 
write an anfwer. — ^^ I would moderate my- 
** felf, my dear, aijd not relsum an . anfwer 
^* at prefent," faid my wife. My paflion 
fublided inftantly, and I difplayed not the 
Jeaft anger in my reply. - - - -. - - 
' Received a letter from the worthy Mr. 
Hediebrand, who informed me of Kraemer's 
de*th and povtrty. J ppw have agaiia one 
Vi>L. II, , K burden 
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burden lefs to bear, at lead one half of it 
is taken from my flioulders. The ftapefao 
tion which the mifery of beloved perfons 
caufes me, makes me frequently apprehend 
it might be hard-heartednefs^ infenfibility, 
or indifference ; yet I can declare^ without 
flattering myfelf, that even a fmall diftrefs^ 
and an infignifkant uneafinefs, of one of my 
fellow-creatures, gives me pain, and that I 
always feel a heavy load taken from my heart, 
whenever fuch a diftrefs which rather fhmned 
than afFefted me ceafes, and that I thank 
God for fuch adeUvenmce, although I fliould 
not be able to Ihed a tear for the living fuf- 
ferer, particularly if I (hould fee him, or if 
he were any way dear to me. - - - - • 
I now am eafy at the honeft Kraemer*s 
death, but am at prefent too much over* 
burthened with diftrefs, to feel it mfuch a 
manner as I fliould, if I were fuflfering le6 

mifery 
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mifery of my own. I hope to God that care 
will be taken of thofe he has left behind. 
I can do little or nothing for them. O ! if 
there but were a communion among Chrif- 
tians ! it would then be eafy to fell his li- 
brary, without. lofs, for the benefit of his 
family (tf) ! Well ! I will expeft what God 
will put m my mind. 

I refted a little, and then walked up and 
down the room. My cheek was inflamed ; 
my wife looked at it, and found it dangerous. 
P*** and my brother, the do£lor, came to 
fee me. My, cheek was examined, and they 
feared I had a tooth-fiftula. — Although pains 
affeft me very fenfibly, and I know that I 
have very little courage to fubmit to the 
moft trifling operation, fo that 1 never could 



(a) This has reallf been done through the care of 
Some very refpcdable divines. £• 

K 2 refolve 
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refolve to have a tooth drawft,. particularly 
one which is rooted fo deep, ovtsrgf bvm, ted 
already half gone,, yet I was fibt afraid o£ 
this misfortune whkrh is likely to happen. 

I believe the fufFerings of my mother in* 
fprred me with this fortitude. Bfefides, how 
much foever I am fubje£t to yield to Qnpa^ 
tience in the beginning of an illnefs, or on 
the firft prefenfion of its approach, yet I be- 
come always eafy, from the moment I am 
obiiged to keep my bed, or to ftay at home ^ 
^nd all days of illnefe have been the moft 
tranquil and happy of my lif^, and proved 
to me real days of reft. I have never been 
able to enjoy myfelf and my friends more, 
and better, than on fuch days, and always 
been capable to do at leaft fomithing. I 
will therefore patiently await whateves God 
fiiall fend, will not take thought ibr the 
morrow. Befides, I and my friends ought 

frequently 



frequently to fcavc m^cj jthe. jg^ryatidiii 

to be;\tlb»t I *?mT-b€caafe J am fijrrWXWled 

ws^h ja>yp7Wd',pfeafur«s ,^i e^verj^ kind^. ?^d 
that all ray £ufFeriiig« p^fKrf": be^ c<J!napa?e4 
with my numherlefs joys and pleafures, jiot 
are proportionate to my ability of. enduring 
pains. — I will, with refpeft to this point, 
pray neither for bdt agaiaiLaiiy thing what- 
ever. — Amongft all bodily fufferings, I dread 
none m.Qi?B thanc^^irurgioal ^p^rafisms, and 
afore throat — I cannot exprefs how much 
the mifery of Mrs. P^^* diftreffes me ! — I 
iteaiUe6t^ .^ft HOW, that I have l^B de^^ 
to-iday, hy ft f^rqale friend^ toi^nptere Qp^ 
tt^ feliete tbrs ptxxi^ ^pati^t fqgei^er-— ^Why 
cair I do this eafier for a frie»dr^thougb, a^fe 
with iim:fbrv0r iof a iie^rt/qviite 5^pl6te with 

Sr8tfciri»l;tendpr6eO-r--ths^.f9r niy ;pooF PIP^ 
' . K. 3 * ther. 
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ther, although fhe faid to me and to my 
brother, when we took leave of her this 
cvefting, ^^Do not forget to pray for me !'^ 
^Well, then ! in the name of God! I will 
go and implore the mercy of our heavenly 
F,ather for thefe fufferers !-...-- 



«» 



Wednesday, Jan. 13, 1773. 



I DREADED to hear how my mother had 
pafled the night — Alas! how humiliating 
was the account I received! how I deteft 
my remiffnefs in praying ! 

I fpoke with my wife of our children.-— 
•^ I have a prefenfion" (faid I) ^* that they 

" will 
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•* will not grow old, though they are very 
" healthy in general !" — It gave me great 
fatisfaflion to hear her f^y, with great re- 
(ignation, " The will of God be done ! — 
*' Thank God! that they exift; they have 
" not been created in vain ! They are our 
^'children, and children of God, whether 
" they live or die."— * 

My cheek pained me violently feveral 
times s I knocked my hand againft it in get- 
ting up, and this increafed my pain; yet I 
remained eafy. My mother fat iii a* chair 
near the bed, trembling with mifery, when 
I came to bid her a good morning ! — I cDidd 
fay nothing to her but repeat my fayoiirit^ 
paiTage from Klopftock : 

Ever nigh is my Redeemer, 
Though concealed fropn mortal fight i 
Dee{)er in the vale of darknefa 
Is my Saviour and his light. 

K 4 Yonder 
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Yonder I fhall m^et his mercy. 
And the bleilings of his fight ; 
Now, now is the time of trials ! 
Soul ! puiH boldly on the fight ! ' 



I received a letter from Mr. H***> of St. 
Gallfen, concerning my Effays oH Phjufiogkomyy 
my Views of Eterhiiy^ and my Wcrk en Spi- 
ritual Exjieriencey which contained miiny ufe- 
ful remarks 3 but the bare idea of writing 
ah anfwer^ in my prefettl fituatidnj jatigued 
me 5 and not to return an anfwer woUid he 
deemed indifcretioh and pride. 

Wrote a letter to Mr* Haas^ at Bafilj con- 
cerning a fmall chamber printing-office fof 
my fon, which will afford him ufeful occu- 
pation. - - - - ------- 

Alas! how naueh did my poor mother 
fuffer during dinner ^— My pains increafed. 

Thursday, 



*«;t#-.a4i*|t'*it*. ijjf 



TfttfltstfA*, Jfati. 14, 17^3. 



I MA&i th^tx}: Odd ! zhttM ilight than I 
fatpfeftfed; iVi^bke sft fi^ b'clock. afid my 
fac^ rtis tolersftfly eary.— My ftrft thought 
Wfes rtiy moAerv find iriy linXiety "arid iiiatbi- 
lity to pi*ay for hw. I fighed, however, foi! 
itelief fterft htfr pdtt^; but without Mh, 
Without filid fiibmiffi^n; My foa, Who aHb' 
tir^s k little ihdkjjofed, dame to fee me; ^totf 
I gate hiih foitie tendet iidmiofritions.*— tt 
Was near eight o'dock Whiin I got up. t 
fek& the ittamifcript neWS-paper of H***-*- 
Almoft nothing but unlticky accidents ! - - 

.My irtothel' was in violettt paitt. ' She was 
.' ' lifted 
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lifted out of her bed > and I could not leave 
the rbom, although I could aflift her very 
little, being myfelf in gr^at pain, and al- 
though my wounded heart which, at other 
times, is ufed to firuggle againft impatience, 
was feverely aflSifted at that fight. — ^It af- 
fords, perhaps, foi^e comfort to a fufferer, if 
he only has a wi^nefs of his mifery, though 
he fhould be entirely imfit to affift and cpm* 
fort him ! I went to my iludy as foon as my 
poor mother was replaced in her bed. 
Several informations and anfwers which I 
was to give, almoft had tempted me to grow 
impatient. I got, however, the better of 
it ; wrote the anfwers, and gave a fmall pre- 
fent to the boy who was {landing before me, 
in order to punifli myfelf for having yielded 
to impatience. I was, at the fame time,, 
cheered up by a note from a female firiend. 
" God certainly will not forfake you, the 

*^ joyful 
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^'joyful meflenger of laft Sunday." - . - 
I continued ray Journal, feated myfelf by 
thel)ed of my Ton, and told him (Brefebter 
had reminded me of -it yefterday), that I 
would make a white and a black book for 
him ; the' former for his good axKi the latter 
for his bad actions; a book of ionour and a 
book of Jkame. He did not diflike it. I 
made it inftantly, and his mother too was 
pleafed with it.— 

I heard a woman groan before my door^ 
and gave her a trifle. She went away 
very well fatisfied. 

L. J. came to fee me, and we fpent half 
an hour in mutual pleafure. We fpoke of. 
the fimplicity of pra£tical Chrrftianity. All 
is love ; wife piety and felf-denlal is nothing 
but love. Every aft of felf-denial whofe 
fcope is not love, nor does promote love, 
is virtuous peds^try, body without fouli 

Though 
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Though I befiow aU mi^ gmds t§feed ibe popr; 
ami though IgiV€ my hoMy to bi. hurkt, md han)t 
n&i 'charity y4tprcfteth me nothing. This is a 
^veerite idea' of. mine wWch I wifh to'»^ 
pitijfem t0 ^ll thy auditors, ' readers, iaad 
jriehds^ in ^iA^nn^r fi>^'|)iia^iGal and id desuv 
th6t it (iKMald be iiJipoflible tso difjmte it 
any longer. This id» i wouid pfarticuiarfjf* 
recommend to ibrtie anxious and' goad 
minds, who fancy to honour andlOj>&a|lfe 
God by tormentirlg themfeJvcfi with voltn- 
tary felf^nials aiid bodily fatig^ies, without 
being infpired with love, and without having 
the wife view to ac^ilife ftrength for ftlf- 
lieriial for the fafce of others, and are ^ant 
16 weep and to grieV^ for hours, imagining 
fi0 fee bound t-o iiMplwe the m&PCf of Gbd 
l^h trembling *aiid dolfful lamentotiotes^ 
wfteta ^hty hive rK>t\pfin6hMi]l;f' perfottipedi 
iofhe f^f-im|>)ofe;d liw iSS tliat {iaMi»ii4^Bitt 
'■'•-- .is 



fethiis an cvangeUcftV^ filial fpirit? {3 Aw 
pliu]i> enlightenfd kngwkdge of truth P^^ 
I haiYe.had ti«Qes, or rather a few days^ 
wheii I too thought fo fervlle^ but npw { 
have experienced the truth: that whereypr 
thifphrit of God is, there is liberty^ 

I received a letter from the worthy prefi- 
dcnt Uliffes de SoJi^ who has procured em- 
ploymeiit for a poor man whom I recom- 
mended to him, and) at the fame time^ 
Ipegged to have a catalogue of my works, of 
nAich the printw juft has fent me a proof 

Oieet. - -•,. 

Joy at having again a poor man Jefs to ta)^e 
care of^ and> perhaps, the demand of a catar- 
loguc.of my works which I was going to - 
corpeft, exhilarated m§ vjfibly. - - - - 
^^^•^.... An honeft Swahian 
wth. a letter from Heofliogen, It delight- 
«d jQQte. ta hear hioi^ fay \n his ilmple diale^i ; 

« The 
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** The Lord our God has moved my heart 
** in a particular manner; Iwould not take 
^* the whole town of Zurich for this call !'* 
Onfifting him particularly concerning his 
love, he faid, in a very natural and uncom-^ 
monly fimpfe manner : " Alas ! tteit is the 
*' very thing ! Love^i^ wanting ; I improve, 
" however, every daiy : a neighbour o£ nune 
** cut a hole an inch deep in my fon's beUy ; 
^^ I could have crulhed him like a flea ^ < a 
** yet when 1 killed a fwine lately, I fent 
" him a piece of it, with the meflage that 
•* we would be friends again. All our dif- 
*^ ferences are now made up." I gave him 
fome admonitions, with the ftrongeft con? 
fcientioufnefs that I have derived more bene-^ 
fit from him, than he from me. - - - ^ 

Mr. N*** begged me to change him icmie 
noney^ thanking me, at the fame time> for a 

imaU 
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imall fum I have lent him, and begged me 
to- have patience a little longer. — ^His rea- 
fons were unexceptionable, and his niodefty 
and poverty did not fuffer me to heiitate a 
moment to forgive him that trifling debt 
which I had forgot long ago. 

Mr. M*** came to fee me. We fpoke 
of fufferings, prayer, and the knowledge of 
the unknown God — but, alas! this time 
dmoft nothing but empty words. 

I went to my wife. ^The fwelling of 

n^ cheek was decreafed by half, and I found 
m3r£blf extremely weU. The condition in 
vribich I find myfelf immediately after I 
have fuffered great pain, is to me rather a 
ftate of felicity than of mere painfulnefs. — 
P*^ came to fee me ; I made him lay his 
hand on my cheek, and he fmiled like love 
hftrfelf, wheni prefled it hard upon my fiatce, 
in order to c(»avince him that my pain had 

entirely 
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entirely abp.ted, W$ (pQ%^ of th^e jpftijjc^ 
tion pf children in reiigipn. To rej^fej. to 
defcribe, apd to m<lks p^lp^We tP Ihiwia, 
withqi^t reftraiRt aijd with uMflfeS^d fe{$»-r 
ity pf look§, whatever in Gcwi,aQ4 W 'Qp^ift 
can infpire us yiritb conficj^acg a^^ Ipvej t;^ 
reprefent to tb^m with b/evity mi. feeling 
our b^avep^y &vior, pow wMkm^ tteftlgb 
tb^Arert3, fyjrrouflded wlxb^n^^i^ whsm 
he relieves s ^ow ip frieni^V PQ«fi4M*ial 
poRverfiitipn with his difqiples j i\PW cpn- 
defcep.d»ig tP a commf^don wi^ Mp^m 
womwj .5pvv 3.t diliji^r, or $iiftribftUiiQ(g 
liouri(binje.%f among mapy th^^fencj h^s^gff 
people^ or -fondlipg Jittle cMdfm^ &C<Ak/ 
&c. to moralize little, md to relate im»f 
fa^s wbiQb rpyfe the morsl fenfe, $nd. ftrikei 
the nuii4. — Good God! how mwb OKtftf 
bepefiqial wouy thisprpye^thafti ^ pHf&d 
iry (Jogm^ti^ing method of naoft t^gii^l^^i^^t 



We were angryvalnroftto intolerance^ witfi 
ifi- ceteehifiM^ whid^ ftre Rifely deflituU 
iit4ke mcn'ai charm of hifkry} rtMtd in tt fdl- 
pAfi manner. - * - My filler came to 
iffl Jiie mt fancied to obferve a vififele 
c%iaiige in the ftate of my motlier. I todk 
leil^re of P^^5 and found flie had not beeti 
irfiftak'tti.' " I filked my mother whether fee 
Wks ftiH M ^aitt? ^No! not at aQT wa« 
MuSc feidy>^f«o6d by* herbedfide, as if aii^ 
flialN^*Hftlfi4ew life.-'-She w^ however, ft 
dRlnWd^dt wie feared her end was drawhi^ 
tKiM* ^f Sisfatt now was opened fo prayef, 
mA^ itt)|yfdred God to cleanfe her foul by 
W tiit fuflfetmgs of this wofld, and her iri- 
^ilWftf feefiftgsi from all ungodlinefe, and to 
tfflfinkte'her through fimple feith, with pure 
iteaitiifly love. I wrote k few notes to fotae 
iMiifid^, litfofmtng them rif the fituation of 
kiy intothdr, anld recommended her to their 
"V^L, IL L prayers. 
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prayers. - - - - - Sb^^defired. usjfp 
go to reft. ^^ Let me fleep..! Godj blefs a^id 
f^proteSyou! I will rcfign myfelf entire)|r 
f ^ to God i" She appeared>iio);vEever» to ^fef 
a little beyond herfelf» infiftii^ on pur going 
to leik, becaufe ihe fanqied^t was paft mid-* 
pight.— rWe fuppcd in tl^. b^^t;^ rpf^ij 
fyent fev^^ tka^.i»i^o^^ l^f I 1^4 

openidg her eyesy fbe wondered jwhy. ) 1^ 
got up, I. repeated fp0ie;(criptural^p^$^^ 
^o her; but (he feeoxed nqt^tOr.ffil^^i^iiP 
what I was iaying $ breathed with diffi^ujtjff 
and exclaimed : . '^ breath 1 bl^ea^l) T - inuipi 
ning that, her diflolution )yas d|mwiagiidai^ 
I called my father^ my brother, and my 
£ften They came ; I prayed -, ihe wanted 
to get up. "I fljall not die yet," fiud ihe, 
^and my poor father wept Blond like a duli; 
We made her lay down again, andperceiye4 
that ihe was very much bloated.^1 rca4 

fome 



tome hymns^ and begged my family to go to 
bed^ becaufe we faw that no change was 
likely to hapi^it^ My bfdth^f 'aild myfelf 
offered to ftay with, hen 

d),.>m • :^ •■:^'« •■• AT • - ■•• 'fc ■•'••■.>. - •• • 

0tiTakf reti|rii to. ixfy tinoihiiry. I ibund her 
Mk^ lineafys^ flie groaned: ^moft.all the 
ntght, orerpowered with bodily jagbpies. 1 
firt; in 'the great chair *titt eie^rea :o*clo€^» 
figl^g. for her;;:. We then/iaid'^Qurfelveii 
down -on the bed. I was fo -weaiy -and 
fittigued that It would have t>eeii impoffibld 
ftrmetoxdnttriue watching and praying. 



L2 Frihat, 
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Frip.ay. Jan. 15, 1773, 



■ fii 4l<* . «i # 



Alas ! nmy-dear mother will prebably-die 
to da^r t Wilh.thibidea Lraifed jpgrfblf ufdOi 
A^ bed^l «nifc ba^fati^ tp |miy aloud; /At 
feens^ Ijpwiivw^' ti) tided no notice of if;r^ 
I wiN)^ npito'ihy %ife>«ui ftaid iiesr hdf ad 
hour withihw/ We-promifed each; o^eit 

I then coiiverfisd with my' good^good fathoTi 
on fbmt dpmefiic conJcsams^ &c* 6cc. &c. coo? 
tinued my Journal by the fide of my mother^ 
who flept fweetly in the great chair — gentle 
tranquillity animated my foul^ which was 
entirely free of anxiety and impatience. • 

I went to my mother^ repeated to her fome 

paflages 



fwfiag^s from the Scfrtpiiare, iiipd cejAmrfir^ 
^wihiny bnDtfeerJD*^ 09 Tifed^thj ustA im- 
•tttoirtality. .* 

\ ; My mother rcpeikted ieVerol time$ : ** Do 
jMt foifeki) :H''^% forget all his f»Frors> jaml 
iBakft Kim no ifepriMche^ r' 
S^^iVt fnoonr ^e Iboaght »y teotb^'* faft 
!^niB6d^ kdiir was «nfi?«fd. Ifr^yeA widi 
te»8, but BDl lifttt 0ti 6mact l^^^jhapwitafit 
ItiHi tffoO&l^ to ^t^ ff^ad 

^lliepmyer Jk'^iogpeopb^iiin I^N bymn 
Aitek, and I cpidd iKoir ^i^ with fervor; 
4i*t «Ias!:ai(>t entii!c4gr iiyi^i:<tiiie) filial 

:lfr . H*^^:caHW t&&€ my mbtker^ hefi<taiU> 

hcnmtfex^^xc^ TeQp Htftlewkh hier ; yet flit: 
ftifcitied to undeirftaivl eYtti^: T^mi he fiud. 
lie nQnHr ipaxyeA lor her» and licvir ]6inf4 Mm* 
'.mie f^reat dBmhercif people ^ilboidjflg around 
-Utr; ibrmed id, Atkf^hstjiaitzfyimb w&tei, 
'..•'.■ L3 therefore. 
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lisr^ore, a little; and kept up a ufefiU QOfi- 
verfation for half ah hour. *^ How little;" 
(we faid, almoft unanimoufly) *^ how little 
** ufeftil can one be to dying people I How 
•^little can we lay to. them with the leaft 
" hope of fuccefs, particularly when we 
''have no thorough knowledge of the fick 
"^perfoh, npr hwe been ufed to converfe 
<* \dth them in a confidential ftrain. " ? ■ 

$om\e refleftions on the bleffing whidi, 
oftentimes^ attend^ the moft indifferent andl» 
within themfelves^ fruitlefs a£tions and di£« 
eourfes^ which^ confonant with the fituatitui 
in which we are, originate from fincereiaitfa 
in the all prote£ting providence of God, find 
from obedience to our duty, &c. See. &c« 
. The worthy, modeft, and enlightened Mr. 
Sch, H****, of Hirze], came to fee us, and I 
enjoyed his company with great benefit for 
•half an hour, Weconverfcd on prayer for 

wifdom ; 
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vn![dom ; on not forrowing for the fbllowing 
diy with regard to moral improvement ; cm 
the eflential equality of repentance^ and faith 
as die moft important part of our.a£iionsj 
'viz. tie ctmfcumfnefs of tmr wants, and the ex^ 
JteElathn that thefe wants can be fatisfied fy 
what we are doifig.-^We alfo fpoke of un- 
evangelical anxiety and fanaticifm. — I have 
nothing to accufe myfelf of, with xefped tb 
.'what I was fpeaking of; I muft, however^ 
confefs that I was viiibly deilitute of Chriftian 
&hplicity, humility, and filial refignation. 
My wife reminded me of my mother, who 
was taken out of the bed when I entered her 
room. I called my friend P*** in 5 but (he 
did not know him r at leaft flie faid nothing: 
ihe was fitting in her eafy-chair half alive 
isnd half dead. My friend and myfelf were 
equally fenfible how impofiible it would be 
L4 to 
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to produce a moral cSc8t on VJiy htunao 
being y2? ill and fufiering in fucA sl manner. 
Whatever fuch a perfon fees and hears^ has 
almoft .as Ijttle effe£l on her as en a corpfe. 
We iUrtedt at the fame time» fome xe&tQlosa 
on the date of the Xbid*. or rather of the u)- 
vifible man afte^ death. I mentioned fomc 
beautiful , ilroke^ of my Hxother's charac- 
ter. > • >- ^ :- 

I received a letter ficom the pious widow» 
G^* of S***, in whicfe flxe eaquifed after 
the continuation of my fecret Joum^ ; I 
cozifeis th^t* fince I h^ve again begun to 
write a journal^ though not always regularly, 
I have frequently thought that it is an occur 
pation not entirely fruitlefs. I am» at leafi;, 
ccMivinced. that in writing it» I have no 
temptatioo to diflioneftys and that I confer 
x^y faults 9fi^ weakneOcs p far as it may 

tend 



tend to be uJCefttl to others; I coofefe tbem 
without fear, nay I may fay^ with morejtuiri^ 
than my-j^odd yfolities. 

At fupger I fpoke i>f ^ hard tri^lf . of a 
man who lives at Tatlingen, and called to.- 
4ay at my Wufc. Ooe of bis children fell 
down from the oven^ and died on the fpot ; 
another out of the windows, yet without 
receiving anyhurt ; a tlurd has been feverely 
out with an axe^ and a waggon has gone 
orrer bimfelf, but without doing hini an^ 
niaterial injury. He alfo related to me, 
(Ob ! how did my heart, which fo frequent]^ 
i$ of fo little faith, and fo averfe from pray- 
ing, beat and cover me with bhiihes), that 
lie iiad a very wicked fon, whofe heart was 
Jiarder than flint, and who had never wiflied 
Uafift good day; that he, however, had 
jrrayed to God to convert him, and that he 
now wsis the b^ moft obedi^it, gentlefi; 

and 
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und kindeft of fons^ and one heart and foul 

If any man offend not in itofd, the fame is a 
jieffeS man^ and able aifo to iridie the whole 

My. '•....•..-.: 

* We read the fixth and feventh chapter c(f 



Ih) Cliriftiaa reader, pniy for thy wicked and abandoofid 
fon, brother, friend, &c. &c. &c. This prayer, if COQ- 
Cbmuit with reafdb^ and if fment, will render thee the 
^ftore wining and capable^ work with a gentfe fpiritf md 
inde&tigable zeal his amendment and repentance. But 
eo not think that thy prayers alone will effeft his con* 
lierfion xna miraculous manner. God has never promiftd 
any thing of that kind ; and if prayers could have that 
effeft all men would, long ago, have been pious and vir« 
tuous. The honeft countryman of whom the author' is 
fpeaking has probably been promifed by his prayers to 
endeavour to gain the heart of his fon, to treat him with 
more gentlenefs and kindnefd, and not to fuffer himfelf to 
be deterred or gaHed by fhiitlefs attempts, and thus be has 
fucceeded, aiHfled by- the providence of God who nito 
every thing, in foftening his heart, winning hit reciprocal 
love, and enforcing his admonitions. £• 

Samuel 
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Samuel IL and the hymn for fick people, 
&c. &c. &c.— — My * good father fpoke 
afterwards very tenderly and chriftianlike to 
my mother, and ftced many bitter tears. 
She was likely to live twenty-^four hoqis 
'longer.; Moft of my family went-to\bed; 
but I fat up fometime longer, not only an ac- 
.cbunt of my mother, becaufe'I could give 
her no relief, but in order to fihifli a prayer, 
containing a cmfeffim of Jins\ which my fa>. 
tW had defired me to write for him. Alas ! 
-every word I wrote ftung mc to the heart; 
yet this was far from being a lively ienfe of 
fliy own unworthinefs* 



Satvudat, 
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Satvbday^ Jan. 16, 



AlAS! how much have I to wo^iltti^ 
and how little am I able to do it ! The moft 
common man would perhaps mak^ wit 
aihamed. Yet I cannot help being fiw- 

ronnded with that buftle. ^l will now* ift 

this noontide hour, fit down and idiww n 
ftetch of the incidents of lhi$ dajr^ This 
afternoon, if it pleafe God, i mhy be mone 
difpoCed to refleft.- i u i - ■ 

The fervant came after four Partook » 
the morning to tell me fhe fancied a change 
would happen.— I got up in a huny ; my 
wife was much frightened; I prcfTed her 
hand tenderly, went and faw her to whom I 
owe my life> breathe with difficulty.-^Her 
eyes grew dim, and I implored God to have 
.'...■ mercy 
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mttcj upon hen — My eldeft fitter was 
praying too. I went to awaken my fadicf) 
prayed and refle6ted how much more nfefiil 
I could have been to my mother than I 
foaliy was^ and prayed with more ardour. I 
torJinrd myfelf towards her^ and reminded 
fanr^ foftly^ and as diftinguifliable as my tears 
#oiild allow, of the comforting promiies of 
QodL >- - * *• «. - Halfan hour after 
four o^clbck (he was a lifielefs corpfe. * - ' 
4»j * • • ««• • . --'•.,** 

^ 1 1 cannot recoiled what I faid to thofe that 
Mnrt in At room when (he died ; I on^f 
know &at I endeavoured to remind them 
fioicibly of their mortidity and immortality. 
I dun nsad to them that part of the/arsweS 
%!Mi of a dying per/on^ which was applicable 
to our fituatiom My mother was drefied in 
a fliroud, and I went to my wife, and then 
ta my £uher. I had no time to refleS: on 

myfelf. 
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layfelf, my aflKQed parent being the ferft 
pbjeft of my attention.-^— 
i'iyftote fome notes to feveral fHends, and 
tfien went fora few minutes toltrifL'-wiie^ 
jvho h^d my boy, who is verf : &ddgr^(if]dk 
hei-i^" , Yes, 1*' <faid . .we one ' ta i ahstlfef); 
" Yes i w^ will aft in every indayidiial |Btf» 
•^. meht of our life a5 we,.on: oyr. deathUiod; 
*^ J(balI\rflh::td;Mye:^a:edi we wiU-exeboti 
** with .trawKjuUUty^- every, etien Iheimaft. 
^ woridly bufineft^if it mitfirherdoni^, and dd 
« every ;th>l>g .fi^-i if^; we hadiiujthing:i8ifc[ to 
*^ do in this, world, and as if it werer^w Jaft 
** occupatioe-ci - /- j> '• :>- ■ -fn.i^? v^^n.: 
I rfJceiv^Jft-letter frQnx:^&h*J??,\;fflErftd 
^ blefe yQwr. iaj^ily. through- :yQ!u;/#r/i«^ 
^ ;«(?^/ May many a Syord of evjerlaftaig 
♦^ blefiing flow from your lips fi>r ; theml 
" Oh! raife them above thie. Vanity. of. thit 
^ world — and then t^ach and learii liow to 

^^ live; 
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^.Kve^that you one: time xtaj fee your 
^ firicndf die with joy unutterable.*' - - *• 

irJ.wMtoIgive a .maniifcript to a peiCbn 
Iftar to take a copy^ and left Betar a quitter of 
an hour with fiiutle&fearchesL^^Inipatiaicir 
began to nufe her head pow^rfaU)i» aod 
cBfplayed herfelf^ at lead, in my looks. An* 
dthor trifling Jinddentencr^e^ my impa* 
dence. I grew» however^, fpoti -^edfy again. 
All my impaliaice is/o^ fiich occafions, 
loon filenced^ if^ I oni^y can,; Mfirain^ from 



I received a little treatife from' !Straflbourg> 
TS^ Sf^cr^ff of i/Sztfry which'Ihaftily/perufed, 
)|i]rit,)(iot with great emotion of hearty becaufe 
iLwas only one (heet, and, I wanted k litUe 
i^fft ; ycit I found a line in it whidi I will 
b^trt ki:tny ii^4^im. . 
2i Somt fbort vi£its.-N<)omfortedur afflided 
: . . . . ■ perfon 



ite jpramxAL OF ' Am 

pexfi^nr by,, the idea; ^ Wlmt t^catf kot 

« do God cattt God is greater ^dm^tiaf 

^ hcartl"- ..-•-..... 

A note from Mife M**% ^I^orfjr niift 

^,add»'' (%s fl»V thati Tor^ fikqtiolii^ 
^ have read-wxllLiintttfe^ahie iptoafwe ^ba 
^.-aronjas... . i ;-: <\J '■ . "• 

'♦-•ik -■* ****'*i '"^i /• ' t * - 'i - **.••-• 'i .J 

. **NcaB^^ to eternal blcffing • .. . ^ * 

-^ «« tk^tteSG&'thrcwigh eVcrynigfe'; "' '' 



^ ■•' TruiJjrii^lpMterntlm^;?^ . ^ . ^, 

•• Peace! myloull look U2 rejoicing 

._:: ':^Td»aBtiitci|iaIgnieer^ .----^ - '-'-"^ 

•* Mercy are his words and mercy .\:.?.t,6\ 

^ Arc for eyer all his ways !". r . * 

. . JM|t \vifit tbU'iine at iilnHer/ jthlil Ott 
fittleboy is grbwingiveiry i»> i^bt kMjlBa^ 
]iidBed» wty: pale/ ^ L can'* tmlx^^v'-AJi 
tmng^bees/fieed of a^gvearburdei^l^ ilff 
(uSering mother's releala.finMti cnlf«yf^«iMt 
irae>l irasib fatisfied wUbGod^tluftttus 

information 
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ittformatton tiid not zffeBt me vtry much.--* 
He will always be under the proteQion of 
<}od.—— After dinner I went to my aunt, 
who feemed to be very weak, and on the 
"brink of the grave.*-I do not expeft her to • 
Jive many days tongef . I fpoke to, and 
prayed with, her as well as I could, that is 

very faintly. ^My prayer would have been 

more fervent, if a lively experience on my part 
had had a greater Aiare in it. 

I wis obliged to retire for a few moments. 
— ^My uacle related, meanwhile, the hiftory 
#f her iUnefs. — I jfcarcely heard what he 
(aid, my attention being occupied with too 
inany other things, ^ J alfo am a fhadow, 
'^ encircled by the light of God — a handful 
^ of duft, animated by an Invifible, unez<* 
^-piorable power.'' Thi^ tmh ftruck my 
tiblil forcibly — I was called up ftairs, ftaid a 
little while with my aunt^ and feeing itbtt 

Vol, II. U ftie 
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flie was.iii^clinecj to deep, recommended her 
to the merqy of .God.—- T- : , . ;. 

On my >ira)r to ray houfe, I called on W 
artift wbo had painted my mpther lying r in 
her coffin, .^a^ferene as a. redeemed, who 
has conquered* j I could not .help telling 
him : " Indeed ! I could never .believe .that 
" the dead will rife, if I did pot believe .in 
•^ the refurre£lion pf Chrift^r) 1" The, jErfl 



(c). Chrid has indeed, hroagLi. to ligbtp hf hit ^bQ)el 
aiid refurred^ion, Hfe and iminortallty | • a bleflk^ for 
which we never can be thankful enough. All other arj^u* 
ments for the tmmortality ofthie Ibu! ar^'toodi&iuIttdBe 
undarftood by. the generality of no^nkipdj and evemtljafe 
who can comprehend them, are not always entirely cafed 
by them. But we bugh t neverthclefs, not to Hqcflk'nOT" to 
decry and to weaken thefe ar^ments. They come jErdta 
Gkid, as well as thofe particular promifes of (he divinityt 
and have a great weight with him who has learnt to'refieft 
^on Crod, on himfeify and oa his preient ftate. Cfariftittiihy 
•,<ira^Dargi| intended to render luunan reaiba ulelqis or 
contemptu^e, bat to aid and to lead her to the path of 



\riitlu -• • • E. 



man 
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man wlio announced and promifed refurrec- 
tioHySL phyfical life in a- new animated, body 
—died, and was dead, as fure as my mothejr 
here in the. coffin — and returns to life ^gain, 
Here ^11 metaphyfical reafoning is cut off at 
.once, that fpecious reafoning which, againft 
M^e^cperknce^ talks of living without a body^ of 
fouls, ^'ofjouisy and feparates what God evei; 
and every w:here has joined. — Here experi* 
,ence, faft, re/urreSion of one who was deady\% 
placed before our eyes ! If we behold matr 
ters in this light, how much gratitude do 
Mre owe to. the firft harbinger and the firft 
-witQefs of immortality y not of the /(?»/, but of 
man, of man! --.------. 

- My little boy begged me to fhow him 
Jiis grand-mama ^ I carried him down ftairs, 
and.he viewed her attentively, without fay- 
ing a word. 1 faid nothing to him, excejjt 
M a ' ' at 
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it titt'. ** lliiii h i body whhaut a foxd, 
•* aridj for that rfedfort, it is dea<J. What 
** has animatftd tWs body, though one cotjH 
'* not tte it, i« the fph-it." « Where b now 
• fh6 fpirit r" he afked,— « Whh God** was 
my pepfy, ** from whom it came.'* ' ' 

Oeconomieal concetti* —I thendefcrfbeJ 
the Mifery of a fickperfoh,— I fknoiedtldwta 
be freed of all mifery, and ftrong enough to 
be^f all foreign and perfonal diftre^, because 
God has taken from *« Ac mifery of my 
nrotherj bat, alas! the mifeiyof Mrs. S***, 
who iftiplofes the pity bf all men, is ftid 
greater than the fafferings, the weight oi 
which almoft crulhed my fainted mother. 

Oh f my unfpesdcably good God au^ 
father! give me a pare, humane, and fender 
heart, which is as much affe^ed foy Hut 
itrifery of othera a$ by its own, and equally 

eag«e 
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eager to procure relief, comfort, dfid aid to 
M fellow-fufFerere ! 13iw« is ftill a leayeii 
left in my heart, which frq^juently ileal* 
from me the ifuhlime Jiappineifi jof pme, un" 
mixed fraternal love. Is it indolence, vanity, 
too much fcff-conceit, ot what is it that, a$ 
it were, fetters my love-f 

A heedlefs perfou in the houfe of cprrec- 

tioii affordedtis, after my xetum up ftiurs, ati 

opportunity to §>eak of different degrees of 

crimes, and of the Jjmmorality of c<rtai9 

fins. We fpoke afterwards of the'Englifti 

clergyman Duchal — of the happinefs that 

^fiowsfrom the fubmiflion.tothe will of God, 

aAd from our accommodation to it.— The 

iroore we obcy^ the greater our dominion 

' will he — not only beyond the grave— but 

^already here. No life is more tranquil and 

-more evidently bleffed, tb^n the artlefs and 

childlike life, accommodating itfelf quickly 

M 3 to- 
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to every hint of divine providence [J). How* 
ever, • if it pleafe God, I fhall elucidate this 
better on fome other opportunity. 

P*** was with us, and we fpoke of thofe 



(ii)f We muft certainly accommodate ourfehes to ez« 
terqal pireumftancesi^ coniider them with refpe6t tq their 
dependance «n God and his will, and willingly and faith* 
'fiiUy take hold of every opportunity of being ufcfql and 

' ^nd to others ? but H^ neither can, nor ought to accom- 
modate ourfelves only to ej^temal circunaftances, Reafin 
inftruAs us as well and generally furcr of what God will 
we (hall do in eypry individual cafe, than t}>e external things 
around us. We can and ought to fee farther than children 
can fee. Children are generally guided merely by prefent 
obje^s and incidents, but nue ought alfo to refle6k on the 
more diilant confequence^ of pur actions, an4 to compare 
what is prefent with what is to come. Our conduA can 
therefore, not be entirely like their's. T§c child is 
governed by fenQble impreflions; the many bowever, is 
guided by principles of the juftncfs of which he is con- 
vinced. And how many are the duties of our calling, 

.' iituation, and employment from the accurate and imm0b' 
diatc pcrformaRce of which no external circumfbmccs dare 
prevent us ! 

whom 
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tvfajm Scriptuire ^calls ungodfy^ and of the 
internal natwal health of foul with refpefl: 
to fove. Tkennerciful Jhdll obtain mercy ; the 
UAjing fludt k^ helmed. Of nothing in the 
wbrld am I furer than that lovq is the chief 
Ornament .of humian nature. We can never 
be- tired •f ioye ; love can never create diC- 
guiib and averfion.— Love is joy, on account 
of the happinefs of others ; and to endeavour 
to make our fellow creatures happy, isithe 
ftirqft way to render ourfelves happy. Afl 
iove that can ^ make, us repine isafelfrint 
leitiftedand felfifli, how little foevenwb may 
^ink fo. 1 AH verbal knowledge, verbd 
prayers, and all that is fymbolicai and typU^ 
tial^iisnbthicig, but fcaffolding is.only a light 
covering of. 4he foul, is only local and tent 
<pora} ntatter. Love is fentiment and life, 
toot -type nor. word. All fcaflfolding, all 
'fyibbols muijk vamOi in the hour of death:; 
* . M 4 love 
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te^ 6iily. nanadiii. So tamoh lorv^ we tak^ 
dooig witii t&b iiito etenii(y» ib iiiiith> tncl 
not morev liai^pm^fil teiU attend us. The 
ralue «)f our fiith i)B zVwMy% ^tepcffti^tttt t« 
its prod^mg lote in a mdr^l nlktocr ; hiA 
'» vftluftUetmly as a m$an^ but li^ aa ^fe^ 
Fmth works enly ia a moral wtf; aod 
iri&at is ati faith enforced 1)y the €oi^ 

idV€ ieJkved and known ikt kvt whkh Hid 
hekrs us. if Qidfu 4oved m^ wt ougJk itffbii 
iove fine ano^ker. 6W is hve^^^^^ve ieUivk 
fkky then we can and fliall become kfte as 
he is \Qyp9 give as ke gives^ apd foirgive at 
tie has forgiven.-^*^ 

. I continued my Journaj;^ but coi4d hardfy 
Jfccep ray feyes ope«s beqaufe I had^fept very 
little kfi niglit, and was obliged to |^D t9 
ibed. However, before I went to <leep> I 
read firft^ajetter from a yQxmg lady to belt 
• .. . . inftruftor 



iBftrtt£br in religion, commuaicttcd to mc 
hy a friend of niiae« One of <he chief 
ideas thai adooi this letter, is tbf 'ioUowing ; 
'* i will conftantly remtaaber the fduoWia|^ 
^- thtte head Iburces of virtiie : iie ^ti^ant 
*f refleSkn in desti ; tie Jiitrt JhAte ptwp- 
^ denc€ fakes euen m eie moft irjfiing incideHis 4 
^ aifd the J(fveline/s vf religibn U general. / 
^ will <l^ely adhere to $kejk ideas, which are 
«* thefew4xs of all %/irtues j will never hjfe fight 
^ o/ehem, and then I h^ ywr Ubmr in eke 
•* herd will not be in vain.'' — 



SuKt>AY, Jan. 17, 1773. 



I WAS fiefiitlfor hy my aunt, as ibon as I 
an-oke;'becimfe ihewas very weak ^nd dif-- 

trefled 
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trefled in her mind. I found her, indeed, 
very faint and confifortlefs ; this- was^ how- 
ever, the natural' confequence of her con- 
ftitution and illnefs. I was obliged to 
ftruggle veiy hapd, in order to get rid of the' 
drowfinefs which lay heavy on my eyes. I 
read to her the confeffion of fins which I had 
compofed yefterday. I find> indeed, that if 
one cannot fpeak direftly, and in a-moft 
confidential manner to fick people (a very 
uncommon* cafe), one can, by means of 
prayers and hymns, cohvey to their mind 
every thing one^ought to fay, and yet dares 
not venture to fay without offending and 
lofing the moft neceflary confidence, provided 
one does not negleft.the natural precaution 
to begin with general fubjeSls, and to become 
by degreed more fpecialjmd affefiting.— 

Bemg again in pri^e^ I refleflted on 
funerals, grave, and othec fimilar thtof t — 

Mn 
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Mr. Sch***, my brother-in-law, came to 
fee me. We fpoke of an aftion which, a( 
firft fight, appeared to be very mean. I -was 
very angry at it, at firft ; however, cooler 
reflexion convinced me that I had been too 
precipitate. I imagined myfelf in a fimilar 
fituation, and we agreed that a great deal of 
the feeming injuftice of that a£lion difap* 
peared. It is one of the moft common 
vanities of good hearts, that they put thenjr 
felves too precipitately and too violently in 
a paffion, on account of certain aftions and 
certain kinds of behaviour. — It looks fo 
moral and fo fentimental, to affume a 
fcomful air on occafion of certain faults com^ 
mitted by other people ; but, alas ! how 
mafterly do pride and cenforioufnefs conceal , 
'themfelves behind that look ! I will accuftom 
myfelf to change names, and to imagine 
myfelf in the room of others-^and never to 

lofo 



1-7^ jovnsjih Of A 

lofe figbt of myklCm criticiGng e&ers. ^ *> 
-. • - After dinner^ fhort vtfits. Gflw* 
tmzied my Journal. StiBed ^nger, bec^ufe 
J had called my fervant in y^ixk, fouT or five 
tisMTs^ and receivied a letter Brom a fnend 
who mformed me tiiat he would jxot comi? 
to ice me» being alraid to be trouble£>nie, 
OEi accocnt of my prefent fituation. — P**^ 
fame, ** How are you ?" •* I do not know 
^ it myfelf ; I ara^ however, eafy with re- 
•• fpeft to the paft fufFcrings of my mother ; 
♦* but ncverthelefe not quite free of core in 
** many other refpefts."— —-He went with 
me down ftairs to fee the corpfe. I ftood at 
the top of the coffin, and my friend on one 
iide. Both of us Complained of the fcaxci^ 
<^ important ideas and feelings at (b impor* 
tant a fight (r). ** The body in which. I 

II I I «t I I I I r III II I immmmmmmmm 

(e)» However important the obje^s we fee 8\na hear 

pMiy be, yet they cannot always produce the iiuae Virdj 

and 



SELF-OBSXRVEIt* t;} 

began to exift, and to grow a living bein^ 
now fies inanimate^ cold, and ftiff, hefort 
me. — What is my eye that fees it, and dbe 
clofed eye that does not fee ? What is file 
iand death ?* Sol thought after my fxiend 
Iiad left me — ^went to the apartment of my 
wife, featii^ myfeK Ulently by her fide, gave 
¥ent to my reffe£tions, and was abforbed in 
Ibft, devout, and fweet meditations, and 
prayer. - - - My father fent for mc^ 
lo read a lermon to him, and to my brother- 
in-Taw. Although I had longed very much 



sad deep imprefiontOD our mincL In t&is matter a j 
deal depends on our bodily difpofition, and an the pee 
ceding train of tdeat and occupations, and frequeotly on 
ttMidg eJrcunitoicfi which are notia our power, Pbaa 
CJmftian do;, therefore, not (brrow nor complaio« if tlkm. 
csnft not chink nor feel {6 mueh good, nor raife thy good 
iUm sad fedifigs^ to f«eh a degree of lireBneft and 
4kmfg&^ at thoa wliheiL The moie aaxiouflj th^u wik 
jfbifClDc&ait^tlieleftthouwihfttGceed. £. 



174 JOtTRNAL OF A 

for this folit^iry hour, and was in a felr way 
ta pray nioll fervently, and; to enjay the 
happieft raptures in God— yet I rofe after 
a few mpments. . JEvery callpf ^providence 
fiialji be performed by ma (tli^is is ipy ardent 
.^efire), fo quickly, fo willingly, and child- 
like, as if it were the iomiediate voice of 
God. I fearched amongft my fermons for a 
proper one, and found one on the worjjs.; 
" Therefore watch ye ^ for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour when the Lord cofneth*^ I read 
it, and my heart fmote me. Alas ! I fleep 
frequently, and watch feldom. How fre- 
quently ought I ftiir to fear the "coming of 
the Lord ! How frequently would he not 
find me in his bujinefs / - - - - " - . - 
J fpoke with a female friend, who came to 
fee my wife, of the evening fern\on (with 
.indifference), of niy fituation : of the turu of 
•my heart at the death of my mother." She 

could 



could not couceivQ how I, could have ftoo4 
the fight of he.r death, and jthat yof my two " 
jbeft friepds^ the darljng^ of my heart. — -7- 
I replied : .** I ratlier, will, wltnefs (iich a 
** fcepe^tj^n-notfee-it* Imaginatipn repwj-t 
** fents fu<^ . fcenes always more dreadful 
** than they, are in nature. Befides/ there 
** always occur fo many incidents whidt 
,5^ moderate our . fenfibility, occupy and di- 
** vert the mind, &c. &c. &;c. thaf I could 
** Hand thofe fcenes pretty, well. I was 
*^ frequeatly not able to weep >, though every 
/*one around me vept; "but afterwards, 
^^ v^hen I was in private, the longing of 
** love and the melancholy of painful defire 
** awoke* - - -------- 

,** When fitting with them in private, I en- 
** joyed- their fociety as much as poflible, and 
** could not endure the idea of their death 
^ their : abfence and difappearanc^. The 

*' funeral 
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•* funeral of Felix Heft almoft overpowered 
^* me, and yet his brother was left me. 
•* Both of us could hardly beir his lofe j we 
" mlfled him ever}'whcre ; but when the 
" fccond brother died too, I was almoft 
" ftuj)ified. . - - - Our feelings are* 
** in general, not in our power." ,. - . ^ 
We fpoi^e of other important matters; of 
life and death, hope and doubt, Chrift and 
immortality. -.---•-. v • 

Our friend left us, and Mr. Tobler carae 
to fee me. I fpent a ver/ pleaftmt hour in 
his company. I wifli I were at leifure to 
repeat our whole converfation. We i][X>ke 
a great deal of the fufferings of the deceafed^ 
of her good qualities and her deaths and her 
probable fate after death ^ of the ^eat jg* 
jiorance in which we are kept with refj^ed 
to the invifible animating part of man ; of 
the unfpeakaMy comforting hiftorical ccr.^ 

tainty 






ttfiity of Chrift's refttn»^a&> of the Mtimi 
doubts concerning immoitaRty ofid re-atumaf* 
tion to vrhich mati is fiibJQ^ at tli^ l$ffi|^t of a 
fek or a dying perfoa, and of tbe fupporting 
fomr of £Tang6lical Rerelatiott mth refped 
tb this pbint5-'*^f vifiting the fick; of our 
inabili^ to command our feelings, of the im 
toitive kno^edge of feeSngs that originate 
in a tiatuial manner ; of the found and (ingle 
eye which fees every thing as it is and no|; 
as we w£9i k to be ; oif the wifdom of facri* 
ficittg burfe)yes always to providence, and of 
fiilimttting to eveiy call of ohr heavenly 
ftuAeri 4of the ftriking ftrokes in the faiftorjr 
<tf 'Clhfift> who klways fubmitted in. that 
jbofiiaer to prt^vidence; ot iht fameneft of 
IKot^d JfuJBerings and anions — ferther : of my 
father, his good nature his lingular love of 
equity; of his^ anxious care to wrong no 
one, a.nd always to examine whether every 
Vol. IL N 
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oae. has rieccived his due, a^d foinething^ 
more over and above, &c. &c: &c« 
.1 continued my journal in my Wife's apart- 
ment after my friend had left me.— The fre- 
quent ufekfs 4n4 teazing queftions which 
my little boy troubled me with almoft 
provoked me to impatience. ^^ ■ ^ -i- - 

At table-i-my thoughts Wete conflanflj) 
occupied with my mother, — *^ Will fhefaave 
*^ nothing to comptein of ^gainft thee before 
** that incorruptible judg^, wh6 dwells, in 
*^ heaven, and before, his boly angels ?** • • 

When I was going to bed^and Wilbed a 
good night to my little fon who was jiift 
awake/he faid : ^* Papa! doyoukn#wwhat 
'^ I am thinking? I refie£l on all the good 
'' grand-mama ha$ don« mQ/'-— I rejoiced at 
it, and blefied him/ 

.ii^ ^ m * ^ 

MoirPAT^ 
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I AWOKE at fix o'clock, and fang Gel- 
kirt^s b]rmnl - I^ life glides rafiidty along, &c« 
&:o« &c. I wias extremely lazy and ftretched 
out m my bed as if I had no fouL The re^ 
coUedion of my abf<»t brother who, by this 
time^ probably will have received the news 
of hiy mother's death, and, without doubt, 
will flied the bittereft tears on that account, 
roiifed iny feelings^ and excited me to pray 
for him and for myf«lf. - - • - - - 
1 went to my father. — ^A diftreffing day for 
hite !— — He requefted me to read to him 
the daily m&rning prayer from Weiflc's prayer 
book. . Some obfcure expiseifions which T 
was fure would not be underftood,,difturbed 
my attention a little. — ^After prayer I went 
N2 to 



to fee the coffin which had been carried out 
of the alcor^ji add placed .in &e ^AflagCf I 
removed the covering, and (hed a filial tear 
over her corpfe. - - - - We did not 
fafi^r theqbjSb.tb be fcrei;v;ed .up 791, bc^ 
caiife my. mAbtx had obl«rved tha fiUM 
mie with tffyt&, to all HuyCt who had dl^iii 
ourfeiaily^ -: ••;, «. * >. ^ 4 •• • 
I contihued my Joutnalj tad wta caQd4 to 
breakfait» The beautiful giou^ Which wia 
afTembled alttioft. : moved a)e to tears s i4y 
dttar wife in the bed t little K^br/at ha k^ 
and Nanejilbe oti her fiool u^ two t^aiM 
before ^ bed.. . She Wa) jpvirig then tiiraf 
foup ; I took; a {itadl^and drew aflcetoh^of 
thirii fi^nliij^cene on h flip of pdper. >^BAC 
^ you fotg!il: 6he petfon that bekmgt: 1^ liib 
^ groupe, and &ares ojit pkaAlte !'' my 
ikrifb faid, ;imiling:w;: ^ - f* • Noi^«qr 
jdywais compIcte^God' folbfiT y^v jre dw» 

lings 



lifl^ft of my heart I the giver of jfiyjCrod— ► 
Godbkfeye^l 

As fooii &s Inreakfaft was over I went to 
imprkrt this fcene indelibly on my mind.— i- 
It is fo extremely fweet to recolkfl: fuch 
leeneSy particiilarly if they occur on daj^ 
which are rendered remarkable by other 
ineidents* - - ♦ -. :* *i - * - *. . 
We fpoke at my amrt's, to whom I paid a 
vifit, 6f books of devotion^ aiid of Trefcho's 
Bible for dying people, which was lying on 
fte tabie.-w-l judge very reluftantly of books 
of that fort; 1 ilmoft dare neither "recom- 
^nendy. nor cBfapprove one. It is cruel to 
mdce fick peopfe loathe a book from which 
ihey derive comfort and edification ; but it 
is, at the feme time, very dangerous to 
itcommcnd a book which contains fo many 
confiifed^ obfcure, unevangeiical and nnf- 
tpplicable things^ and is not written in the 
N 3 found 
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found and manly tone <jf the Gofpel that 
elevates our heart and our fpialj and; never 
thelefs^ contains many i^oodi and excellent 
paffages which may overbalance all mifcbief 
that might^ife from its defeats. But where 
can we find a jbook of that fort which would 
be called perfefl? I am always perplexed 
when I am defired to point out one. -J^ll 
the bopks of devotion which I can. recom- 
mend in fome. refpe£):/ a^, for example: 
Tobler's^ Sjunks's, fome coUeaipns of hymns, 
the Meditations of the Afcetic Spcicty^ &c. 
/ &c. Sec. are far from being, vifhat is wanted 
and wiihed for^ and do hot enlighten the 
mind, and. warm the heart at the fiMnetkne, 
They contain too many paffages which can 
be read only to few fick people, and too 
much common place matter ; are either too 
fpecial^ or written in a language which the 
fick are either too much ufed or entire 

ftrangers 



firangersto* ; Thcyare^mgcMi^l^ veiy^a^^^ 
ceHent for people who are ufed to reading $ 
however>.amoiigil a hundred iick people are 
tcBxccty two who are ac^cuftoxned. to it« 
One ought to publUh no prayer^ no hynm, 
non meditations for fick people, before they 
have been tried at the ficlcbed, and polifhed 
till diey :fit exa£tiy. I have compofed feveral, 
and;fimnd that few of them are applicable. 
In thi$ refpeft too I ought to pray to God 
finrwifiiom*. 

; I received a note from a bookbinder. I 
mis rathoT: angry at his fuppofed indifore- 
tiott^ta'trottblemeon/i^i aday^andfatd oa 
0pefaingi;it^^^cc^uld he not have fent at- 
ibme other timei'' why muft he: fend today ? 
#*-?Howeverf it contaioedan j»pology for hii 
not being able to.aifift atthefunerftl of my 
oother^ hi« wife beingjill^ X changed my 
N 4 language 
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Uagingt jbiftaiitljr* a^d bluflvid a fitHe* . ,<• , 

Tlie C0|5li was goini* to^]be<. icrecwed iqi^ 

atid I woDtMiawn ftaittt. My ^Jmoth^r wai 

f^her prettier :^ mora dx^M«effiAiel>diaii; aft 
any time of her life.- I put' mjrhaiid micd 
iMre - - - fcRT the laf^ tin^Jto her cold 
forehead.*-My brother ftood fifobt^ atidwidi 
^eepmg ^y&i by the fide of the coffin^ Jdof ^ 
felf at the top, and my eldeft filUr clofe hif 
me. The lid of die coffin now was flrat-^I 
removed konp^ more after, the i^ of ^tfae 
eompany w^^ ^on^.^-^It ikovrvvzs forewed 
uf> ; I leanedl myfelf againii the coffin whicli 
ft^d on a 1^\q in the back ^psai cf thil 
houfbii d(M]^ t^^amkii^dOodwidi tears for ali 
tbe good he bas'beftowed cm me through my 
ffiothor wlio now^ enjoys Im etemai re& 

Alas 



Alas \ hont nmch more: gnXeful could ; I 
have bGen4r— J[lewaid her, merciful God! 
and dD'.wiiat;is>n^ ionger^in my power 1 — 
Fm^ive^fi^iiKiAtts/^gh^Hlf^This was my 
fir£k tbougbt ; and my fcicohd> .when will fdy 
eo£Eni be icrewed up.. When fliall my wife^ 
mji cb&dtdn^ inf. hiesnds; and my kindred 
fiand aroKupui ^yz coffin?: '-anijl what (hallr I 
ihenbe~2!- .' »• ■■> f- ? ■ • • ■" - 

My gikrfian' Angel has alrcSaay fired the fpot ' 
Where t& ^k nigte mjr iik>]td ftame fM 
PcrhBJpa j^eqaj^^n l^^px^ whi<^ tjip i]^U bi^ ^ 
My day-cold corpfe, by my ancef^ors fide, 
Wereeut^ ndw, to fonn tfa^daiUI^M lodge 
Wl^inB 4.{li9^ reft with thttn^to nfi^i^ft^ . . .'; 

What God Iminort^ made camxot the grave retaia! 

tThe coffin was cprried out^ and cotrered 
vMk a white and a black cbtfa ; every pin 
which it was fattened withTenewed the idea 
in my minds again a ftep fiuther removed 

from 
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£x>m me{^thu6 thou wiU be: coveted one 
flay I • - * " • ^ "'" ^' -<^ * -» 
I went to the; apbvtmeiit^ where the 
mourners wereaflembled, and was fflent ^d 
abforbed in meditation. They ; wi?re ipeak! 
ing of the moft trifling ful^jeds.^I went 
inoiHmfuIly down fiairs, and ftood before the 
houfe ahnbit petrified.^ The weather was 
very bad> the coffin carridS out of the houfe^ 
and I almoft wept, becaufe I could notihed 
a tear of love, at: a fight of fuch a nature. 
My ftujpefaaion i*eas eafily acctoAted fbr ; 
I endeavoured, however, to divert my 
thoughts as little ids poffible, and prayed as 
well as I could at church, and in going 
home.— At fupper.we fpoke of my .mothier's 
illnefs and death, and of the judgment afiier 
death.--rl could not repel the idea: ?* iafl.of 
** us,"~^and then my looks wandered from 
Ode to the other — ^ every one of us will die 

" one 



^ one - dayv either before, ot wJthy^ ' oiP afiret 
.«^ me;'' eithferof an ittnefs op fijddinljr—aiiid 
f^ what 'Will tiiei ^bC'the ^fitCiatiOn-of the • 
^ dyihg, theidead, at Ae fiviftg-?*'-^! tiewed 
one eye afterithe other^: ^* Thou wilt break* 
*^ wilt faerclpfe one day ; wilt fee no longer, 
^* nor be feen l"— ^faid I^ foftly to myfelf— 
and then heaired a deep figh: *^0 God! 
«< open iny eyes that I may fee what I am, 
** and what will become of me !'* • - - 



Tuesday, Jan. 19, 1773. 



I AWOKE for the firft time in my life to 
find neither a living nor a dead mother m 
my houfe. I Tearch in vain for a mother 
who, notwithftanding all her Rulings, was an 

extraordinai^ 



4wtia«!^i^«if3F fiwthfitf: parcntfr^IfetcvcD a 
j(|l»daw;«^lM€m.IJBieS She haa. been lb 
« fOpd to me^ Mid 4il9s{ I loAte returned her 
1^ ^ly }itt}^:! S0. ||>^ t^ONmJili b^ fuffier- 
iqgiLJiftfted Ippg for het)^ akklifo ioon hat 
ilwlp^n t^i^n :£co^ me-r-is gohe ibrever, 
h^om I C0UI4 asijqjr her> biefocoi ihe could 
enjojt 7X^9 a$ ^ modwfi witb^iUr rrirtuet, and 
f^iQn with ^ i^istimemts ought tp haws ci^ 
joyed one ^bokfaee during the fiMtkig days 
of a toilfome life. O! God! if I had but 
been endowed with more (kill and with a 
heart more compliant to correft her foibles, 
and to makq a gQod uf(^ of her excellent 
qualities I The knowledge of the. human 
heart, which experience has taught me, 
would now have enabled me to take more 
adv»Dta^ of the many virtues (he difplayed^ 
and rather to build on this foundation thatt 
merely tq comtai her faults, either by werds, 

loolcs. 
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Iboksy or An^i^i^'^AiKlTbt iI;hiiVe ^onk Mt 
to tttf^ rartiy^ and now kiii clo' it no mom I 
^ -.;«>-. \ V .'What rdpTDachefc would fny * 
heart nkakeiiwxm that accotimyHf I only 
were Ifuteble and honeft enough to lifttft fd 
itk Teptobathig'vt)ice.^*-Wellthen ! although 
tfakicmliilot be retrieved twHT repaired wilh'itei 
fpefll to ker per£m, yet I have fire fiftei* ^tA 
brothers, the children of thil iiiothe/j Wh6 
is fledfor ever; I have an old^ good> honeft^ 
and infiim father : I will make it my- thief 
biifinds to gi^e fo much the mxxt ple&fui«> 
and to'be fo muth the more Yifeful to th^f^ 
ct^efiB of my tendemefs. I will repay t« 
tilem what I have negle^bd In a moft 
blameable nwmner with refpe6t to my nK^thefi 
wbo difiiBguiiiMd me to ^min#ntly> and 
foug^ and vahwd wy company in fo abadi^ 
v^ aikl flattering a maimer.^! will (f!b¥ th«r 
metcy of <36d is n&tconfimd to a few dayiif 

and 



IfO JOTTRUTAL OP A'^ 

and JefUs Chrift is the Lord of the dead and 
the living), I will Sincerely, and with filial 

. fubmiflion, implore the father of fpirits to 
prefent their fouls unblameaUe and unre* 
proveable on the day of Jefus Chrift I - - 

^ . - - • - The woiid, at leaft my friends 
will, perhaps,. expe3: that thefe and fimilar 
thoughts and fentiments have occupied my 
foul on the firft morning when I found my 
mother neither dead nor alive in my houfe; 
this they will, perhaps, juftly expefl of a 
man who preaches in profe and in vcfrfes to 
hit country, and to the world, and who ever 
has done moralizing ; but the world and my 
j^-iends will, in this cafe, be very much mif- 
taken* - - - - - • - - - ^ -*' 
, I awoke, on this firft motherlefs nK>ming, 
without any thoughts and fentiments, as in- 
dolent, as iriianimated piece of flefli, as 
callous as a ftone. — ^Alas ! when 0iall I 

awake 
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awake from this fleep (/) ? I rofe with re- 
lu^ance^ but came^ by degrees^ a little to 
myfelf, and went to begin my occupations. — 
Almoft the whole /day was dedicated to 
ceconomical bufinefs, which left me littlr 
time for refle£tions on myfelf — I went to 
reft at eleven o'clock, diflatisBed with my- 
felf, and yet not without hope* 

^ ^ m m m 



(/)• Where can we find that man wIid ahrayt conU ' 
uCb hit intfWeaiiat powcrt aahc wiihet to do?, who ia aor , 
(bmetimes nxMV fl«b than fpirit, who fiKHild not fireqaendf 
be ioTcdved agatnft hit will» In infenfibility and inaAmty? | 
The4[rg|t|^j^b3oi^^ I 

we, porhaptt moft freqoently fuljeft to fttdh nhhoi^ I 
^greeaUe» jrct unaT<ndaUe cfaanget. 



WsPNESDAYj 



Wednesday, Jan. 20^ .I77S» 



I AWOKE half an hour' after & o'clocl^ 
from horrid dreams, and very tired. Oh ? 
ii)rd T open my eyes, that I may fee what ^ 
ought to fee (^') !' 



(^}. Do not expeft| Chriftian reader, that God will in** 
ftrufl thee by dreams, for he has never promifed it, and 
4rt have fnrerumn to kilow Us "VfilL WkMrver Sfftns 
to-dseaau isiagMat danger to be deodML ^ kji Jmagw 
B»tk>n and to bemiOed. Wlien iIm iMidyh fcepo^ tilt 
find can, indeed, n^refieat to herMf tettiin thiage mam 
Imlyandckariy than vrhen h k amkot or )iit iipMi «ei^ 
tAk ideas wfakfa ihe would noft Ittfire fouaA ift « wdooii^ 
ftate ; yet (he never can ioreice, wtllia d«gice of <oertittity« 
future events, neither in one nor in ihe other cafe. I do 
not doubt but the author is of the fame opinion* He 
cfteems fcnpture and reafon too much, and knows the 
turns of the human foul too well, than to give much 
credit to dreams* £• 

A fliort 
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- A fhort^refleSioii on the^xiftence tad the 
dtoth bf my mother, reminded me that my 
life iff fufpended by a hair.— I endeavoured 
to raife my hftart to God ; but the dverbur-^ 
defied and giddy heart did not fmd him. I 
was obliged to get up and to refume an oc« 
cupation which I have begun yefterday ; I 
did it almioft with relu^nce ; however, it 
could not be poftponed. ...---. 

. Received a letter from a female friend, 
&€. &c. &c. - God knows that my heart 
alwaijrs condemns me when I am praifed 
than I deferve, though h <hould be 
with tbe beft and moft nnflatterbig 
'; for, tappott I really had alt the good 
iIBafities which are afcribed to me, and 
which ffill are very impeifi^ why do not 
Acrfc that praife me (peak alfb of my findts 
and bod incEoations, which cminof poffil^ 
efiaipe the notioeof my iotimate friends^ my 
Vol. U. O 
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heart being fo comimimcatiMe^ mA my cha- 
X9&QX foopen? Or, if they do fiot like to 
fpeak erf vhat they muft obferve^f why does 
their kno\fJedge of my faiUa|[9 not lower 
the ^efcription they, give of. me? Not«jljr 
love, but friend&ip too miuft be bliddi if .it 
were poffible diat one of my friends couU 
overlook the lightnefs «ad lfivity-:Qfi iny 
chara£ter, and the many, proofs I give of 
vai4ty» lazioefs, negleft^ and fei^aaHty^ fo 
very humiliatitjg to flie.. - -. - - ^ * 

p*** cBme to fee me s we fyckt of Wie- 
larid, &c. .&c. ice. Mrs. G**^ issformed 
me of her being very much diftreffed abo(ut 
tiie money for the board <«f .her (on, a very 
clever boy. The whole fiini amounting to 
no more than/foar guSders, I gave it hfer, 
from the money which my father had giveii 
me for the jpoor in the dame of my jaother^ 
9nd flie accepted it with gratitude. - ^ . - 

Iwent 



S£LF-OBS£KV£R^ I95 

I went, to p^t wy papers. « order, jand 
v^nis fncquentjjr. pbliged - tp liave rqcQuiie to 
the ide^^ : it frnft be done ! — I: if an ppt dp ai 
^eatcjr ;woifc of charity than thi? ; -not only 
becaujCe it pleafes my wife^ who is fo fond of 
regi^aritj^r^ nor^hpcaufe I am enabled thereby 
to rcftaifj;j^e|irpl)er^y p^^veiy one who has 
l^nt mq boplf^ or manufcripts, and is either 
tpopoli^<)fr; ^OTjegligent fp remind me of 
ijoty^mpplitpnefs apd negligence ; but^iefly 
bqcai^e.the cQni^njt fesurches for papers or 
booksT^ 0if of my tipe and good humour. 
-i^tU humoiMr i^-th^.niQft.'nps^iou^ poifon to 
the tpul; ijyi. humour is the fir(l. natural e^e^ 
of jfearqhing ; and not iSpding, is the c^mfer 
quence of irregularity,* which always hi^ 
this bad efie£i» although' it be Q^ng ever fd 
little to negleft, or ever fo unavoidable.— 
The fight of the crowded tables, chairs, 
chefts, &c. &c. &c. the profpe£): which iiext 
wetk, whefn I hardly Ihall It^e a ftoitii^t 
O2 to 
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to fptire, offfered to my mihd/aiid fome 
pretCiti^ bufihefs, which cbuM not be de- 
layed, iiivited ill-humour with a loud voice. 
-^My affiftatft chift^red me Up. L/Z. came, 
and I was glad to fee him. I wasf; itodeed,' 
at firft, rather unfeafy on account of nij^ bufi- 
nefs, and becaufe t llad not btie ernpfy chair 
to offer him;' 1 recovered,' however, my 
ferenity very fobh, tad enjoyed his 'ci6mpa!riy 
for half an hdur with great fedsfaftioti. : We' 
fpoke of our duty to liften to the voice of 
relTgion in all fituations,— — — 1 wifli to fee 
But one inftance when love (hould hot know 
hbw to ileal upon us ; Iwifh to fee that in- 
fignificant, inane, dry occupation for the 
perf^^ of which all-fufficient love 

could hot afford ui Kght and warmth {X). - 



{h}m^ It it ccrtaiolj yerj fMriknt when 1 fincere, oor« 
dial love to our £eflow creatorci-amiiuites w in whatever 



I wifli I could always record the ideas 
which frequeatly occur to my mind much 
eaiier in^a confidemtial difcourfe with a friend^ 
' who is a lover of truths than when I am me- 
ditating ever fo ferioufly. I can» indeed, 
not part with the idea, that if I were more 
at leifure, I could write nothing more ufeful 
and entertaining for my children and friends, 
and, perhaps, for the world too, than a com- 
plete Journal i however, I cannotfpare fo 
much time. If I am brief, the advantage 
which I ihall derive from it will, indeed, be 



we loLve to fpeak or to perform with or for them, and when 
it renders important, and fweetens even our moft trifling 
and infignificant occupations and fenrices. However, I 
caution thee, Cfariftian reader, in the name of the author, 
not to mifteke for fymptoms of love» the friendly mien and 
countenance, the fmooth and fawning tone of voice, and 
the wheedling deportment, whereby love fometimes is 
meant to difcover itfelf, nor to defpife and to condemn 
thofe who are not. tuned to that key, but are colder and 
more ferious in their deportment, though moro fincere 
and hoiK&k ' £• 

O 3 greal 
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great enough ; but then it wHI -aflford very 
little benefit to mjr friencfe and my fouj aftef 
my deccafe, and for thit reafon, I have fre- 
quently wilhedfer a ferene and. tranquil dfty, 
when I fliould be difpofed to defign generti 
fliort hand chairaiQfers', "which'tvouid feve.me," 
at teaft; half the tim« and paper, if accul^ 
tomed to them.^^Ohe of the principal ideas 
vdiich thiseVeiiing ftaflied upon niy foul 
tvith a glaxing Hght (ought not cvety one to 
record the birth-Kiays of his bed ideas) ? was 
the foltowing: ^*"The merit, foundhefs, and 
*' integrity, of a Chriftimi fyftem of religion, 
^^ can be fixed /in three different ways. 
/^ There are three different kmds of examina- 
" tton by which ^t can be put %o the tcft. 
^ I. It muft be «^tirefy confonunt with the 
*' whole fyftem of the whole Ipirit of Divine 
*^ Revelation, Ai/ziai eveiy individual parts 
•'of Reveljttion muft have a referen^^e^to 
'* thofe ideas which one c^s one's i^eljgion. ^ 

^ Religion 



S£Lr«OBtBRVBX, t^ 

^^ Religion muft net only be iM^m^ it muft, 
^^ at the fame time^ be adapted to the moA 
*' different-ieeming manners of conception 
^ of its authors^ diftinguiihed and impower*^ 
^^ ed hf God ; word and fpirit, example and 
^^ hte of Chrift muft concentre in thefe 
^^ notions in the moft harmonious manner. 
^^ II. It mult always be parallel with the 
^ nobleftx purefl^ and moft fublime inclina* 
^^ tions and fentiments of every (bund human 
^ heart — The beft human heart muft be its 
^^ prototype. ^ HI. ft muft be applicable tq^ 
^t 41^'fituations of our life ^ muft not delire us 
^^ to change, thft nature of things, but enable 
^^ iia to be tran^il, content, and happy in 
^tim exifting nature ctf things. It muft be 
«f:^pp^bfe>to all mankind, at all times, at 
'f dltrpibces, aoid in all iituations, and capable 
^* Xo difplay itfelf through actions and fuf« 
*f fcrings.' ~-This. idea is not quite ripe, 
O4 however. 
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however, it charms me. r ^^ ^ ^ m '^ 
In the afternoon I paid a ihort vifit to 
Mr. P***. We fpoke of my mother, of 
her fufferings, of the unfpeakaWy unhappy 
Mrs S***, who fufFers . ftill more than my 
parent did, of love, of the fhortnefs of life, 
&c. &c, &c. P*** was jufi writing a fermon 
on love, the chief points 6f which I will im- 
print on my memory. /. Thejacrifice ofwr 
wealtiy nay of KJe itfelfj is notjufficient to am- 
fiitiUe hve. II. In love every thing depends 
upon the fiate of our heart. III. Love Jkows 
itfelf through various efeSls, and dytiugui/hes 
itjelf in the clearefi manner from thefalje apptar^ 
arice of kve^ IF. fFithouf love all pretenfionsr 
toChriJlianity arefalfeandufelefs^ WielandV 
Golden A&ror was lying oa the writing deflc. 
An excellent frontifpiece ! a happy family. 
P*** was half enchanted with the beautiful' 
ideal of an jbappy people which he had 

found 
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jbund in it. He communicaited to me fanes 
ral bther ideas from this book, which 
pleafed me extrem^ely well. I (hbuld like 
to read it, if I <ioiikl fpare &> much time. 
Such performances, written with fo much 
taiie, knowledge of the human heart, ahd of 
mankind, and fo much ingenuity— are cer« 
tmnly excellent food for manly fouls. How 
little foever 1 can be entirely fatisfied with 
Wieland (not becauib he is jocund, but be* 
caufe he is fometimes wanton and offends 
decency), yet I read none of his perform- 
ances without benefit. Nay, I muft confefs 
(I would do it publicly, if I did not forefee 
that many weak and erroneoufly devout 
minds, particularly thofe whom Wieland 
calls : Hmnafihrodites of kypocrijy andfanaiit 
cipn^ would mifunderftand my confeffion, and 
make an ill ufe of it). I muft confefs that 
many afcetic works, *as they are called, do 

not 



not aSacd nte tboib bfsnegt (niPt to mention 
the h»pi;ovemeirf.of my taflx^ tyhich has fo 
gr«at an-jnfl^ence on nm^tyj vthich I de- 
rivfifrotn foaie pailages in his writings. It 
cssMWt be denifid^ tJwit it i$ offenfeye to a 
Iwart which iji no* loft to evcrjt fenfe o£ vir- 
tw, to Hftoct with ptfiagea which one can 
Ke?d neither -aloudttorfilently without Uwfli- 
kg. iThe yehitle of what n lealljr good ia 
fimictirnds xstsxtp efficacious thaa the xitedi* 
cine it&E. I iook upon it as if one were to , 
gifc to a pefibnr a bifitcr medbcine mixed 
witii a fweet ppifbn. Howcver> P*** has 
told mt that >tbis laft puhlicatioa of = Wkland 
ifi> withottt comparifola* better and mare ge- 
nerally lUfeftai than: aU his former ones {i)^ . 



(i) i hatfe read' this work, and liart mid it widi'a plcv 
fo« wbij^ }m becn.u)teituptfld by nothipj^ hwt the cni 
of it. Happy the excellent author, and h^ppy the pub« 
He, which almolt devours his original and pleafing writings, 

if 
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Thursday, Jan. it, 1773. 



1 AWOJCE at feven o'clock ; was again 
extremely lazy, and much troubled in my 
mind— r — Powerful impulfipns to prayer ! — 
Important concerns which. I will not intruft 
even to my Journal. So vqry inftru6live 
for me ! I promifed to do what fhould be 
in my power, and had fome hopes tp fuc- 
ceed. 



if he never degrades himfelf fp £ur as to become a prieil 
of fenfual luft> and exerts all his genius» his power of lan- 
guage^ his graccBy hk kacning, and his criticiixn, for the 
propagation of truth, yirtue, peace, contentment, and hap* 
pinefs in the enjoyment of the all-animating God I 

L. June, 1773. 

Thursday, 
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k 

r 

Thursday, Jan. 28, 1773. 1 t 



I FOUND it almoft impoffiblc, for foroc 
days, to continue my Journal. I will try 
what I can do to-day ; for I would certainly 
render this ufeful occupation more difficult 
by difcontinuing it too long. The intermif- 
£on of a good occupation, although ever fo 
excufable and neceffary at firft, can become, 
a motive for not refuming it at all, though 
the obftacles which have been thrown in 
our way (hould have been entirely removed. 
We are difinclined to begin again, only be- 
caufe we left off doing it ; we poftpone the 
continuation till we are, at laft, afhamed to 
refume it. This I experience almoft every 
day with refpeft to anfwers due to letters i 

have 



have received. If I am obliged to delay 
returning an anfWer, only for a few days, 
theii I poftpone it generally longer than I 
nxa neceJkateJ to dp. 

I had begged P***, or, rather, he had 
offered, ' to '^ft neve in arranging my manu* 
fcripts and letters, which i had been doing 
afa-ead3^ for fotxie days, thougb my patience 
had almoft beeii exhaufled by coQtinual in- 
terruptions. We began 'f after fix o'clock, 
and fucceeded very "t^ell till half an hour« 
paft eight. I received,^ mean time, a vifit 
from a young countryman whom I knew, 
and whofe mind appeared to me uneafy and 
difordered, and bordering on in£anity. He 
liftened attentively to what I faid to him, 
bit feemed not to comprehend my quefiiohs; 
Fo fpeak the truth, I had no inclination to 
bave any thing to do with him, becaufe I 
was oceupied with the arrangement of a 

large 



206 JOXJRKAI. OF A 

large heap of papers, and pen^Veil that I 
qouid be of v€ry tktle trfe tohim; ;>*- -^j • 
Mrs. N*** caUnc.oniter fon-s account, fpd 
was rather timid, at leailpceteniied to be 
fo.: Nothing caaofFeiid me l»or«iflhan wljen 
people are afraid :of me;; afidiJthey.Cari^ 
Cfflfer me a great* &iciv:iHt7j';thatn 'by, pajfisg; 
me the conipliment^' I mil iaUitic.kw^ d» 
iotk iatuis^ &LC, Sec,; &Ck Th^ raoi©: cofafc 
deuce one j-epofesi-in; me/.tbe left obcfi^ 
plicates-— the more ivUHngly, aadihefooner, 
I aflTord affiftancc* iMiSii to fpeak my mind 
on this point one time more at iai^. : The 
matter is, with refpe£l to refigiott, \of grieat 
importance. Every fign of miftr^ and 6r 
midity oflends my heart.-*-'This oUorY^atiaa 
ought to make k impoffihkiforiae.todiaffk 
bour the kaft miftruft in God^ the Author, 
the Fatlicr, of my heart. Qo4 is greater ikm 
my heart. This truth is to n)e the moft cer- 
tain 



tain and conifoitiiig tidbichi x^ntekeffadld 
on and keep ilrmty to 4 andol d^k tlUt^ ff 
in any.kind>of :fentime«»rthi2r<^!t^i!eff<^ ^^t 
is^^iig/^ 322/> whkh is -fcrter^r Im^op^/ m^A 
liaMe t& tbeigi^ateft' mifapfKcstiony-mtkl 
be juftMeck, k mtift b^ wtfh Mf^eSI: t^'mi/- 
»^ mG&d.''*OvicM\h'inQod will aShiv^^fg 
increa^ |>ti9pon^iLU^ toe^tte^ liMi i«i^ll# 






..- f •■•'> ' :/. 



Vridax, Jan« a9) ^773- 



I AWOK'E before fix oV:!ock, hot ^^^W 
ddHttrte of good fentiments. My heart -ihA. 
ibongly irtntpelled to feek God With addi* 
tional diligence, and to implore him to en^ 
able mt to bring bleffing upon the great 

number 
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nambei^ of people tor whom I an ia point 
cmt the road: tO:: virtue and happmefs; to 
rouze myfelC more anid mbre, to exert all 
mj abilities^ tad to be more rigotoua to 
myfelf. I wat unfpeakably fenfible of wtiat 
I\a}i?e&dy have /felt a thoufand times» that 
one a&ribes to ttte tnore religion^ nlore. love 
to God Mid mtn, than I really poffefa, and 
tl)ft the little I am in pofleffion of cmnot be 
compared with what I ought to pofleis^ and 
really could poifefs. I h:ave engraven on 
my heart not an xmattainable^ but an attain* 
9^Ie original ; or^ rather, my heart has made 
me fenfible a thoufand times, that it is pof- 
fible for me to attain a degree of virtue 
much more fuperior to that which i zpifup- 
Juftd to have attained, than the latter is (u- 
perior to that which 1 really am in pofleflion 
of. . - 

i read 
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I read the two Chriftmas fermons o£ F***, 
which had been fent me a fortnight ago, 
and maiked the paffages 1 difapproved; ap» 
prehending, however, that without an ex- 
planation (for which I can fpare no time) 
fome marks will appear fufpicious to him. 
Men are ufed to repeat certahi hallowed 
formulas, without fufpe£ting that they imply 
the greateft errors ; and it is difficult to mela- 
tion them without entering upon a circum- 
ftantial explanation. 



Saturday, Jan- 30, 1773* 



Awaking tWs moming, I refleaed 

upon and examined the preceding day. — 

My imagination reprefented me to myfelf 

Vol. II. P in 
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in all fituatioQs. How frequently had I rea* 
fon to blufli ! In hovr different a light do 
we fee and cenfure ourfelves^ if we look 
upon ourfelves with the eye of ah impartial 
witnefs. I wiih, for that reafon, to be more 
at leifure, and better ikiiied in drawing, is 
order to imprint on my mind,:, by means of 
drawings, many fituatio&& of my life wliich 
hardfjr can be defcribed by words. I am 
fully perfiiaded that fuch a oolk&ion of 
faithful reprefentations of that fort would 
be the moft efficacious means of improver 
ment. I could, in this refpeO:, fafely appeal 
to the feelings of every human heart, which 
certainly would bear me witnefs, that fuch 
teftimonies and palpable records of our life 
could not but have a confiderable influence 
on 0ur morality. Howt if I fhould fee 
another perfon doing what I am doing? if 
I could look into the foul of one who thinks 

as 



mn I ach tbiftking qqw? if I (houid pr^fervc 
t)Mt fituation by a drawing ? bow would ( 
then appear to myfelf in l^'anqixil bours» 
vhco th« i^afiKons are iitent ? 

i united ioi»e %b8 to my bQavenly Fatb^ 
wilh tbefe tdea$9 and tb^n f ot up. My 
dear wife was not weii. My Uttle Nan^^tie 
ihouted when I entered the room, and I was 
obliged to ifaruggle againit tbe defire of 
taking bcr out of the bed^ left I ihould lole 
my time s becaufe I wanted to continue my 
Journal.— I wrote a little while, but could 
not reiift longer ; took up tbe ohild, and car- 
ried her to her mother and brother^ &c. &c. 
&c.-~Some trifles vexed me s my wife pb- 
ferved it, and filently ofiered me her band — 
*^ I will be good !" faid I, with a filial voice, 
and. my ferenity returned, &c- ^c. &c. . 

After dinner, I went to Scb. H. to medi- 
tate there on my fermon, and to get out of 
Pa the 
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the way of vifitors. I converfed with P*** 
tn the difficulty of criticifing fermons dnd 
trafts which are fent me for that, purpofe. 
One is always in danger, either not to be 
fincere, or to offend by fincerity. In that 
refpeft, too, I ftand in need of wifdom, wiP 

dom of fraternal love. 

I converfed for half an hour with Mrs. 
Pf. on the improvement in virtue. The ex- 
cellent woman (hed the moft beautiful tears 
on account of her moral frailty. I could 
comfort her in more than one refpeft. She 
complained chiefly of her backwardnefs in 
praying. " I have, formerly, prayed with 
** more fervor and cordiality," faid flie. — 
*^ I have, indeed, improved in knowledge 
" and child-like liberty, have difencumbered 
** myfelf from many prejudices and little 
** anxieties 5 but I am ftill deftitute of a 
'^ lively fenfe of love and efficacious faith 

«in 
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^ in the omniprefent Godhead." I told her^ 
amongft others, that fhe was certainly better 
than fhe fancied, her love for virtue and all 
virtuous people having viifibly increafed; 
adding, " If you will accuftom yourfelf to 
** concentre all your duties in one point of 
" view, in love to human kind founded on faith 
^^ in God ; if you will acknowledge, in every 
" thing, fmall or great, the guiding hand of 
" Providence; affift, for. the fake of God, 
" fincerely, and as much as your ability 
** and fituation will allow, all your fellow- 
'* creatures ; honour and love God in all 
** things ; not look upon religion and virtue 
** as two different things ; you will be much 
" eaficr, much more cheerful and child-like, 
^ always in communion with God, and never 
'* alienated from mankind and your own 
^* heart. This Jimplification of all my duties 
*'* makes me very happy, how frequent and 
P 3 humi- 
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** hbmiliating fbcter mj daily fimlts be. II 
** I devote tkiyfelf to God by facrificmg my* 
^^ felf for the beft of mankind, with the fiili 
^' aiTurance that I ihall fucceed, at laft ; if I 
^ meafure God always aifter my own heart(it)} 
*' if i pay proper atteiition to the ntimberieft 
^' proofs c£ God's i^oodnefS) particularly to^ 
** wards myfelF^ aiKi jodge by what is before 
*' my eyes of what I may tKptGt in future 
^^ from futh a God ; if I remove the prejn* 

i I II ' I BaaaBaaaasattaaaaacat 



ii) The niAor prcMblf means nodung dft, hat» If 
/ csm be jufty eqmtaUe, bencvoleiity duuritaUet maaldlt 
indulgent, and placabk, if / can keep my pramifesy. &e> 
Jcc. ftc. Oito G«d» lAo bai raiasftd nrf beatt o^abfe 
of thefe good ientiinents and virtiiei» nm/i and mfl^ ww 
doubtedlyt be fo, and aft ihut to an infinitely li^cr de« 
gree. lii the (ame ftnik dor Saviour ikjfv, j^T jv, M^ 
nM^^/UbyriMt how i^wio give lood^^uahyotarci^ 
dren, how nuub more Jhai your Father f who is m heenmh 
^ve good thh^s to them that q/khimf Ai for the reft, ivc 
muft be ^rary «arefU iM to aferite to Cod, the»Qft|le^ 
fed Being, human feelings ; iand-ereryt eves the beft bii» 
man heart, has Its weak &le« £. 

«dice, 
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^5 dke, that God reaily could be offendei, 

^ and, after a tbouiknd and ten thoufiuid 
^ tranfgreflions, could love me lef$(/) ; if I 
^ believe that God is ever fufficiently willing, 
^* as well as poweiful, to forgive our iins,' 
^ having given us tlm>ugfa Jefus Chrift the 



(/) The love of God towards us can, indeed, not be 
fcurfeited, nor {o eafily weakened, as the love and favour 
of men. He knows how to diftinguifh moft exa^Uy gu3t 
from misfertune, and weaknefs from wickednefs. Ten 
idumfind mvohmtary tranfgreffioas and fiuHngs cannot de- 
jprive us of his fervor 1 for he knows our nature, and never 
forgets that we are frail mortals. However, want of 
iMmefiy, faypociify, decdt, and premecBtaled fins, muft 
needs always diifleafe him : althougli he never can be of« 
fended, that is, hurt, diiftrefled, and irritated, yet a ratio* 
nd, free-^£ting man muft ever be dearer to him than the 
^wicked, and he muft be fo much the more pleafed w ith 
him, the more guiltlefs and perfed he is. It is true, thn 
manner of reprefenting God, perluips, ftiU contains too 
nodi of the humane and the though of God are, in 
this re^ft too, not the thoughts of man : we nmfi^ how- 
ever, think iunumfy of God, becaufe«-4(;f cannot tbmi 
^otbcrvnjim &• 

P 4 « moft 
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'^ ttioft undoubted proofs of this readinefs 
^^ and power to take away all the bad con- 
'* fequenceis of fin, and to fet again in the 
*^ beft order whatever we have difordefed 
/^ by our paffions ; — if I do this, my friend ! 
" then I am eafy, cheerful, child-like, always 
:" in communion with God, and never alie- 
" nated froip mankind, nor from my own 
'* heart. — U you can forgive thofe who have 
" offended you and trefpaffed againft you, 
" He will, imdoubtedly, be more inclined to 
" do it, becg.ufe it is Him who has rendered 
" your heart prone to forgivenefs, and given 
*^ you all the love you poffefs," &c. &c. &c. 
I was obliged to beg my friend and his wife 
to leave me, becaufe I was not far advanced 
in my fermon. — I muft not forget to^ infert 
an idea of a friend of mine, who obferved 
that nature exhibits a phqenomenon fimilar 
to the early refurreftion of thofe whom St. 

Matthew 
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Matthew mentions to have been recalled to 
4ife when Chrift expired. " In nature*' 
(faid he) ** every thing has, indeed, its fixed 
*^ time for ripening; yet there are many ex- 
'^ ceptions from that regulation; for feveral 
*^ plants, nay, even animal beings, can be 
^ brought to maturity before their ufual 
" time through men, through rational, free, 
^^ intermediate beings." 

I continued my fermon, and then was 
called to tea. We fpoke of Mr. S* J*. I 
afferted, that I had not found him to be that 
keen-fighted man for which he is taken by 
many people. Of his heart I would not 
judge. — There is a difference between ailing 
tie iypocritej and /peaking of religion from ha- 
ii$j and without feeling. The latter i«, indeed, 
bad enough, and the neareft way to hypo- 
jcrify. - . 

I refumed xay fermon on x Cor. v. V. 1—9^ 
tn How 
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How would a minifter fpeak, affe£t and raife 
the minds of his auditors, if he, when re* 
peating the words of St Paul, fFe know iiai 
if our earthfy houfCy of this tabernacle^ were d^ 
fohedy we hanje a building of Gody an haufe nei 
made with hands y eternal in the heavens ! fliouki 
know and feel the whole tenor of thefe 
words ! 

I paufed repeatedly till half an hour after 
five o'clock. Converfing with my wife for 
half an hour, I faid, I believed God would 
not prolong my life much longer^ but, if 
he ihould, I would firft begin to live pro- 
perly s adding, ** I am not yet, with refped 
" to my family, my friends, and my coxigre- 
^ gation, what I ought to be, and am coo- 
** fcious I could be !" I then related fome 
anecdotes of my youth, and fpent half an 
hour very agreeably, -----•• 
^-••••- *■# •* *•>•• 
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Wc fpoke, after fupper, of the death of 
Mr. H***. My father pitied him ; and I 
reproached myfelf filently, becaufe I was 
not more ufeful to him when I paid him 
Jtoy laft vifit. We read the eleventh chapter 
0f L Kings^ and I endeavoured to defend 
Dmvid'fi and Solomon's chara£ter againft the 
Attacks of my father. Thefe hiftories teac^i 
tte, in general, how difficult it is to pro- 
nounce a juft judgment on individual a£):ions, 
^particularly on a£Hons of great men, who£p 
^iiews encompafs tie wkole. 



SuKDAT, Jan. 31, 1773- 



KCY Imi^inatlon dlftorbed mj reft by 
bnrrid 4reams* Methought I had died, and 

heard 
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heard my furrounding friends fay, as if at 
a diftance, " He is dead !" and a thrilling 
horror trembled through the nerves of my 

heart Methought I wanted to fold my 

hands, but could not do it, and— expired. 
I awoke with a palpitating heart, and wiflied 
for reft. I would not ftir, at firft, but en- 
deavoured to fall again afleep, in order to 
have that dream, once more, or at leaft to 
continue it; for I have frequently obferved, 
that when I do not change my fituation after 
a dream (important or not), and fall inftantly 
afleep, the fame dream returns, or is conti- 
nued. But this time I longed too much for 
foothing words from the lips of my dear 
wife. I fell, however, again afleep, and 
dreamed of nothing but of microfcopes. — I 
could not forget thefe two dreams when I 
awoke, began already to join glafles, and 
probably would have been entirely abforbed 

in 
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in this experimental idea, if that of my 
death had not always forced itfetf on mj 
imagination.—" And (hall I then, one da)% 
f* really be ftretched out thus, deprived .of 
** life ?-^Will, one time, this laft tremor 
** really thrill my bones and my heart £^r«r 
** And if then fo much has been negle€ted, 
" through my own fault ; fo much that I 
" c€fuld and fhould have done, according to 
** the inclinations and difpofitions of my 
" nature, and the manifold admonitions of 
'^ God ?" Thefe and fimilar ideas occu- 
pied my foul. I animated myfelf a-new, 
before God, to prefer the concerns of my 
heavenly Father, and of religion, to every 
thing elfe; and to have them more at heart 
than any thing in the world. I prayed to 
-God for new ftrength, for zfeal, fincerity, 
vifdom, courage, and for his bleffing. - - 

I went 
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I went to church. The Rev. Mr. He{$ 
preached^ from Matth. x. v. z6. on hjrpch 
crtfy. His fermon contained mmy goodt 
tnc, and firiking observations. The words^ 
tiert is nothing covered thatjball not be teveiMt^ 
mtd hid thatjhall not be known^ which he pro* 
|Kninced with a particular emphafia, flruck 
iny hearty not without a good eiFeS:. — ^I wa^ 
on the whole, pretty attentive. i^ 



Conclusion of this MontL 



Jl HIS month, fo important to me, is paft 
too ! How many fufFerings, how much relief! 
how many failings, how much mercy!-* 
What refolutions have I taken ? — Ltvelief 
reflexions on my death, which is drawing 

n*!arer 



SEI^F-OlSBRVBlt. 923 

nearer and nearer! — ^More refignation, more 
fpiritual liberty, more filial fentiments to- 
wards God 1 — But, alas ! I am ftill too fen* 
fual, too indolent, too obftinate^ and too com^ 
modious ! I yield ftill too eafily to my whims 
aiKi fancies. I maintain my chara&er too 
Kttle, and too ambiguoufly, miifed by the 
]»revailing defire to oblige other people, by 
weakness, vanity, or indolence. I am iUll 
fer from being what I really could be in my 
fituation, with my abilities and talents. My 
Jetf is ftill too aftive within me ^ or, to fpeak 
plainer^ my love is not yet pure, not cordidi 
enough ; is not fufficiently afl:ive, fubmiffive^ 
and general. I ftiould be afraid to let aB 
my words be heard, or the thoughts and 
lentiments of my heart feen ^ I tremble al- 
noft every night at myfelf and my heart, 
when, fecluded from the noify buftle o( the 
flay, I judge myfelf before the Omnifcient.— 

Not 
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Not one day of this year could I be fully 
fatisfied with myfelf ; and yet I do not re-' 
quire of myfelf an ideal or an unattainable 
perfeftion ; I require nothing of myfelf, but 
what I juftly may expe£l from my charaSleri 
and my fituation. I know what human na^ 
ture and what I can do 5 I do not know it 
from books, but (thank God I) from my own 
repeated experience. Knowing trtte love, I 
know, of courfe, the dead body of love, the 
mechanical part of virtue. I know that our 
feelings cannot always be equally ftrong and 
lively ; but how can I conceal from myfelf, 
that it is not right, not juftifiable, not to 
make room for ftronger, nobler, and more 
humane feelings ? that it is not right to en- 
deavour to exclude them from our hearts, 
to think of and to hunt after fuch only as 
gratify our fenifes, while we are fujrounded 
with invitations to nobler and better ones ? 
How can this be palliated ? 

No! 



No ! I c^nhbt * repeat t66 frequently, I 
muft' endeavour to fide in6reimmediatef)r' 
with God !* I muft ftrive id render my belief 
itiliim, "and in his providence, more lively^' 
and eftcacious, by paying greater attention 
to his works, bis ways, and his revelations. — 
However, attention requires tranquillity — and 
tranguiUity znd folitude are renderedy&Zwwi and 
unintating' to attetiim \i^ prayers. I mujl be- 
come mort tranjuil^ more eajy. • Thank God! 
I am partly fo idr6ady, but by far not ifuffi- 
ciently. The more I believe in God, the 
plainer I fee, aflifted by reafon, and a fenfe 
for truth or morality, what is invifible; the 
more the moft amiable, the moft immediate 
image of God, the redfeptacle of all human 
and divihe perfeftioris, Jefus Chrift, is pre- 
fdtat *a my mind, the nearer he is to me, 
the more Ihall- 1 love him, and every thing 
he Commands me tt) love; every thing that 
is^like^iihi, and animated by his Spirit.^ — 

XovAL Q I do 
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I do not know whether my friends will 
he iatisficd with me; or, rather, I know 
they are : however, I do not deferve it. /, 
at leaft, have reafon to be fatisQed with themj 
but tk^ are certainly too indulgent. I rely 
too eafily upon their goodnefs^ am too Qomr 
naodious, and top negligent, &an to be with 
r«fpe£l to them what I could and ought to 
be. I could relate tQ them^ I could tell them, 
Tq much which would pleafe and intereft, 
2fjed^ perhaps, at thf iame time, be ufeful 
to them } I am, howeveri too commodious, 
too indokat; and— to confefs the truth — 
they meet me with thq too kind compliment, 
'^ Yw^QdXXt^wearinefs and mJ$Iatce--^tfiako 
^'yowfelf ei^^i don't fay any thin^.; we 
<< aj^ iatisSjc^, if you oply continue .t;a be 
'^ Qur friend l" Whom ihpuld this language 
not flajtter 2 but whomiOHglgit it aot| at the 
famft timc^ to aiiimate tp retitnx their kiadr 
ncfS;Wfthi t&ft\wl Ifli^^ And am. I not 

(Rrppc^ly 



(properly fpeafcih^) trngrateflxt arid mcaJa, 
bccaufe I fuflfer myfelF to fee ItHttfl affeip 
by their indulgence? Th< iJfeany fenricfej 
which 1 and my fi<iK vrife Mvfe iteceivedy 
lafli mdhtb, i^cmi 6ur friehds^ are without 
example. I knbW they do hot expe^ the 
leaff reward, or tliahks^— but how eafily cotdd 
I give tbem much more heart-^fclt pldifw^ 
than 1 really do !-^Oh ! forgive toe, ye btf^" 
laved ! and if ybu^ one day, when I fbiSt 
be no more, fltould find niy Jourha}, and 
read this paffi^e, bh ! theii do not «ritir«Iy 
difvalue thisconfirffien of fhy frequexit iliiS0\ 
ftrence, which I have niiAde alJeadjr fe O&rtlii 
jtnd now repeat before Gbd, With a hdut 
ftung witb fliaihtf, bccaufe y6ft ir6 vbnt i(ft 
put fom<i value 01^ flii^ kaft tiifief ti»t cdnMf 
froitt tne l**"'*-^ 

1 tauft «*1 a few c^ferVaticmt mote. 

1 lave Tidt wrott t fifte fo* the pniifki^ 

the! ial^ juid fWaiktcicdferit niefl^ a t tempt t 

Q 2 prefece; 
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pie^Lce I and ^et I fee fo many^ and, as I 
thiaky. important works before me, whiclv 
sure begun, and ought to be continued. If 
I WQuld rife only one hour earlier every day 
(and it would certaiidy improve my health; 
for I fleep,.indeed:i^much toojong), I could 
^ith little trouble write down fo many things 
which come in my mind, diilurb my atten- 
tion, and jmake lue uacafy. If I had but 
fufficient^m.nefs of roipd^to c^rry this into 
execution, I (hould then; uudoubtedly be- 
come- ey^y day eafier 5 provided I had,T at 
ttf'fame time/ the refolution — nor to begin a 
new^/iirft>rmatui; except I fliould receive an 
inAmediate -call to jdo it : .1 ou^ght to confine, ^ 
b^t not-^o ^^tend myfetf; I th^n fhould be 
a^k to a^^ in a more ftriking. and declfive . 
manner, and, at the fame Xime,, perform more^ - 
the lefs^I Ihould y^^/w /5 aa.=;— I;i^ will 
difi;;c»il|Que my Journal, or only confine my- 
fe^ tjB^ijdfew words or cyphers, than negle£l . 
. . ^ . * what 
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xrhat I either am bound by duty, or hav« 

Jtromifed to do. Whatever I have begun, 

what always lies before my eyes, and makes 

me uneafy, and ill-humoured, at leaft for the 

moment, when I conceive only the bare idea^ 

// ought to have hen done^and has not been done ; 

what caufes fenfations in my breaft like thofe; 

a debtor feels at the fight of his creditor^ 

ought to be talcen in hand by degrees, ancE 

a part of it fihrflied every week. '•- " " ^ -^ 

*' T6 thefe diftreffirig ideas, - wKlclf -are'ro- 

evidehtly hurtfdl to^'rtiy virtue^ tor'my^iWrty^ 

of mind, my pear^ my hilarity^oiriH^ibiy^ 

energy of foul, I muft add the-6onfiSfi6hrW 

whfch my manirfcnpff^and lettefiifariJj^whifch 

F,"However, wHf^temcrve witfiont ftirff&r ^^ 

layi aiW eriyeavou^i(?i^ i%?fifttf fo&-ffi^^ 

futire^by i^'W^^iep^tidn: '^XSOP^^l? 

thirt I-may ilot' p&ftjiSDi&?Hhrs ^teiffve afe# 

fatiguing, but to myfelf and'dtlitre/^fcficS*-'^ 
:: Q3 larly 



\ 
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larly to my heart and virtue, important bufi- 
ncfs Ir-rthat | may not be tired of it before 
it is finiOxed ! 

This month my dear wife Ifias entirely re- 
covered from^her dangerp^i? end painful ill- 
nels ; and the fwellipg of niy cheek, which 
xnigltf have caufed me much pain, is entirely 
^pne off. — All-t)leffing Oather I I praife thee 
particularly for this relief; and thank thcc^ 
more fervently than for this fiiccour, for the 
fweet contentment whifitfh thou haft pojured 
i^to my heart at the clofe of the laft aqd the 
begii^ng of the prefentyciar, whqn I groaned 
lender very Ijeavy trials ! 

I w:^ firmly coBvinc^4 that I ihoi(ld have 
wS^Dgiy fuhmitted to ^y tiding-. I W9S qot 
prou4 of this confcioui^is -^ but a iil^nt tear 
1^ joy ftr^iy^ down my 9^\a when I con- 
fided (q. finnly in my God^ that I l^d po 
Q^ier vi^^l but ^13. 

The 
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'This detth of my mothtfr hk^ nii6t»ii 
this iwofeth particularly important fo-mfe 
Who biit athoughtlefs motta] cto wkk hn^ 
difference behold the death of a bumkn'be* 
Ing, and p^icul^Iy i^ this our fellow* 
creatui^ ha^ been moflr intimately comle£ied 
widi us, and, notwithftandiog mafty dcCafi- 
onal filailties, has, befid^s mdny good and 
amiable qualities, that particular clahn to 
our affefiion, to have fhared a great part of 
his life ^ith us? What a deep impi?eflion 
Ought fuch a death to make upon tis ! 

I have a tender, fJjeling heart, and yet 
the death of my mother has not made i\xdt 
a deep impreffion upon my mind. I endea- 
voured, indeed, to palliate the indifferefice 
which I have fhown on her death, afcfibin|f 
its caufe to her delivery from her great stftd 
almoft infupportable pains, of which dea& 
has releafed her : however, I ought, flever-* 
Q 4 thelefs. 
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thelefs^ to ^avft.ft^flfiC^ii mprrf:fo<iouflj on 
iuc^ ^%n ^ extraoridinary : ineW^t ii . iwn^fr to 
h^vc fummed;up, aiwi reviewed tfn^pe loonr 
fcieirtiqjifly, tjie bldfings which^tHerPiyme 
firp^dnef^ has beftpwexj 9J^ rf^ fqy.njore 
]^^ thirty years^^bj^ means^of ihfir;^ ImgJ^t 
t(f ,hayc fet forth, and recounted to ^ij^jfa- 
mily more diligently, her evident gpp4 qua- 
lities,: 5ai,d her merits ^^w^ to U3i t^e 
r^cqlleQion of which fb .freqijentjy cro>v4^ 
OP my urind: this coyjd have been done 
eafily enough, and without detriment to any 
other ufeful occupation. I abandoned my- 
felf too much to the voluptuous eafe which 
arofe . from the exemption ^ from the painful 
ideas of her fuflferings, which frequently ap- 
peared to me to have originated rather from 
too. much fenfibility and irritability of my 
nerves, than from real tendernefs. The fiknt 
prefenfion of more liberty perhaps contributed 

alfo 
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alfo fomething to that* ftate of my mind. In 
fhott, myfd/W3$; oA that occafion; too much 
alive (w). i cohM^r my /elf ftitl too much 
as purpofcy marky fcofe, and centre y'^nd this 



(m) Take heed, Cbnftian rei3cr, "not to mifaipply,' nor 
to mifunderibindy what -the -author^ here and on other 
occafions, |ays of the too great ijafliMiice with regard to 
hi^felf produces on his a£lions and fentiments. Lcam to 
diMngu\{h filf'hv: hotti fil/l/hne/sy and do not condemn 
the former along with the latter. However reprovable 
the latter be, yet the former is innocent. I have the moll 
immediate and olear notion of my fiif; all other external 
objeds are no ^rthfr JkLhown to me, than as far as they, 
bear fome relation to my felf. What an unnatural and 
what a vain effort would it be, if we were to attempt to 
pay, as it were, no. regard to o\xr/eIf, or, to ufe the ex- 
preiiion of fome myftics, as they are called, if we were to 
mortify oyxrfclf! No ! not even the mo ft fublime morality 
c^n ever dare to combat againft our natural feelings and 
laclinations ; its fule aim ought to be to coniioe and to 
guide them in Uic beft manner that is poffible. We can-, 
aot always Immediately and inteHtionally think and a<^ for 
the connnon benefit ; however, we can never improve our. 
own perfcftion and happinefs without promoting thereby, 
immediately the happinefs and perfeAIon of others. The 
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is, undoubtedly, the head fource of all my 
uneafinefs. The lefs I live for myself, tie 
mare do others ^ the more does love and the God- 
head live in me. This I fpeak from my own 
experience. 1 know it as fure, as I know 
that I am better in health when I do not eat 
too much, than when I am immoderate in 
eating. --------.---- 

Father of Truth! oh! that thefe filent 
meditations might bring me nearer to Thee, 
and to a perfect exemption from fin, which 
encompaifes me on all fides ! Might I pay 
more regard to Thee than to men! hear 
more and talk lefs, learn more and teach 
lefs ! have more faith, in order to have more 
love ! Amen. 



^efire of Uvlng and being happy only for and in otbertt and 
the defire of living and being happy only for and in wit 
SILF9 are extremes which we muft equally avoid : the we 
is mnatural and impofflbk difinterefiednefsy and th^ latter is 
nfilfijhnefs* The road to virtue lies in the middle. T. 



To Mr. N***. 

I 

My dear Friend, 

r^K 4, 1773. 

When I have faith in a friend, I ceafe 
calculating, imagine him not to be N***, 
nor myfelf Lavater, but look upon him and 
myfelf as mere human beings — ^him animated 
ty the Spirit of God, and myfelf replete with 
the fame Spirit. I neither entreat, nor thank, 
aor apologize; neither do I forgive^ nor 
examine ; I only have faith in him as I have 
ftuth in myfelf; nay, more than in myfelf: 
ZvA novf , my brother ! let me tell you that 
I cannot but agree frith you in many points. 
My Fiews of Eternity y if confidered as a book, 
may be ufeful; but, as fources of advice, 
they may, indeed, b^ of fmall benefit, I 
^im, however, glad that they have brought 
me fome hundred fteps nearer towards you. 

I have. 
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I have, as yet, wrote— nothing ; but only 
learnt that I know nothing,' and that I am 
a fool — and, neverthelefs,,Ix:ontin\ie:wrkihg 
what the Providence of God and my heart 
bid me to write,/ becaiife God blelfei iby 
writings.; : :■ *•' .'y i .■:y.r::,l'\.^y) 

.. Armoment of fred-contotoplatidfej of rfdli- 
taryi filent contcpiptatJO^i^'Of fitefit^i'iv'ef i^ 
midnight ecftafy,. whteH-v^HterkK^^f?^ 
fonn: and name, . foibles and! follietfi- aWlifeetti? 
nothing but man, and. melts hinj inW 6m^ 
with' men ; — that^thofticnt I expe£b afld-'^ol^ 
tain' by faith^^and am happy en(Highr^ Yet 
Indb not fpeak of at'; for it is noY' letter j- 
not ink, nor paper-^HOdt fit for communida- 



(n) If the Englifh reader does not underftand tfiis paf- 
fagCji, then he is in the fame prtdieamcnt with- thiTrinlV' 
htor. - *■ . • 

■ .. ;• . As 
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As to my poems, I have riot wrote a word, 
as yet, except a Qcetch of a fimple intro- 
duQion, in lambicks. Writing for the pub- 
lic is, in general, of lefs moment to me than 
it mnft- appear. .. :. " 

I rejoice twienty times ^t my being im- 
mortal, at my being the image of God, aiid 
at my fellow-immortals,, without thinking of 
my poem(^). I am alfo difgufled with writ* 
ing down every thing. It will be beft if I 
make occafional remarks^ and continue to' 
communicate them (firopiorem Deum) to my 
friends by way of letters.; 



{0) The authoir intended to write a poem on Eternity, 
the materials for which work he has communicated in his 
Views of Eternity. T. 



T» 
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To Ss***. 

Feb. 8, 1773. 

1 MUST addrefs you once more. — When 
will you have eyes to fee, and ears to hear, 
that you make the enemies of the Lord 
blafpheme? I am, however, afraid that it 
will be ufelefs ; for you do not want to leam^ 
but to teach. Oh! thou heavenly, evange- 
lical, €hild''like fenfs ! when wilt thou difpel 
that inexorable, ixow^ubbornnefs of thefe law- 
giving fouls ? Oh ! thou divine love of hu- 
man kind, thou ray of Chrift's glory ! when 
wilt thou beam forth from their «yes? Oh ! my 
verbofe friend, verbofe in inftrufting others, 
and in ftunning and repelling thofe who 
want to inftrufl you through the word of 
God, when will the prayer of a man whofe 
work on you has been bleffed by God, I fay, 

when 
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ivhen will the prayer (for adjurations without 
trguments, and without miracles^ are fpells of 
an inflated felf-love^ and of a pride, furioufly 
hailening to meet the moft dreadful mortt* 
fications), when will the prefer pf a man 
who, formerly, was your brother, be able to 
move you, by the moft fblemn conjurations, 
to Jiftcn patiently to him only for a quarter of 
an hour? — Read the hiftory of that hero in 
praying, and let me tell you, If thejt ikings 
arc done in a green tree^ what Jkall be done hi 
the dry? - 



»^*«^i^>i^»<^» 



February 26, 1773- 



Lt is time to refumc my Journal agatiik — 
This whole month I have added nothing to 
it, except copies of fome letters ; and yet 

I have 
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Liiave experienced fome important fcenes,' 
which are, .very. inftrucUve to me, and the 
defcription of which may, perhaps, prove 
very ufefiii to my friends and children. It 
is eyjdejitly a proof of the unfpeakable and 
paternal love of God to me, that he keeps 
me fo powerfully back from all religious fa- 
n^icifm. — Ambition, a lively imagination, 
apd a good, fenfible heart, can eafily hurry 
us to fanaticifm ; and how frequently have 
they already dragged me to the. brink of 
this dreadful abyfs, from which no mortal- 
hand can fave ! 

However, Divine Providence has worked, 
from my early youth, through friends and 
foes, to draw me back from that dreadful 
precipice. My irrefiftible propenfity to tiink 
clearly^ which God has increafed and blcffed 
niore and more, my numerous occupations,' 
fome falfe. religious fteps.and pious devia- 
tions 
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tiofis of my friends which timely came to 
my knowledge, and chiefly the errors cf 
others which Divine Providence placed clofe 
before my eyes, and the conftant reading of 
the fcripture (which, although it continually 
fpeaks of extraordinary and wonderful events, 
infpirations, and divine revelations, is, never- 
thelefs, the moft efficacious antidote againft 
fenaticifm, becaufe it always gives palpable 
proofs of the revelation, and the prefence 
df God, whom it exhibits to the faith of 
men), have been employed by my good and 
eternal God as means to guard me againft 
that peft of the foul. The prefent month 
abounds particularly in fuch manifeftations 
of Providence — perhaps chiefly thit I may 
accuftom myfelf not to behold with a proud 
fmile, but with humble and modeil pity, 
find as on$ wio ias obtained merty^ thofe m^n 
who unite great virtues with a large (hare 
Vol. II. R of 
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of fanaticifin. — One of the worthieft, moft 
learned and pious men fent me this month 
a dreadful printed memorial of fanaticifin, 
on reading of which I could not help ex- 
claiming, ever and anon, " Lord Jefus ! Lord 
" Jefus ! fo much truth ! fo much Jivke 
** truth ! but fo dreadfully mifapplied^ and 
" intermixed with the moft infupportable 
" vanity !"— I received, at the fame time^ 
an anfwer to an admonitory note which I 
had fent, along with the above-mentioned 
work, to a very fublime fanatic — an anfwer 
which was dreadfully bold, fo diftatory, fo 
devoid of the fpirit of humility, of meek- 
nefs, and love of Chrift, that I was foized 
with aftonifliment and forrow, not on ac- 
count of the reproaches it contained, but 
becaufe they were made in fo (hocking and 
unfratemal a manner. . I infifted upon a 
conference^ and an amicable explanation* 

I was 
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Iwas fent for— and went, determifaed to be 
offended with nothing, to liften patiently, 
and to contradift as little as poflible. How- 
ever, although I had not the leaft reafon to 
fufpe£t the honefty of my friend, and could 
not but admire his zeal for God and virtue, 
his eloquence, and his numerous quotations 
of fcriptural paffages and examples, and how 
much foever I felt my felf humbled and abafhed 
thereby, yet I could find fo little cleamefs, . 
precifion, and fcriptural tafte, in his dif- 
courfe, fo little light and humanity — and, 
on the contrary, found fo much confufion, 
fo many con traditions, and unaccountable 
abfurdities, that I could not help dropping 
fome harfh expreffions, and accufing him of 
confufion and fanaticifm — ^fo that we were 
imder the neceflity to break off, and to part, 
with the promife to pray for one another. 
I rauft, however^ not forget to obferve, that 
R 2 Mr. 
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Mr. F***, who WHS prefent, ndtwithftand- 
ing his regard for Mn Ss***, and the great 
affeftion he bears him» has fhown himfelf a 
pattern of uncommon honcfty, modefty, and 
juft difcernment. I have, indeed, learnt a 
great deal of him. It is true, I cannot con* 
ceal from myfelf, that the viSkory which 
I, indeed, had not gained, but fancied to 
have well defervcd — that the equity of this 
moderate, wife, and modeft friend, who re- 
peatedly took my part againft his intimate 
friend, at leaft told him plainly enough that 
he returned me no diftinft aufwer to my 
diftinft queftions — and the hope of having 
perfuaded him to avoid, in future, all noto* 
rious extravagancies of his friend's fanatic 
manner of thinking — and the idea of the 
fatisfaftion, the applaufe, and the praife, 
which I could expeft from my few intimate 
friends, to whom I intended to relate the 

whole 
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whole fcenc at large — flattered me much in 
going home^ and fevefal times afterwards, 
and caufed a vifible fcnfe of pride within 
me 'y which I, hpwever, foon fubdued.-^ — s- 
However, the whole tranfa£lion mortified 
me fenfibly, not only becaufe I have, per- 
haps, fome years ago, icattered fome fparks 
of this evil by fome vague propofitions, and 
too much heat, but alfo becaufe the many 
reproaches he has made me are not UU'- 
founded. This excited in my mind new 
refolutions to feek God with fincerity and 
humility, and to attend more to watching 
and praying. 

A few days after this tranfafkion, which, 
for many reafons, was i^ important to me, 
I received a letter from my friend H ■ ■ ■ - , 
which contained a great part of the hiftory 
Qf his life. I could have kiffed that honeft, 
enlightened, perfecuted, erring* and repent- 
R 3 ing 
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ing man, a hundred times. Oh! that all 
men would write their life thus, and publifli 
it! It could not but afford pleafure and 
inftruftion. The hiftory of Mr. H — is, in- 
deed, very inftruftive, and warning, with re- 
fpeft to fanaticifm. 

This morning, when I was going to write 
down thefe obfervations, I received a letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Meyer, of Pfungen, 
along with fome remarks of Mr. B**, of 
S**, on dancings and the theatre. Mr. Meyer 
concludes, by thefe remarks, that Mr. B** 
S**'s intellefts muft be afFe6ted.-=— The dear, 
honeft man! How differently honeft and 
enlightened people can view the fame ob- 
jefiis! I cannot but confefs, that I, who, 
fome moments ago, have wrote in my jour- 
nal, that I believe the author of thefe remarks 
to be a fanatic, fhould (if they had come 
firfl into my. hands) have been induced to 

believe 
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believe thofe equally honeft men who refute 
him to be fanatics^ and himfelf an enlight'* 
ened man. I have great reafon to look upon 
this incident as a hint, given me by Provi- 
dence, to judge with the greateft caution 
and modefty of this man. I did, indeed, 
never think that he poffeffed fo much judge- 
ment, and could reafon fo forcibly. I wrote 
to Mr. Meyer, " My honeft friend! what 
** will you think of me, when I tell you, 
*' that I think Mr. S** to be really an arch- 
'* fanatic ; but his remarks, which you have 
" communicated to me, a few lines except- 
" ed, very reafonable, and the reverfe of fa- 
"naticifm? To judge by thefe remarks 
'^ (though I do not entirely approve their 
^'ftile, and the form in which they have 
" been publiflied), Mr. S*** is a very en- 
'^ lightened and reafoning man. But take 
♦^ care not to let him know my opinion of 
R 4 « him. 
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'* him^ elfe we fhall read^ in the next pam<» 
•^pbkt he publifhes," ^Mr.Lavater* (and 
certainly he will honour me with fome fine 
epithet) ^Jtraifes m^, in a letter to one of his 
^friends, as an enlightened^ reafoning man ; but 
^ a man who is enlightened never can be afana* 
^ tic. Fanaticijm and found reafoning contradiS 

* each other diametrically ; confequently I am no 

* fanatic, according to the tejlimony of Mr. La^ 

* vater.^ — *' To fpeak the truth, the good 
" man cannot bear the leaft praife ; all the 
^' world muft affift him in bearing it ; and I 
^' could certainly have faid more to his praife 
" in my laft letter to him, and ftiould have 
** done fo, if I had not been afraid that he 
** would have had it publiftied inftantly, 
*♦ and applied it as an argumentum ex conceJjUs 
'* inimiei. As to the fubjeft itfelf — dancings 
** and the theatre — no man of a found un- 

, *' derftaiidiog can deny that they are in- 

" nocent 



^ nocent in themf^lvei^ and ra» be very ufe» 
" ful 5 yet there i$ ng doubt that the prefent 
'* coridition of the theatre renders it, in fomc 
^* refpefl:, neceffary to fpeak with gentle 
** prudence againft it, or rather to reform its 
'^ abufes. It is, however, difiicult to fpeak 
" publicly of thefe matters. If one dtf^ids 
*^ them, though with ever fo many reftric- 
*^ tions, and the greateft precaution, the po- 
^^ pulace, all friends of devotion, and all 
** thofe that cannot judge of innocence, ex- 
^' claim, Behold! this pious man, this divine, 
*' defends the play, that fchool of the devil ! 
'* and, what is worfe, moft people pay on 
^* purpofe no regard tp all the precaution 
^ one has taken, and to all the reftri£lions 
^^ one has added, and quote before the pub- 
*^ lie what we have faid, but quote it wrong, 
^^ and without alledging what we have (add, 
^ in order to prevent mifupderilanding wd 

'^mif. 
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*' mifapplication. If one fpeaks againjl 

" plays, and attacks (though with ever fo 
^' much prudence and judgement) not the 
** oije£l itfelfy but only Wv^ firefent Jlate of the 
" theatre, and the bad eflFeft which, in our 
" times, is, almoft unavoidably, connefted 
^^ with the theatre, and dancing, the witty 
" fcoffers of our jovial age are ever ready to 
" pronounce their fcornful anathema againft 
** us, and to decry us, with the lofty air of 
^* healthy men, as fick people. And thefe 
** preachers of tolerance treat us not only 
** in the moft intolerant manner, but even 
" refiife us a fair trial," &c. &c. &c. 

The doftrine of meeknefs, which I had to 
explain and to enforce, to-day, in the houfe 
of orphans, feemed to have fome efFeft on 
•my mind. I found it, feveral times, very 
eafy to fupprefs the firft emotions of anger. 
I was tempted to give vent to it, when in 
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the houfe of correftion ; however, I checked 
my paffion entirely. I fucceeded pretty well 
in fpeaking with fome energy to a prifonen 
After dinner, I met Mr. P***, who wa$ 
coming to intercede with me for a melan- 
choly perfon who was afraid to come to me 
herfelf. I went, and faid to her all what I 
could fay, but as briefly as poflible, becaufe 
I could not flop long. Thefe good people 
never will recolleft that we have not much 
time to fpare, though they may be at leifure. 
Yet this is very pardonable.— -A certain re- 
ligious weaknefs, an indolent, anxious rumi- 
nation of their grief, joined with an antipa- 
thy to correction and occupation ; an incef- 
fant longing to difburthen their heart, and 
a perfeft difregard to whatever is faid to 
them, in order to comfort, to encourage, and 
to advife them ; a fecret averfion from every 
advice which is given with the beft inten- 
tion ; 
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tion 'y — this kind of melancholy, which is not 
uncommon, and of which fome inftances 
occur to me almoft every week, is, indeed, 
intricate and difgufting enough to give my 
tone a form which does not entirely pleafe 
felf-love, and very eafily can induce fome 
people to fay, / was afraid ! I did not dare 
to open my mind ! Yet I can truly fay, that, 
whenever I obferve fomething of that nature 
in my mind, I fhow it lefe than I really feel 
or fancy to feel it. 

I wrote a letter to the worthy Mr. G***, 
of Schafhaufen. " The more you reprcfent 
** to yourfelf the variety and greatnefs of 
** the blefSngs of God, the more you endea- 
** vour to quicken within yourfelf the great 
** fundamental truth (I almoft had faid, the 
" enly truth), God is love ! The more you 
'* look upon your frailties and fins as things 
^ which, however they deferve contempt hi 

« them- 
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^* ikemfelveSy can^ neverthelefs, be turned into 
** bleffings, cither for yourfelf or others (/?), 
** by that God who is /z// /(?t;^, and rules 
** every thing, as foon as you are afliamed 
^* of them, and unite with that fliame the 



(/) ^^ know, indeed, that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, viz. aU, even the moil 
unfortunate things that happen to them ; this can^ how- 
ever, not be applied to fin without the greateft rcftridion. 
Sin is, and ever will be, the grditeft evil ; it always hurt* 
tt9 ; ii always impairs our perFed^ion and happinefs ; and 
other people, too, generally fufFcr more or lefs tVrcby ; 
though Providence knows how to apply it to good ends. 
Chriftian reader ! take, therefore, care not to make light 
of thy failings and fins, on that account, nor to guard lefs 
againft them, becaufe God can turn this poifon into a fa- 
liitsry medicine for thyfetf* and others, elfe thou wilt make 
ft very bad ufe of the advice of the author to render the 
duties of Chriftianity comfortable and cheerful. He only 
deiires thee not to wafte thy time in an anxious and fruit- 
leCi repentance, but to apply it, without delay, to a nuMc 
prudent and a better condud, and then to exped: walk 
confidence that the promifes God has made us througli 
Jefui Chrift wiU be fulfiUed. T. 

" con- 
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" confidence in the goodnefs and power of 
" Chrift : in fliort, the more courage you have, 
*' the lefs difficult you will find it to become 
•' virtuous. Without this belief, without 
*^ this confidential looking up to Chrift, the 
•^ vifible image of the effential Goodnefs ; 
" without this tranquil immerfion into the 
•* love of God, no real virtuous life is pof- 

^^fibleu" ..^ 

I carried my fick child on my arm for a 
quarter of an hour, proud that he always 
wants to be with me, and will be carried 
by no one elfe. I then went to Rechberg. 
We read the firfl fix chapters of the epiftle 
to the Romans, and I explained the moil 
diflicult pafTages, which have been rendered 
more obfcure by our unintelligible tranflation. 
I went home at feven o'clock. The female 
friend whom I hoped to find with my wife 
toeing gone, I was vexed for a few moments j 

how* 
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however, my vexation vanifhed as foon as 
my wife told me that flie had been very 

happy in her company. 1 complained to 

my wife, amongft other things, of my being 
of fo little ufe to my friends, who love me 
fo fincerely ; and told her, that I frequently 
confidered myfelf as a cheat, on that ac- - 
count. — —We fpoke of the impending^ re- 
volutions in the political world — ^read the 
eleventh and twelfth chapters of II. Kings. 

1 looked with fome uneafinefe at my 

wife, who was half afleep, and fqueezed her 
hand tenderly. I then read to her a paffage 
.from the RefurreSlion of the Right eons y and a 
hymn of Klopftock, We went to bed at 
eleven o'clock. I awoke about a quarter of 
an hour after I had fallen afleep, and was 
pretty well fatisfied with this day — although 
I am ftill infinitely below* a middling idea 
of a Chrijlian. 

Saturday, 
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SAtutiPAT, Feb. 27, 1773. 



I AWOKE at fiXy and Avas lying in mj 
bed till feven o'clock, with a weary and 
heavy heart, amid many good thoughts, 
feelings, and filent fighs. The chief obje6te 
of my meditation were the orphan — and my 
own children. I rofe at feven o'clock, with 
a ferene mind ; and when the idea of the 
different occupations which I was to take in 
hand, and to finifh, to-day, began to make 
me uneafy and gloomy, I fat inftantly down 
to make a lift of what I had to tranfa£l to- 
day, and then to execute one thing after the 
other, with all poffible tranquillity s an ex- 
pedient which has already ferved many a 
time to eafc and to chear me up. - - - 

Mrs. 



Mrs. 2**^ taole with a treatlfe of her 
tiufband's^ m wbich he attempted to prov^ 
that St. Paul alludes^ in his ^piftle to tfat 
Hebrews^ to Roman cufiomSii I read it 
through whUd j(he wa9 prefent, andihe wholfc 
appeared to me Very iSsQb^ and eictremely 
4inimportmt5 eren if hd flibuld not be miiP^ 
taken. I informed him of. it in d «>te> and 
felt the nec^itf to think of asbther occo^ 
patKMiifbrtki^irorteft^ fenfibie^ !^!id learned 
itaixiy bedaufb i was wdtawark that this 
WiH be the only <^aff to piiompt: hbi ttf ^abin^ 
don his oj^ion, '^ ^* * ^: i. - ,. - £. 

r . : ' • ■ .' 

#1 ^ M ar- • ;i« - - ** : tfrf •• *' f A , . « * . a, . ito 

-^ A poor' \kwiflan from W^*** cairte to b* 
'mBtrt^ad iti re^ion^ tdlbg :me that fhe 
Va» determiried to merkdfaer Iffi«-«-0 God! 
hoyFT far am^ I fHU from beings tliat man who 
is to lead to thee with power ttnd light 
iBvery one, even the weakeft of mj brethren! 
• - Vo*. IL S —lam 
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— ^I am alwajrs fnghtcnedy though I always 
ought to rcjpice, when I ifee fuch a perfoii 
before me. However,,! fpoke to her as well 
as I coukt, and flate appeared to have under- 
flood and <x>mprehended at leaft a part of 
what I faid.— -^Another woman came, aa 
it appeared, with thq fame view. I con* 
tinued my Journal, and thus pafled the mom* 
ing in regularity and tranquillity.— — 
: At dinner, we fpoke of the great misfor-^ 
tunes and fufferings of a friend. I took lefs 
intereft in it tlian I ought to havef done^ aiid 
yet could not account for it. Should pet^ 
haps the great mifery and diftrefs of which 
I^ almoft every day, am informed, have hsijA- 
eiied and rendered me lefs f^nfible ? I amy 
at leaft in the prefent cafe^ not confcious of 
any mediate or immediate paifion. ^ ^ • 
• '• • • •• • •'• •'•-*'■'* j^. T 

I went 



1 went to the Schwanenhpf, and- Pf *** 
gavis me a note to read which concerned 
the laft publication of* Mr, S**^. " Some 
** antecurfoty narrations^ and the prefibted 
*^ remark of our dear Lavater^ faduced me 
•* to the precipitate judgement, that this man 
^^ muft be a complete fanatic ; having, how* 
^ ever, perufed the treatife, though only in 
•* hafte, I think myfelf bound to retra£l 
** my judgement, to recommend him to-the 
^ Lord, and his good and feithful guidance 
* and proteftion againft all deviations ; and^ 
^^ meanwhile, to wait patiently what will 
^^ be the confequence of this extraordinary 
^ guidalnce." 

I have inferted this note for my inftruc- 
tion. I am,' indeed^ flill ^oo precipitate in 
my judgements, although I ftrive every day 
to become lefs fo. I was extremely pleafed 
with this gentle and fraternal manner of 
S z judging. 
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jadgmgr wd rejoiced that! wa$ pleajGe4 with 
lb. al^ughi I Iw¥e g»rea xof Qpmon of this 
mm fo decifirclyt.. . : ,. i. -« - - - - 
We fpokb a^ tibe^impmidi]^ ootlwiities of 
vaity and I £;lt mjnfelf ammat^di b]r our di^ 
eomfe ta a&ere cameftljr to GQd> particu- 
Isafy % interceding ^r tb^ gr^t numbei: of 
&£^ring aiKl diftt^jSed bcQthr^n, «. - . • 



i BOW could continue with eafe sxA tran- 
quillity my fermoa on the defence o£ the 
tipoftle Paul before the Sanhedrin at Jerufa* 
l^m (A6b V. 17 — 24.), and wrote with eafe 
and fluency. — I had a violent cough, which 
II regarded, as a warning and admonition of 
Providence.. ^-^^ - -•-•• 

While I was wrilang my fetsnon* the fol- 
towia^ ideas^ which I inftaatly Vnotst. dctvm 
flafliedonmymind: 
. . Art 



Art thou not better, GMI than I ? 
Then I can never bve thee ; 
fiut art thou better, God I than 1 ? 
Ho^ much iv3t thoa then Ibi^'ikicl 

I went home at feven o'clock, guided by 

the twinkling of the fian, and the foft lig^ht 

of the moon. Sweet fenfaliottB of the ma^ 

jefty of the Infinite thrilled my heart : hoWi> 

ever, a trifle, the ignes mini^es ef Horace ^ which 

the fight of the ftars brought to iny lEtAiA^ 

led me, for a few minutes, aflray iiitb itift 

regions of criticifm. Yet I recovered mylfetf 

foon. When I came home, I ftaid ft littlS 

while with my father, and thett fcbntittUi^d 

my fermon. After fupper, we read the tetllB 

chapter of the fecond book of ISAWp. 1 

wa^ ftruck with the paflage, *»/ >Ar tbbk fid 

keed to watk in the law (f the Lord (W^ 

Ifrael With all his heart. I do hdt like it all 

the ambiguous, falfe, and double-mitideJ 

ftrokes in Jehu's charafter. Whit ft mi*^ 

S3 turc 
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ture of ambition and duplicity, of piety and 
religious zeal ! O Lord ! cleanfe and fim* 
plify me more and more, that all my thoughts 
and wiihes, that all my actions, may ever 
concentre in jone point , in the pure love of 
Thee, in loving all my brethren, and Chrift 
Jefus ! 

Going to our apartment, we heard our 
little boy fcream violently. He was half 
afleep, and did not know why he was fcream* 
ing. *^ He is the very counterpart of his 
^^ father,'* faid my wife, I have frequently 
made the fame remark, and many a time 
trembled at the idea, ^' if he (hould fuflFer 
*^ as much from dreams as I do, and if he 
' ^* fliould come to the fame horrid gulfs of 
f doubt to which I came !"— O ! Jefus Chrift! 
what will he have to fufFer ! — However, God 
has fupported me, as yet, fo unfpeakahly, 
will he not ^Ifo be the God of my fon ? 

SyNPAV, 
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Si;k]>at> Feb. 28, 1773. 



A DREADFUL night! X dreamed at 
plainly as poflible that I was to be * be* 
headed. A look at my children melted 
me to tears; and — death — death itfelf — 
chilled me with dreadful fear*— ^I knelt 
down, prayed to God, awoke half dead 
with terror, and funk in the arms of my 
wife, meditating on nothing but death.— 
I muft die ! This idea ftruck my mind fo 
forcibly, that J thanked God for having been 
roufed thus. I fell again afleep, and had 
another dream, much more dreadful, which 
I, however, cannot recolleft. — I awoke in 
the morning pretty eafy, though very much 
*' fatigued. I fighed, meditated, rofe at feven 
o'clock, and finifhed my fermon. I went 
S 4 not 
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not to church, becaufe I coughed violently, 
but read the twp epiftles to Timothy* The 
following paflages and exprelSons I muft 
copy : 

Jejus Cbrifiy our hoftc Ir^CAarity out o/aj^t 
iedrty and of good confekncey and of faith Wh 
fdgned.-^^The law is not made for righteous 
men-^The gojjkel of the klefed Gad-^Jf a man 
know not how to rule his own honfe^ how JhaU 
he take care <f God f — To keep the myfiery of 
faith in a good confcience — Every creature of 
God is goody and nothing to he refujed^ if it be 
received with thank/giving — The living God is 
the Saviour of all men^ ej^ecially of thofe that 
believe. — Be thou an examfile of the believers ^ 
in wordy in converfaiicny in charity y injprity in 
faithy in Jiurity-^^Grve attendance to reading--^ 
Neglect not the gift that is in theCy that thypo* 
fitmg may appear to all. — Take heed unto thyfelfy 
for in doing tMs thou ^k both fave thyfilf and 

them 
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ikem^that hear thee. — He that liveth mfileafwri 
is dead while he liveth. — Do not partake of 
other men's fins: keep thyfelf fture ! — ThoUy O 
man of God, follow after right eoufnefs, godlinefsp 
faith^ fiatience, meeknefs ; fight the good fight of 
fathy lay hold on eternal life ! — Keefi thefe com* 
mandments without fpot, unrebukeablCy until the 
appearing of our Lord Jefus Chrift — Layif^ ijfl 
m fiore for them/elves a good foundation again^ 
the time to come — Promifes of life which is im 
Jefus Chrifi — God has not given us t^,e jphrit tf 
fear, but of power ^ and of love, and of a found 
mind — Holdfafi the form of found words whick 
thou haft heard of me ! Endure hardnefs, as a 
goodfoldier of Jefu$ Chrift ! No man that war^ 
reth entangleth himfelf with the affairs of tlus 
Hfe — If a man alfoftrlvefor mafteries, yet he it 
not crowned, except keftrive lawfully — Remem< 
ker that Jefus Chrift was raifedfrom the deadn^ 
Iff^er trouble as an evil-doer ^ even unto bonds ^ 

but 
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tut tie word of God is not bound f — / endure 
all things, for the eleffs fakes ^ that they alfo may 
obtain the falvation which is in Chriji Jefus with 
eternal glory. — // is a faithful faying^ if we be 
dead with him, we fhall alfo live with him ; jf 
wefujfety we fhall' alfo reign with him ^-^ if we 
deny him^ he alfo will deny us-— If we believe 
not ^ yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny him- 
f elf— Study to fhow thy f elf approved unto God^ 
a workman that needeth not be ajhamedy rightly 
dividing the word of truth. — The Lord knoweth 
them that are his — To ^all on the Lord out of a 
pure heart — The fervant of the Lord muft not 
Jlrpue^ but be gentle unto all men^ apt to teach, 
patient, — Do not be led captive by the devily at his 
will — To have a form of godlinefs, but to deny 
the power thereof — Ever learnings and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth — All 
that will live godly in Chrift fhall fuffer Jierfe- 
eution. — The man of God fhall be perfeEt, tho- 
roughly ^ 
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rcughly furnijhed unto all good works — Watck 
thou in all things^ endure affliSlions, do the work 
ef an Evangelift^ make full proof of thy minu 
Jlry — To love the Lord^s appearing. — The Lord 
Jhall deU^^V me from every evil worky and will 
fireferve me unto his heavenly kingdom. — Lord 
Jefus Chri/l be with my fpirit ! Amen. 

After dinner, I finifhed my letter to Mr. 
H***. ** J can aflfiire you, that the recol- 
•* le£lion of all the good I do (and I dare 
^ fay that no day paffes on which Divine 
** Providence does not give me an opportu- 
*^ nity to perform a good aftion) does not 
** pufF me up. Nay, nothing humbles me 
^* more th^n all the good, the execution of 
** which God has charged me with. No- 
*^ thing animates me more to perfevere, and 
** not to ftop, than the recoUeftion of what 
♦* I have already done. A comparifon with 
♦^ others cannot (I proteft before God), as 

" far 
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'* for as I kiiow, make me proud with re- 
'^ gard to my moral qualities ; becaufe I 
** perceive, by conftantly obferving myfelf^ 
** which, as it were, is become habitual with 
** me, every day, fo many wounds, fo many 
** unguarded and weak fides of my heart, 
" that I Ihould be mad if I could be proud. 
•* The more good I do, the eafier I find it 
** to be humble. I am, however, not equally 
** humble with refpefit to my talents. Com- 
*' paring myfelf with the greateft geniufes of 
** our age, I find, indeed, a great indifference 
** between them and myfelf; I hide myfelf 
" from them. But when I compare myfelf 
" with thofe people with whom I converfe 
** moft fi-equently, I am fometimes foolifli 
^ enough to abandon myfelf, for fome mo- 
^* ments, to the enchanting fancies of vanity. 
^ Obferving, however, every day, that fre- 
* quently the weakeft geniufes think wifer. 



"in 
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" in many points, than myfelf ; that all the 
*^ year long no one converfes- with me of 
** whom I could not learn fomething ; know* 
** ing that my little learning and knowledge 
^ is nothing but a cQlle£lio(n obtained hy 
" begging; fceEng deeply wfthhow much 
^ pains:: I learn ; being frequently fcaarceljr 
**able to bear widi my owa:ftialk)wnef$ 
** and weakncfe; J can fincerely confefs to 
*^ yoUj^ that this kind of pride too never will 
^ become a prevailing fentiment with merr 
** and never attacks me longer than, at moft^ 
*• for a few moments in the wciek. If eyer 
*^ I fliould prevail on royfelf ta publifh.a 
•* part of my Journal, to which I am prefled 
^ Igr ail my friends, I will certainly be &o* 
^ cere^ and not fpare myfelf; and no reai» 
^ (onaUe man fhall accufe nie of havihg 
• trampeted on/y my good deeds/* 

SOMB 
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Some Remarks. 



The interval » during which I could not 
continue my Journal, partly from negleft, 
and partly for other reafons, would perhaps 
have beeii more important, and more de* 
ferving of being recorded, than all the other 
days of this year. I ftiould, perhaps, give 
an opportunity of being fufpefted to have 
intentionally fuppreffed my obfervations on 
fome of thefe days, if it ftiould be known 
that I have recorded nothing that has ha|>* 
pened during that time. However, God 
knows that I have not done it with a vieW 
to hide from myfelf^ or my friends, the faults 
which I perhaps may be fufpefted of. I 
am^ on the contrary, as fure, as I can be of 
any thmg in this world, that nothing could 

be 
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be more favourable to myfelf^ and my ex- 
culpation, than if I were ^to difclofe to ait 
impartial eye the whole of my proceedings 
in fome ftrange cafes, though I fliould be 
willing to confefs fome inconfiderate a£tiohs« 
I am, however, quite tired of apologizing. 
My friends know that, with refpeS to thofe 
points I am alluding to, I have nothing to 
reproach myfelf, before the tribunal of my 
confcience, which is quite at eafe, and every 
ix^ment ready to account to thofe who may 
call me to an account; aiid the world will 
never fee this Journal. Some of my letters 
have been circulated, God knows, without 
my knowledge and confent. I confoled my- 
felf with my faith in Providence, and for^ 
gave thofe who had occafioned that circula- 
tion — ^The public has judged miferably ;•— I 
vrjBLS filent, and gave to my few friends a 
faithful account of the whole matter. They 

were 



Were aftoiufhed at the fecret motives which 
I pointed out to them ; but the public fhaU 
BOfclcDow th^xu I rather will fuffer myfelf 
to be condennaied, than to commit a mean« 
nsfs in order to defend myfelf. 

As for the refl^ f will not conceal that I 
am ftiU not cautiotcs enoogby and too imre« 
i&rrcdy to manif \^om I fancy to hate mor< 
kon^y, fecrecy, and prudence, than they 
leally pofTefs, WhenI writ« letters, I for- 
get the world, and addrefo ij^yfelf to the 
heart and the underftanding of him to whom 
I write, and whofe letters I have before me. 
He, and not ttitjiuilfc^ infpire& mev ffe has 
put que(^ions to me, axid I anfwer. He has 
obMged me to fay fomething which is ufeful 
to. him, and hurtful to no* one, if only he 
and myfelf fee& that letter. If he, or fdme 
other perfon, circulates the letterythen- 1 caA 
be anfwerable for nothing. The public has 

not 
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not the eyes of him to whom I write. What 
is moft fit for him, can appear very unfit to 
the public ; and what ftrikes him moft; can 
appear very infipid to others — The public 
hears only one party, and the other finds no 
hearing — ^That I know, and as far as I can 
view this as the decree of Providence, I am 
eafy, and thank God that I am fo, and can 
write with large charafleris in my Journal, 
I CAN WAIT ! 



To Mrs. N***. 

My deareft Friend, 

Saturday, March 13, 1773, 

I WILL give you fome paflages of my life, 
or rather of my charafter, 

God led me one way, from my earlieft 
youth to the prefent day. I was always 

Vol. IL T nnciSil 



^74 JOURNAL O'P A 

weak and bold — foolifli and happy — childilh 
and ftrong — meek and paffionate — both in 
a very high degree; — God always treated me 
with the greateft tendernefs.— My greateft 
faults were known to no one but myfelf 

and only a few friends. God has ever 

brought to light my good aftions, however 
anxious I was to conceal them — ^He has ac- 
complifhed my moft fecret wiflies, when I 
expefted it leaft. — He has given me what- 
ever I have begged of him with filent, bold, 
and filial confidence. You hardly can con- 
ceive how confidential I was in praying — 
before I had acquired theory. With the 
improvement of theory, the fecret, fublirae, 
heart-elevating experience has decreafed(j). 

—The 



{q) Experiences of this nature, which are not fouoded 
on theory, that is, on juft and precife notions of human 
nature, and the operations of our mind, are always de> 
eeitful— Tkey caa jfinrd us {real pleafure ; however, they 

aUo 



-^The fpirit evaporated — I wanted to feek 
God from knowledge — However, he has no 
fcar for any thing but for the filent, fimple^ 
and warm feelings of the heart.-^There was 
a time when I carried this treafure only in 
my breaft — ^felt myfelf all-powerful — ^when 
no diftrefs could damp my fpirit-— when I 
triumphantly hailed, in every darknefs of 
my path, with a noble heroic pride, and filent 
faith, the dawning light, ere I beheld the 
fainteft ray of it — No fooner felt a friend of 

alfo can lead us to dangerous precipices ; and the joy they 
create cannot always ftand the ted. The more. we fuffer 
ourfelves to be guided by violent, lively fenfations, th« 
more i^ ill the date of our mind, and our morality, depend 
upon the condition of our body, and of external, acci« 
dental objeds ; and the more will our virtue and happi* 
nefs be fubje£k to changes. On the. contrary, the mdre 
we accuilom oiufelves to regulate our adlions after clear 
notions and principles, the firmer we will proceed on the 
path of Chriilian probity, and the more ferenity and peace 
of mind will accompany us on our road. Editor. 

T 2 my 
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my bofom, no fooner felt my fainted Hefs, 
at the time when the fweet prefentiment of 
immortality thrilled his heart, at the dark 
evening of life, fomething of the great myf- 
tery of faith (r), when my heart fmote me. 

I preferved it for a long, long time in my 
heart, and adored the father of fublime pre- 

(r) The grcateft myftery, or rather the ftrongeft proof 
of our laith in God, confifts in our firm belief that God, 
a< the bfeft and wifeft of fathers, will give us every thing 
that, according to our individual capacities and fituations, 
is ufeful and falutary to us, as fiar as it is confiflent with 
die eflablifhed order of thmgs, with the welfare of the 
reft of his children, and with the fecret, but certainly 
isoft perfe^k plan of his government. If I beHeve this 
firmly, and fubmk patiently to all decrees of God, fhould 
I then not a6k more confiftent wHh my frailties, and my 
dependence upon kim, than when I make bold to prefcribe 
to him, as it wtttf how he (hall govern myfelf and others, 
and what he (hafi do in~ this or that individual cafe ? I do 
not know myfelf and othei^B, ptefence and futurity, as I 
o^ght to do» if I would denaiid of God wtccmStunutByt 
9afA.fifttnptorifyf for myfelf or others, certain J&c^^, in^ 
vUyalf %)irituai or bodily advantages or gifts- Editcr. 

fentiments 
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feiitiments with many a fwcet tear— —* be- 
came again thoughtlefs, — forgot God an4 
my duty, and the name which nobody knows 
except who receives it, fwayed by paffioxi 

and fcepticifm-^ 1 then was plunged ';bi 

diftrefs — in threatening diftrefs— labyrinths 
without an outlet furrounded me-r^I beheld 
nothing but gaping gulphs — however, I did 

not fink 1 called, to the Lord, and 

he anfwered me, and delivered me from, all 
my diftrefs. 



To Mrs. S. E. G. 

My dear Mrs. G***, 

1 WAS juft going to fend you a few Mncs 

along with the inclofed fermons, and begged 

Mifs M*** to write for me, when I received 

T 3 your 
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your valuable letter suid the inclofed from 
you ; I fhall therefore be under the neceffity 
to endeavour to fpare a little time for a few 
lines more - - - r r ^ Afcribe my brevity to no- 
thing elfe but to neceffity. I am poor in 
every refpeft — this all my friends muft do 
me the favour to bdieve. There are too 
many who think me to be rich — and for 
that very reaifon I am poor. — Let not your 
fpirit give way, although I Ihould not be 
able to procure you, in your great diftrefs, 
the affiftance I wifti fo ardently to afford. 
I cannot alter the decrees of God. The lefe 
we fee, the firmer, the more approved and 
pure, our faith will be. I inclofe the trifles 
you have defired ; of all my writings I have 
left only one copy, a few pamphlets ex- 
cepted. I have been affliSed for a con- 
iiderable time with a dry cough ; however, 
it is not fo violent as it ufed to be formerly. 

My 
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My bufinefs increafes every day ; but God 
has fent me fome time fince an affiftantj^ 
whom I, however, very likely, fhall not be 
jable to retain long. 

May the paternal grace of God Ihine 
upon you, from the face of Jefus Chrift(j) ! 

I recommend myfelf to your love and 
prayers. My wife fends her bed wifliesi 
and I am, with fraternal afTeftion, 

Your, &c. 

Lavater. 



(/) The author wifhes here that his friend might ever^ 
day ?earn to know better the benign and loving fentimentt 
of God towards us, from what Jefus Chrift has taught ut 
in his gofpel with refped to his Father, and from what 
he has done for the benefit of mankind, according to %h€ 
wfflofGod. T, 



T 4 March 
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March 20, 1773% 

So fure as it is, my dear friend, that the 
father of every love can only love, fo fure 
you may be that you never will be deceived 
in confoling yourfelf (/) — We have ftill from 
our childhood the falfe notion that we could 
offend God immediately, that he was injured 



(/) Mark well, Chriftian reader, that the author fpeaks 
here to a perfon of whofc probity he was perfedly fure. 
Such a perfon can, indeed, not falfely confole himfelf ; he 
can be aflured of the moft merciful indulgence of God» 
If our heart condemn us noty then have we confidence to*wardi 
God» Whoever appropriates to himfelf the divine pro- 
mifcs, and yet does not feriouily and indefatigably ftrivc 
te fulfil the conditions annexed to theni, confoles himfdf, 
indeed, falfely. He expe^^s advantages and blei&ngs he 
js not capable of receiving. As for the reft, God can, 
indeed, not be offended nor injured^ in the literal fcnfc of 
the word, however we offend and injure ourfelvcs ; and our 
peace of mind, and our perfeAion, fuffer by every rdopjt 
into fin. Therefore let him that Jlandeth take heed^ lefi he 
faUi Editor* 

by 
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by our relapfes. This deprives of our jojr> 
and retards our coming to God. However, 
this darknefs, too, is neverth^lels a hhSihg, 
although it fiiould furround us till we arrive 
^t the end of our career ; yet { wiihi that 
every brother and fifter might be freed of 
it. Whoever has the fenfe of childhood 
will comprehend this. Infinitely mueh 46 
included therein. 



My dear Mrs. Gr, 

March ay, 1773. 

xl ERE I fend you a fmall token of ray being 
alive, and of my friendfhip. I have no time, 
and the weak ftate of my health, which is 
very much enfeebled by a conftant dry cough, 
does not allow me to write much. I greet 
you in the Lord, from the bottom of my 

heart. 
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heart. Remember me frequently in your 
prayers — that the glory of the unknown God 
may be difplayed in me, and through me, 
to the mortification of unbelief, and the in* 
creafe of faith. — O how unknown is God, 
even to thofe who fancy themfelves enlight- 
ened («)1 



(u) We can, indeed, form no adequate notioos of God. 
Yet, if we pay proper regard to what the fcripture and 
reafon teach us, we can know as much of him as he will 
vttjhdl know; and that is fufficient for our happinefs. 
If we know what God is with regard to ouifelves, then 
we need not to trouble ourfelves about what he is in bm" 
felf. This knowledge is hidden from mortal men ; and 
whoever is impatient to pry into it, will certainly be dif- 
appointed: for he tranfgrefles the bounds fet to mortal 
beings by the infinite wifdom of God. T, 



March 
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March' 399 1773. ' 

It is out of my power to write a long 
letter; want of health, and bufinefs, do not 
allow me to do it. Accept, with your in- 
nate goodnefs, the fmall token of my friend- 
fliip, which I have inclofed, and let me hear 
ypur opinion upon it, as fooq as convenient 
to yourfelf. 

The prefent ftate of Chriftianifm, particu- 
larly in Germany, appears to me to bafteii 
towards a great revolution. Mod Chriiliaiis 
CQnftantly keep too boldly, and too obfti- 
nately, to extremes. It requires great honefty 
Und vvrifdom to keep firm to the gofftl af 
Chrift. Ere long the truth will be conf 
firmed, fVhoever is not with, mCy is againft mf! 

May the truth and goodnefs of God be 
aOive within us ! Let us feek with an up^ 

right 
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right heart the unknown God — who cannot 
b«. known olherwife than through Jcfus 
Chrift — ^and then we Ihall behold his glory, 
and rejoice ! Amen. 



To Mr. H. 

April 10, 1773. — On the great Sabbath 
of our Redeemer. 

Dear Brother, 

On Good-Friday eve I received your la- 
tnentatory letter, in which you defire me to 
pray for K***. — What efFeft do you think 
it has had upon me ? Quite a contrary one 
to what you probably expcfted. " That 
*^ his errors might be kept fecret" — this 
alone prompted me to prayers. Not the 
other reafon. You poffefs, ftill, too much 
paffion, brother 3 and too little tranquil, fim- 

ple. 
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pie, filial faith — 'You have a childifli fear of 
the devil — but no child-like faith in God^ 
I do not pay fo much honour to Satan as to 
be afraid of him. I have very little to do 
with this vanquiflied and cruflied enemy (*). 

I cannot implore God that K*** may 
not ftudy phyfic. Let him ftudy it if he 



(x) The lefs the better, Chriftian reader. To be afraid 
of Satan, or to afcribe to him the leaft power over meii» 
belongs to what the fcripture calls the kingdom of Satan^ 
or of darknefs ; and thereby it means the idolatry, fuper* 
fUtion, and wickednefs, prevailing among the then hesr- 
thenifh nations/ As Chriftians, we are tranfplanted out 
of the kingdom of darknefs into the kingdom of light* 
Wicked defires, and bad, feducing people, are our Batons^ 
our adverfarlesy againft whom we muft guard. James u 
13 — 15. I would advife thee, Chriftian reader, to care 
as little as poffible for the devil, and to behave^ with re- 
fpe& to him, as if he did not exift. So I have done 
thefc twenty years, after having been deceived in my early 
youth by childiTh prejudices and fancies ; and I find my* 
ielf very happy by doing f(». Editor. 

has 
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has an inclination to do fo. A good volun-* 
taiy phyfician is better than a forced fervant 
of Chrift. Do you not, dear brother, create 
unneceffary wants merely for the fake of 
having occafion for praying. Thou haft 
fufficient rcafon for it already— and never 
wilt be in want of occafion for praying. 
Do not mifunderftand me* I love brevity, 
like my matter. Pray for nothing more ar- 
dently than for wifdom. Wifdom will teach 
thee for what thou oughtft to pray, and for 
what not {y). Have faith — faith is of more 
value than praying. 



(y) Should not this wifdom teach us, too, that we arc 
not wife enough to demand of God without re/iridion 
fuch^ particular and individual bleflings, and, as it were, 
to prcfcribc to him, who is alone ^ife, how he fhall govern 
the world ? He is the Lord^ he may do whatever he thinh 
JlU Father^ not mlncy hut thy tvilt be done ! This, I think, 
it the language of true Chriftian wifdom. Adore the 
grcatnefs and glory of God, Chriftian reader ; rejoice with 

a grateful 
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Thy dear letters of the 7 th and 5th of 
February I received in bed ; for I have been 
ill a long time — and worfe, or rather weaker, 
than ever I was. Juft now the megrim 
forces one tear after the other from my left 
eye, and 1 cough very much. My illnefs 
bears particularly heavy on me in the Paf- 
fion week, when I ought to preach fix times. 

In fuch a cafe, you, dear D*****, would 
have again done too much honour to Satan> 
and fufpefted him of fome malicious trick ; 
I do not think fo. 

My wife, too, is not well — yet fhe has 



a grateful heart at his blefliAgs ; let his providence fet thy 
heart at eafe ; acquire before him ftrength in every virtue 
and pious fentiment, and efpecially in the fentiments of 
univerfal fraternal love. Join, in thy mind, with all thy 
brethren before God, the father of all men, and leave to 
hie guidance their and thy fate ; then thy prayers certainly 
will be "Wife, acceptable to God, and ufeful to thyfclf and 
others. Editor. 

faith 
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faith for me, and I have faith for her. — Now 
9, few words more in anfwer to your letter. 

I neither refemble Ifaias, nor does O 

refemble Jeremias. — Your advice to make a 
careful ufe of every ftone thrown down by 
Oettinger, which may be ferviceable for 
erefting the great edifice, defcrves not to 
be difregarded. I fympathize, indeed, with 
Ifaias. I prefer him to all the great men of 
the old covenant, David excepted ; of whofe 
heart, fometimes, one fees more than of his 
fpirit. With regard to inftruftion, Ifaias, '. 
St. Paul, and St. John, are almoft alone very 
important to me among the authors of holy 
fcripture. 

Oettinger's defence of the fenfe of finglc 
words is evidently carried too far, how fond 
foever I am of fettling the proper fenfe of 
words. To build whole theories upon fingle 
expreffions— is to build on the point of a 

pin. 
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^in.— Farewell, my dear. Give my love ta 
your wife and children^ and never ceafe to 
be my friend and brother. 



To Mr. K. 

April 10, 1773. ^ 

Hearken^ my weak brbther, for a few 
moments, to a brother Who is equally weak j 
for I can converfe with you only a few mo- 
ments. ITi^re is no fin fo deadly poifonous 
as unbelief — Unbelief is the fin of all fins 
in the tetritoiy of Satan — Unbelief, con- 
cealed under the malk of piety— unbelief, 
alrifing from falfe humanity — is one of the 
moft crafty ftratagems of the enemy of God 
and truths — I intreat you eameftly not to be 
diflieartened — ^God is unalterable, though 
vfp are not. He never ceafes to love, though 
-VoLtlL U we 
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WQ fhcai^(i{z) eeafe to love, He who. is 
within us is greater than him who i& in the 
world* Refift Satan, and he will flee from 
you. Drive him away with a few words of 
fcripture, which will cut his black foul(^7). 

Con- 



(»)' Very true ! Yet God always fees and judges us as 
wft rca% are ; and the more aSiiii and fincere our lovct 
to>Y?ir<j8 bim i?» tfe? more capable are wc to profit by his 
love, his favour, and his bleiHings. He never can niiftake 
the (ifiner for-guiltleis, the weak for llrong> the wavering 
for A^jihAf nor 'faults for pcrfedlTons. The greater, O 
Chriftian ! (hy love to God is, the more ardently oughtft 
thou to defire to do what pleafes him. Editor. 

(a) The author's meaaing is, that we ought to fup- 
pre(s» and to rejedl infianilyy all bad ideas and defires arifing 
W^!thin uss and replaee them by pious, Chriftian ideas. 
R)r holy feriptuve fays no-where» that Satan is a^t and 
naar ^ in fuch a manner, that he could hear us, and be 
put to flight by what we are laying to him. This would 
make him omnlfrcfenty Vecaufe there arc fe many poople» 
U'rfitg ^X fo jrr^at a di|tance ftonv each pthcr> tsho aril 
tempted and enticed tq wicked ideas ap4 deeds, at one 
ai&d tb< £inic time ; and omnifnfena is an attribute onfy 

.of 
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Continue in the calling to which you are 
called by God, elfe you will repent of it. 
If you are fallen, God is powerful enough 
to raife you up again. — Whoever is tired of 
rifing Up again a thoufand times, becaufe he 
is fallen a thoufand times, never will attain 
his aim — becaufe of his want of faith. He 
who commands us to forgive feventy times 
feven in a day, will certainly forgive us at 
lead fo many times within a whole year.— 
God will certainly hide your tranfgrefSons(^)! 

of Ood% What St. Peter faya» i Pet. \. 8. can be 1^ 
plied very well to a man then living, who was a viokat 
adverfary and a cunning de^uner of the ChrifUans* 

Editor* ' 
(^) Yes, he wiU do it, if it ia conformable to his wi& 
dom, and fubfervient to his defigns, unknown to us. If 
this is not the cafe, he brings to light the fins and faults 
qf many pious peq;>le, in order to humble them, and ta 
caution others. God has given us no particular promifea 
on that head. Could we therefore e^cpeft it fo abfolute!^^ 
and v^dMUt reftri^on ^ Editor. i ^ 

U 2 Believe 
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Believe it only fimplyand boldly. I fpeak 
from repeated experience. — Begin with a 
new courage, and God will return to you with 
new blejjings. Forget what is behind you — 
and do not forrow for the following day. 
The mercy of Jefus Chrift be with you ! 



To L***. 

April lo, 1773. 

O THOU dear, dear L***, why am I fo 
inaftive with refpeft to you — ^why fo un- 
kind? — But you know my fituation. My 
h^lth is mending by little and little— I 
fliall preach to-morrow and next Thurfday, 
if it pleafes God. I wifli to be of more 
ufe to you ^ but, God knows, it is not in 
my power. I am too much beloved. I am 
frequentty (fo I think) near the great mark- 
but 
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but more frequently very n^ar the mod 
dreadful abyfs. Yet I have more faith, thaii 
1 dare fay — although my dear friends r^pofe 
too much faith in me.-^You have in general 
too much confidence in me, and too little in 
God.« — ' — A few words more ! — May Jefus 
Chrift be revived in you through the belief 
of his being alive-r-and along with him the 
power of God, wifdom, and goodnefe.— Give 
my love to whomfoever you like, and as 
much as you like, with the, full bleffing of 
the gofpel. 



To Mr. S. at L, 

April 15, 1773, 

X OUR whole inftruftive letter contains 

lothing that ought to have made you afraid 

>f my being angry at it, except the word§— ^ 

U3 "If 
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♦'^ If you, pferhaps,,flyould be angry at it !*'-^ 
However, this too I will pafs over without 
anger. Believe me, my dear friend^ charity 
is not eafily provoked. What you write 
flows from a fincere heart, and befpeaks 
tti aiaiiable fimplicity— and even the aniour 
which 1 fency to perceive, is «oble and 
amiable in your fituation. 
Whethw I ftiall wifli lefs for yoiir pidure? 

• O you dear, fufpicious man I— Forgive 

me ! You are a good man, whatfoever may 
have made you fo — You love Jefus Chrift 
fincerely — whatever notions of him may af- 
fe6i you moft. — Should I then defpife you? 
Should I not think you good, and a friend 
of Jefus Chrift ? It was a noble admonition 
your brother Frank, of Montmiral, addreffed 
to the aflembled brethren, when my name 
was mentioned: ** Brethren! remember what 
^ Jefus faid, when he was informed that a 

" perfott 



« 
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•* pcrfon who was not numbered among hh 
^^ apoflles^ was driving out the devils in his 
^'iiatne: Do not oppofe him; for no oilfe 
** can do a deed in my name, and yet fpeok 
^^ ill of me. Whoever is not againft ui is 
for us.'^ The fame ^monition flmll guide 
me with regard to you. Why Ihould I d««- 
fpife you, becaufe I know you follow a 
fyftem which differs from minc?-^or^ per- 
haps, you only exprefs my fyftem "whh othw 
words than I do ? Whether I really havt 
the love I profefs — whether I, as many thinks 
belong to thofe prond cavillers, to tbofe un- 
feeling makers of fyftems, who are fo detri* 
mental to religion, which is nothing but 
faith and love ; whether I am proud 6f my 
merits ; whether I do not think myfeif the 
moft guilty finner ; whether I feek any thic^ 
elfe but the meuy of God^ through Chrift 5 
whether I endeavour to hide my faults from 
U 4 fear 
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fear to ftrike my felf-love a deadly blow } 
dear Mr. S. I will be filent with regard to 
thefe points, will leave the decifion of them 
to God, and pMiently wait till he fhall de^ 
cide. 

It is true, we exprefs ourfelves differently 
with refpefl: to our notions of our dear Lord, 
It is true, your notions are as intolerable to 
me, as mine are to you — hut why Ihould 
we quarrel about it ? Let us /av^ our great 
Redeemer as well as we can— rfor to love 
him is our only fcope — and let us not look 
upon each other with an evil eye,, becaufe 
each of us is arrived to that love through 
notions of his own, which he believed to, 
be juft. 

Suppofe, my dear friend, both of us ftiould 
be in danger of life at the fame time — and 
a noble-minded man plunged into the flames 
to fave uss and, in effefting our delivery, 

facrificed 
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facrificed his life — fuppofe we could not 
find words fufficiently to praife the genero^ 
fity of our deliverer ; and endeavoured, and 
thought it the greateft pleafure, to fhew all 
pofliblejove to his children^— only with that 
difference, that you called his generous deed 
, an atonement or fat isfa£liony but I fhould pre- 
fer to ufe expreffioBS which fhould appear 
to me clearer, more natural, more affedling 
and jufl: ; as, / ozve my life to this man ; alas ! 
he fell a victim for me ! his death was my life I 
&c. &c. — would it not be ridiculous, if you 
would call me ungrateful, proud, cavilling, 
if you would fufpeft me of uncharitablenefs, 
becaufe I ufed thefe natural expreffions with 
a heart overflowing with gratitude ? 

My language may found fooliflily in your 
ears ; however, I (hall never renounce, nor 
confent to be deprived of, the liberty which 
God and his light gives me. — Humility and 

affurance 
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affiirance oi faith are as little incompatible 
with each other as light ^ndjire. However, 
liian commonly feparates what God wants 
to be united. 

Partiality is a fault moft common with 
thofe who do not receive the whole gofpel 
with a filial love of truth. 

An important obfervation which I muft 
make to you, and which is of the greateft 
Confequence to you, is this : 

" The beft, nobleft, and moft divine fen- 
^' timents, which owe their origin to 
" certain ideas and notions, are no 
" proof that thefe ideas and notions 
" are juft.'' 
If you would take the trouble to examine 
this idea, what a light would arife to you ! 

There are fome Roman Catholics, to whom 
the belief in the tranfmutation of bread af- 
fords moft unutterable fweet fenfations — as 

there 
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there are certainly Calvinifts, to whom tietlr 
notion affords the moft grateful, pureft^ and 
moft divine fentiments-. 

One of thefe notions muft be erroneous,—^ 
It mnft therefore be poffiWe that falfe io- 'i^^^ 
tions, too, can produce, in a good heart; >i^•^^ * 
excellent, good, and divine fentiments ; and ^ » '^ 
it is wrong to conclude — ^this or that notiptt-*^^-J *: 



i-.t ': 



V I i" » 



edifies me very much, it^procreates withitt /a iv 

i Vic 

me divine fentiments, cdnfequently it muft /*' i ,. 
be juft and divine. 'V ^^ 

Fancy yourfelf, with your good, excellent, 
and noble heart, in the room of a fenfibfe 
Roman Catholic : how would you then write 
to me? — Without doubt, you would fay^ 
^' O ! my dear Mr. Lavater, pray become as 
" a little child y believe willingly ! The doci 
" trine of the tranfmutation oF btead ftrikes 
*^ indeed a deadly blow to feafon. However, 
" if you would believe, you would experi-^ 

ence 
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^^ ence what I experience ; it cannot be ex. 
^^ preffed by words what I experience when 
*' I receive the real body of the Lord ! how 
"I am melted with heavenly fenfations! 
*^ how it legitimates itfelf in my foul as the 
^^ effenfial body and blood of God ! how the 
^^ blood of the God-man tranfports me be* 
^- yond myfelf !^-^If you but knew it, if you 
*^ had honefty and fimplicity enough to make 
^* a trial— how intolerable would reafon, 
*^ which tells you," ^ Bread is bread, and 
* wine is wine,' " appear to you !" — Dear Mr. 
S. would you not, very probably, fpeak fo to 
me? Well, (hall I then believe ^ piece of 
bread to be the creator oi heaven and earthy 
and the juke of the grape the blood of God^ 
becaufe I do not deny your pious fentiments, 
which your faith may have produced, to be 
divine, and ^ becaufe you admonifh me fo 
brotherly and tenderly ? 

I wilh 
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1 wifh to know how our brother Birrgman 
has received my frank and undifguifed an- 
fwer, which I have fent him by our brother 
Hafencamp^ Of a man of his noble and 
humane charafter I expeft fraternal fenti- 
ments in cenfuring my ideas — and along with 
thefe fraternal fentiments reafons^ight and 
wifdom^ for — forgive me that I once more 
recur to this point ! — for even the moft gen- 
tle admonition is a mere charm for weak and 
^ood hearts, if not founded on plain and 
clear arguments. Dear Mr. S. let us take 
care not to miftake for truth what is erro- 
Beous, becaufe a falfe notion has aflForded 
us edification and good fentiments ! — ^Truth 
is fuperior to edification, as juftice is fupe-. 
nor to love. — Error produces a temporary, 
truth a lading edification— One muft not 
oflfer violence to human nature. To bring 
to light what is hidden in its utmoft re- 

ceffes— 



ceflfes — and it contains nothing artificial— 
this is (to ufe your own words) Jefus-like 
wifdom. God is all love; Jefus Chrift is 
all love ! and man, too, ought to be love. 
There you haye, in a few words, my whole 
fyftem of religion, — Who believes in the 
bve of God through Chrift Jefus, he, and 
he only, ean love as Chrift has loved — or 
rather, through him God can love as he has 
loved through Jefifs Chrift. All love comes 
^m God fo direftly and immediately as 
Chrift came from him. — Whoever believes 
that God is love in Chrift, is love, and happy 
in love. All happinefs confifts in love, and 
without love no happinefs is poflible. No 
happinefs is poflible without God, as there 
is no love without him.— Jefus Chrift is the 
centre of the love of God. — Whofoever di- 
x:efts his eye towards it, and is caught by it, 
becomes a ray of the divine love. -. - - - - - 

This, 



This, my dear friencj, you will certainly un- 
derftand(f). In this you certainly agree with: 
nie. If this- do6trine (hould be ifftokrable to 
you, we will put a ftop — not to our love — 
but to our correfpondence, till it fhall be 
tolerable to you or intolerable to me. — ^The 
wounds of Chrift certainly, will teach yon 
to be juft to thofe of whom you know nor 
thing difpleafing, except that they neither 



{c) Although the author is fully perfuaded, that hi» 
friend will underftaod him, yet I moft confefii that I can- 
not underftand him entirely ; and this wiO probably be 
the cafe with many of his readers. "We will, therefore^ 
fufpcnd our judgement of fome obfcure paifages and ex- • 
preffions, till the author (hall, one time, have expliiaed 
himfelf better. — I have, however, been obliged to omit 
fome paffages, becaufe not every one fees with the cjre of 
a friend. / cannot be offended by whatevm- a man fay8» 
of whofe probity and love of truth I am convinced ; and 
I liflen to him with pleafure, and le^fn at Icaft fomething 
of him, even when he feems to err: but probably not 
every retdcr ma; think fo» £i)XTOt» 

will 
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will nor can make ufe of certain expreffibflSi 
becaufe they appear to them to be contrary 
to the whole fyftem of fcripture. If I be^ 
Heve all what God fays, all what he has 
done through Chrift Jefus ; if I adore Chrift 
as the foUy immediate, and eternal author^ 
not only of my immortality, but alfo of all 
happijiefs, I adore him with the fincereft 
love and cordiality ; if I believe that I owe 
iim every thing, every thing without excep* 
tion; if I fincerely rejoice at his incom- 
parable love, furpafling all underftanding i 
if I believe his death to be the life of the 
world, and the greateft facrifice which ever 
has been offered to God ; if he is to me all 
in all; if I begin every thing with him, 
continue every thing with him, and do every 
thing with regard to him ; if I rejoice even 
at hearing only his name mentioned; if I 
deem his reproach my reproach, and his- 

honour 
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.honour my honour $ if I look ifpon ^yeiy 
-mortal as c^e for whom Chrift died; if I 
devote myfelf to God for the benefit of roiBiS^ 
kind, to the joy of Chrift Jefus 5 if I devote 
myfelf fo entirely to him as he has devoted 
himfelf to God; if I do and fuflPer eveiy 
thin|^ in his name, that is, if I always aft 
and fuffer as Chrift would a6t and fufier> if 
in my place j if I do, or only endeavour to 
do that ; am I then, my dear S. a Socinian — 
or a Chriftian {d) ? I entreat you, my deareft 

fellow- 



\d) I am alwiays grieyed wlien I hear a Soctmah pro- 
ndnqced to be tHe reverfe of a Clirifliah. The author^ 
no doUhty is ho SocIniaBy iior am X one. However, ought 

' and dare we pronounce tnfiJels thofe who commonlir are 
caSe;^ Sbcinians ? How can this bs cohfi{bent with truibt 
i^di Chrjflian chanty, and forbearance ? How erfbneout 
foever foihe dofbrines of the Sociniahs may t)€ ; yet they 
believe Chrift to be fcnt by God, to be their inftruftor 
and benefkdor, their Lord and MafterJ they believe tfie 
do&rine of Chrift to be true^ and of a divine coijrm ; c6n* 

• VOL.IL X fide 
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felloWfedeemed,do not condemn me; though 
•with the pureft heart^ill you know itte bet- 
-ter, and have tareftilly examined, ;oniy after 
the.gofyel, my affertions ! — .. ^ 

I am no gr^kt Mr. Lavater, and^bave there- 
fore no odcafion for taking another courfe 
in tiat f^^^fZy as your Veil-meant wi&'feems 
to indicate; although! muft confefs that I 
have, every day, reafon to be afliamed of 



fide in his promifes, and endeavour to execute his com- 
inandmentSy and to imitate his example. Should a perfon 
who believes arid does that be no Chriilian ? Who of us 
is free of all errors ? Have the difciples of Chrifl har- 
boured no errors at all while he was alive ? Have the pri- 
mitive Chriftiansy niany of whom wanted to re|d[n the 
Judaic laws, fo evidently inconfiflent with Chriftianifm^ 
have they been infidels ? And what man rejedls tnti as 
truth ? Thank God, Chriflian reader, if thou haft mori 
knowledge of truth than others, and live coAfornuDg to 
this knowledge ; but take care not to condenin nor to 
defpife thofc whom thou fancied to be Ufs enlightened and 
/^iJtf/ftr than thy felf! T* 

many 



many deviations from thofe amiable, child- 
like fentiments of a true Chriftian. 

I now will and 'muft finifli my letter. May 
God render the communications of our ideas 
a bleiSng both for us and others. 

Love me,: as I am beloved by;Chrift; if 
Chtift abides ' in your heart, you . will not 
deny me -your forbearance -arid love, and 
Imitate the example of Godi^^ who Idves me 
through Chrift Jefus. • ' ? ^^ 

I thank yod fincetely for your friendly and 
Jkind offer. The grace of: Chrift be with 

W. '- Amen,- ; . • f.'v .:^tJ.::;::;;: j: 



'rij. 
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•■■ ■> ^- ■ V- ■ • ' ".ij ,,.^ _. .. ^ 

'^Although your kkid prcfeDts i^ve 

great' pkafere to : my chHidcerijj yet tliey 
make me bluih toa miich. . Your defirc to 
6nd outfpldafiiiies for others carries you too 
hx. How much do I wifli— tiot to rewatd. 
(for it is alfo a duty of friendly gnUitude to 
ieave tsd dlbe^s the fatis£a3i6n o£ beftowibg 
a kindnefs withotit receiving a reward for 
it)j^ but tt^ give you a hint at leaft^ how much 
pleafure it would aflFord me to return your 
kindnefs. 

Our dear Mr. **** will ftay with me till 

Sunday^ perhaps longer. He has informed 

me of yoiir offer. I fhall take the liberty 

of making ufe of it — if it pleafes God to 

^ ^ gnuit 



grant us the pleafure of feeing each other 
once more in this world. 

The idea that the beft*n^(i^d people dif* 
fer fo much in their opinions, and frequently 
are fo fufpicious of each other, is extreoiely 
gloomy and diftrefSng to beings who are 
•either top fhprt-iighted/or mcapal^ to Icx^ 
a few inches forward into futiurity. It is .% 
very good obfervatio&^of Mc^^je^deUc^in, 
Tie m^e limited ^tfr underftanduij^ is^ ike mf(r0 
ixcbifwe mr principles will be. 
. ^i^ wife aud myfelf have re^vere4> ?W 
well as poffible^ from a very:i6yere ^^lQei^, 
1^ two children are alfo i^eftoj^ed to^beaUl^ 
My too anxious friends fay that .sqy J^^t^ll 
reqiures a capital cure. In matters of tha| 
nature, my motto always is, MihSi Vi^^ ^ 
mm nolle.-r-iFfurtwtUl My d^r wife heff 
to be remembered to you, arid I.j^tg'-you tQ 
remember.me; before the l-ordfi ... 

X 3 To 






My dear Mr; H^^ 

-April X7f 1773- 

You IrtVe put the impdrtMt queftion to 
tfie, ^' How^and l^ what Ynetos the king- 
*^ <iom of '^bd -could b^ propag^ated by you' 
u ^t S***'*in: the beft maimer poffible >^'v::i 
will tell you my opinion -as plaip and brief 
a» poffible.' ^ Happinefs ' arifes^ from faith, 
faith from heclririg, atid hearing *cx>mes by the 
word (if G<>d. Eiideavour to read, not ^onljr 
In 'private, but alft> once every week in a 
feeiety of very intimate friends, the hifto- 
rical atfd *inq^l'pi^e5& of the Old and New 
Teftam^iR, iwifchoul prejudice," and in fuch 
a-mannfti^cai if you wer^ reading them the 
firft time, H§i^ frfi tkefi wifnefes of Goi\ 

faith 
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fiakh comes by hearings .by: trahquil^-ilodK 
fturbed> and impartial attention. Abpye 
all, do not hegleft the hiftorical part ; repre-; 
feht to. your imagination, as if you were;aQ 
eycrwitnefs, the deeds of : relieving ,0mnip9^ 
ithce-y make from thefe. incidents the fame 
applications a fenfible fpe£tator would •X9a}s;e4, 
Fromy»rA: a hearing faith will arife and in- . 
creafe. Attend carefully to what you have 
before you; forget all interpretations a,i;i4 
opinions of. others; nlake few. remarks: ;fQr 
edification — praftife firft the true, child- 
like, fimple hearing I then you, wiUi coiir 
ftantly hear of one and; the fj!kme;.tl)iogTrr 
namely, : pf an nll-^post^erful . /ov^, relieyiijig, 
pardoning, and bleffing, all thofe who con- 
fide in it. You will conftantly find one and 
the fame almighty, beneficent, and general 
Godhead — and you will be excited to believe 
the love which God bears us, and which has 
^^ X 4 difplayed 
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difplayed itfelf and 9^umed a human fliape 

in the perfon of Jcftis Chrift.-^And if you 

believe in this love, you will be able to love ; 

and accopding to the degree of that fsiib^ 

and according to ^e degree of that lov^ 

3FOU MiVt he happy. — The reading of the 

feripture in a fociety, the members of which 

are of the fame mind, friends of truth, and 

of an humble dijTpoiitioCE (the. number of 

• 

wlM>id ought, however, UQt to be tQa great 
at firft), is one of the impleft and fafefl 
mfcans to propagate the kingdom of. God ; 
that is. to fay, to render more public, and 
mcsRl efficacious> the comforting truth, God 
a kin^'i God U a tw^fUff, iefj^g p(n»er. 



t$ 



To HmUVcslUP. . 

■ . . ., _ ♦" 

Thurfday, April Z9, 1773. 

Fanned by* gctntle;, wroalJbreezw, I 
write an anfwer toyourlettcrfrom ther---; 

- - at the caftle of my firicod*$ fether- 

m-]aw» yrbo is fitting hy toy fide. . Upon my 
right, an extenfive field, ebctrcded 9vitfa rifing 
hills, and covered with wood, haUs my eye- 
while ^ - - is fixing^ his looks on the garland 
which the hand of his excellent rirgin fiftet 
has wreathed around my hat, inhaling its 
fragrant fmell with ferene, cheerful look^ 
and joining with me in adoring^ with a filent, 
panting heart, the goodnefs of the Father of 
nature which is ftored up around us. - - * 



I can* 
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thy uplifted arm mjAaken €onfidence — ^thy 
bended knee thank/giving for what thou art 

fupplicating. 1 hope you have received 

my Jonas by this time. I am informed that 
they are amazed in Germany at our inti- 
mate friendihip. I am not aftoni&ed th^t: 
Germany is amazed at it. I foreiaw it; 
nay, I fo^efaw ftill more than that i and the 
more I could exp^ it/ the firmer was my 
refolution to dedicate my Sermon3 on Jonas 
to you — and to do it in the manner I have 
done. - • - . Pf . - is ftill at H. There abides 
ferenity and humility, hunger for edification, 
and unbiaffed enjoyment of the^ beauties of 
nature; thirft for knowledge, light, inno- 
cence, and hilarity ; there ferious attention 
goes hand in hand with refleftion, with cdn» 
fidential, warning, cheering, and feafpned 
jefts. — There the poor find bread, (belter, 
and kind hofts — ^There one learns, what fo 



.few.of Jhe godly know^'thftt to be.iplefcfed 

and fatisfi^iJityithGpift.for. the feke of na- 

•tu?^,\aji4vwi''^te ttatwe for Ac. fake of God— 

,Witb ourfelves for tl^l&ke pf .'bothr-f^onfti- 

tutes wifdorft, happinefs^ ^«d relJgion(/). 



(/) It IS finccrdy to be lamented, that fo many worthy 
people, who have ^ tfiic f e^rrf fof YeHgion and piefy, have 
die fi2f^ Dotiony t&at godlineft is incotififtent^vrith hilarity 
and a cheerful enjoyment of the things <>f this world. 
This prejudice, and the gIoomine& wliich it begets, is 
extremely detrimental to the prc^agation of the kingdom 
.pt God» the great fcope of whi^ is to fweeten the tofla 
of this life, and to teach us to. enfure future happinefs in 
tiitf iRf6rld hereafter* One ttf Ae greateft fbixtces of atcr- 
4kni friMn j^iety and religion %mg8 irom .the f^^t idel^ 
that one muft ceafe to be a hunum being, and renounce 
for ever the pkafures of this world,! if one will be a Chrit 
tian. If the unbeliever and the fceptic (hould fee that the 
true Chriftian, by his religion, is rendered the moft cheer- 
ful companion, the bed citizen, parent, and child, the 
fiuthfuUeft friend, the bell mailer and fervant,. and un* 
daunted in misfortune, then his own intereft would prompt 
htm to become a believer,, a true Chriftian*. T* 

I tell 
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thy uplifted arm unjhaken, €onfidence — ^thy 
bended knee thank/giving for what thou art 

fupplicating. 1 hope you have received 

my Jonas by this time. I am informed that 
they are amazed in Germany at oiur inti- 
mate friendfhip. I am not aftoniihed th^t. 
Germany is amazed at it. I fore&w it; 
nay, I forefew ftill more than that i and the 
more I could expe^ it, the firmer was my 
refolution to dedicate my Sermons on Jonas 
to you — and to do it in the manner I have 

done. Pf . - is flill at H. There abides 

ferenity and humility, hunger for edifiqation, 
and unbiaflfed enjoyment of the^ beauties of 
nature; thirft for knowledge, light, inno- 
cence, and hilarity ; there ferious attention 
goes hand in hand with refleftion, with cdn» 
fidential, warning, cheering, and feafoned 
jefls. — ^There the poor find bread, fhelter, 
and kind hofls — ^There one learns, what fo 

few 



^fewof Jhe godly knoWi.thftt to .be.;plefcfed 
r and ffttisfi^d ;tyith Gpift ,for the fek« of na-- 
•tU?^,\ao4\wi''^te ttature for Ac. fake of Gwt-- 
,Witb ourfelves for tl^lfeke of 'bothr-f^onfti- 
tutes wifdorft, happinefs> ^wd relJgion:(/). 



(/) It IS finccrely to be lasiented, that fo many worthy 
people, who have U ttixttc^fd fof YeHgron and piety, have 

^e &^ notion^' t&at godlineft is incoofift«iitiWhh hilarity 
and ft cheerful enjoyment of the things <>f this world. 
This prejudice, and the glooniincfe wliich it begets, is 
atreaiely detrimental to th€ prc^agation of the kingdoni 

,pf. Ood, the great fcope of whi^h ik to fweeten the tojiU 
of this life, and to teach us tQ. enfurie future happmefs ia 
^ tvbrid hei'eafter. One ttf die greateft fbtxkties of dror- 

4kin.ivMn j^iety and religion ^ings fftm .the MSt idd^ 
that one muft ceafe to be a hunum being, and renounce 
for ever the pleafures of this world," if one will be a Chrit 
tian. If the unbeliever and the fceptic (hould fee that the 
true Chriftian, by his religion, is rendered the moft cheer- 
ful companion, the bed; citizen, parent, and child, the 
fiuthfulleft friend, the beil matter and fervant> and un- 
daunted in misfortune, then his own intereft would prompt 
him to become a believer^L a true Chnftian*. T* 

I tell 
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I tell thee, brother^ not in ofder to pay 
thee a complinient, but in full eameft) thou 
oughtft not, oughtft never think thyfelf infe- 
rior to me — becaufe Tarn ftill inferior, nnich 
inferior, than thou canft imagine, to many 
who are inferior to thee. Therefore not a 
word more of that, if thou wilt inftruft, 
reprove, warn, and direft me. 

Thou art not miftaken ; I have faid little, 
too little, in my Views, of Eternity j about the 
angels, and the intermediate ftate of the 
foul which will take place between our 
death and refurreftion j becaufe I know 
little of it, but expefl: to receive better in- 
formation from thee and others. 



r# 
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To Dr. Zimmerman. 
Dear Doftor, 

I RECEIVED your dear letter the evening 
after our fynod, and, confequentlyj exaftly 
half a year after the feft yoU wfote me. — 
Well, well ! — nly anger on that fcore is over 
now. Witnefs thereof,- 1 am going to write 
to you — not a note— but a leftor— though 
the compofing oi^ it ftiould tak^.-up eight 
'^ys. I will end^^vour to return your kind* 
•iiefs — But, in order to be fatisfied with littte, 
you muft not forget that I am not phyfician 
to the King of Great Britain, bwt only — ^a 
poor, humble prieft. 

Firft of all, I muft tell you, that there is 
not a fyllable of truth in what has been re- 
ported about the riots at Zurich. "We live 
r together 
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together like children, and let things go in 
their ufual train. A new regulation of our 
military eftablifliment is the only thing pof- 
fible which can have given birth to that 
omniprefent lie — not to the leaft difturb- 
ance — ^but to a lie of a difturbance — ^There 
never has a report been more unfounded 
than that. 

Your Queftiofis of Pedantry^ I ihall read; 
pleafe God^ caufe to be read, and circulate — 
not without edification. On the evening of 
our fynod I read them to a circle of col- 
leagues^-and foon after another perform- ' 
ance, ten tinges more ftriking, was r^ad* 
You muft read and circulate it, and praife 
or cenfure it as it will be beft to make |t 
known. Its title is, Letter fr^m the Pafior at 
***** to the Pajlor at ****, tranflated from 
the French. 

Ast for your long filence — ^you may make 
yourfefi' eafyj although every one of your 

letters 



\ t^a»k 3fi9». fecf;xf»ly for aU j^ y<)i^ \ficif§ 
^piM> for pftfir F^J(E^ K;n»ei8et. , 43i>?« 9Hf 

tii«JM t« §|i T^bo hsye l??^^ ?l^t4^ ty 

Mrs. N . . . is a vefy p^pf,, pj^i ^yidp^ 

vrell converfeftt ift a t^t^m-.-'sM^f^R^ 
1 am Aifi^r ^»t li§ fesi fasjiWod y-qu. I 
muft have i^^f^ wUi i?ffl^ tfew * hun- 
dred iHw&nj 0f ^t fpf(7rr#n4 t^ if very 
{iibtfitf^ ^ m» 9$4 b§l^ ^^9P IP tie a 

Thie fiiitigiie ©n tfcs' third. vpJtasa^ «# si$ 

if (»i« ^f J^ JtMft thi^ ever hM jb«e^ fl|gdt> 

y^L.lL Y wH<* 
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which It contains. However, it is its? clea^ 
» tvk^r two are four, that the Revie^vi^ 
has miftaken,' as much as poflible, the fcfopA 
tof thefe letters. It is not Herder, but Nie- 
tneycr, who has reviewed the IdjUes of 
Gefner. I expe£l him fobn at Zurich^ ^and 
his acquaintance will undoubtedly prove in* 
finitely ufeful to me. 

The reft of what they have faid conceffh 
ing the T/(^j and Poms I (hall fiaurlyaiki 
honeftly anfwer in the additions : 

What is the view of the author? 

Is that view of importance ? 

Do<ss his work anfwer that view? 
• » TRiefe, my dear Zimmerman, are the orif 
queftions we ought to put to ourfelves when 
we are going to review a work, and which 
not one reader among a hundred, not-one 
Jounialift aniong a thoufand, puts to hiia^ 
felf^. -thence the eternal^ iuperficial ttenfiires. 

^very 



Bvefry ^reader comes to the book with }ili 
prejudiQeis^ ahd hi& tafte j never inquiresi For 
whom has tlhis 'book becto^ written, and with 
what view? He never pifts hitiifelf in the 
author's^place; his only queftibn is. Does it 
nfford me-amufement ? k it adapted to -my 
tafte ? — However, this cannot be altered, and 
WD cotitiritie fo to the end of ll^ world; 
we (hall Continue to write, and the public 
wilt continue to criticiie- and to read our 
works. 

As for the reft, you muft give me leaVe 
to make a free remark* * I think your opi- 
nion on the fame fubjeft is likewife not 
fettled enough. You waver too frequently 
between praife and cenfure, merely out of 
fiwUf/l^/br ycmrfriends^ 
' Mere. rMders- will find the fecond volume 
ef' my Mays on Phyfiognomy infufijfMrtuble-^ 
)K)wov<r,j^fiii;to^ geniiifes « ^ ^ ^ -. 
-^•^ Y a A plan 



Ct3l>. tlM9i»gb.(i« 'iiJbok iMtfli I0]«id4 miti 
iiQMM deny 'dU AUHvu^y pcffaamfxififihm^ 

Ijcsonot feiigdt p»7 iiidginmt fif thtR;.** 
N«^ my tte»r friend, 1 40 Pot f«(g«(t i9 ««% 
what I feel more firongly every day, fm| 
w^wt nukes me gri^ftq heavii^ &itfyw»vmA. 
However, itf I ftep «r^te 4ke eoiMl&7 «f 

t0 ibe>iii[^, a8d« «nAea4 </ trq^^mMtflhg'mf* 

them J or, if it (hquld «X(* fcw4 Ai^ «fe(ntii« 
%» JWMT iiioe «ar, f^ in i«w4f 44^ .|iiw(gV *P .o^ 
nuMr^ xmsk, it^94Mf 4>^lf.ifc«fe|{(H'8JF<?4 
Mther any- thing 4»j»l*iw<». ;^ - 

J. Dear 



DetK 'fouli v. , ^ If ycM were w fore thM f 

;p0ti^ would he 4i'it, if you wete to bear md 
«//«^ what I fliould wifh to write to yoti^ I 
wbtild wiite, that you 4tcdv^ y^dor felf ibx- 
trefbel^T) tf )^fi betiere Akt I ever bsfie beea 
nbderths hacnd^of ^s^iife^ Afcetia^ txvdL^Em* 
tkufiaftiy how much foe?er I may htve been 
in dangler HoltecoiM on^ of tlHsm-^aftfaoiigli 
I was^iHTv^sr indined that way lofiger tban 
Mrtce twcflty-feur hours. At fof the reft, 
yMf ^lemn declaratioo/ /ibf t vxM.mt 
hP0$ hem i)f the kafi ditfiment h mjr eietnai 
fiti^dtioiti 'if I Refer had beseti ooimeded whb 
^Wpiifr of that ibrt, ig perfeft^jikft^ apwrf 
md afiqfi0riwi*^\itcWi£^ Jniffi^r iovf keen.. ; 

£)b xiot cai«5 I entreat yoti; what peopib 
iS^iiik of m^.; To^^^i^ I wiUibew iiiyfi»l£ at 
I f^)y am->-^Afr for the ifeft, / fi« ftoait^ 

It k trtt^, why ibouldl condeal k, thaf I 
Y 3 waj5 
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was in great danger to become a'fpiritual 
Don Quixotte — ^however* you -cannot be 
furer of your exiftence, than that' I never 
fliall be one. . - ; , 

You would be a;ftoniflied if yQju.wfefe to 
know how I have improved in tolerating— ^ 
not errors and vices, but the erring and vi* 
cious. Truly you would not know me. 
You will fee by my Sermons oft Jonas, par- 
ticularly the fccond vdlunib, but you will 
fee ftill clearer one time, will obferve with 
aftoniflbment by my works on different JubjeaSy 
that I would be a villain if I had declined % 
hair*s breadth from ^tfuhjiance of my dieo* 
logical and * riioral ideas — ^however, , if you 
liften to the groutidlefs prejudices of the 
work), rather than pay attention to ny argu* 
mentS'^ihtn I fhall certainly gain inothing 
by it. If 1 had but the fmalleft fatirical 
vehi, I would ridicule the frivolous cavila of 

fo 



(o many bright geniufes, as you. and your, 
fellows ridicule the fufipofed fanaticifm of 
many people. Man, dear Zimmerman, is 
as little all foul as he, is all bq^ — Man is* as 
little all light and all fire as the fun. In our 
modern times, it is deemed a kind oi gal-' 
lantry^ and feems to be fajlwmahle language^ 
which, however, will not be of long dura- 
tion, to pretend Jierceiving certain things by 
means of the inteUeSlual powers. Vide the 
Franckfort Adveftifer, of 1772, and the Letter 
^cm the Paftpr of *** to the Paftor at ***. 
^ Vl^propos I Have you read Herder on Lan^ 
gifage? If not,;go and fell ^1 your books, 
and. buy: tiiis valuable work. . At the fame 
time Jet me tell you, that a work like this 

h;^^ never before been feen in Germany; 

' ' ^ ' ■ ' • ' ■ 

^jliyf^t Herder MS thought by fome people, 

Tpy a. certain public, to be a (hallow head* 

Whatj^, friend, jQball one think of a public 

Y 4 ' that 



There ikifroy^itbia'^Cetm^ if mm*' 
ff I tb\M crxti mf bhe ^feribto (ydii 

#«taa fey) mh * giit pm of ^itkd, fti«rt 

I ftoiad iK>t dire tb te calHid ft ebaVtetaii 
Ik^ «ife t>feh61d«-, ff I «ift\>iit y^ifl^fe hk» 1 

itlAh tk&b ot our age b^d^eatts !nk^y (gh> 
turai attil theologies cxpriffidnSi fol-'tvftfcti 
frtSAdif {Jlfllbfcjihy iKwtafte^ fiibeffihite 
bfeWfel^' <Mk. Bat -of th^iaiattolher Ktttfe» 
attd tn a imlhner iwof e tletilr ahd ^ikiftg.- ' 

KdW a "WtJrd tedte m Me 'matihef' bf tm^ 
^Hrjing Hai/h And gAifir^ ifu affe^iM if i6eiL 
Dbat ftiehd, I khi6# ftet I M^rfe iriflhiieiy 
life kndWifedge of taih tkih yoU ; iiid jftt-J 
"♦J^ilUay Jiny thing that youi hyjimt nxitftoit 

gam 



gkiA Mi in^ itt fWb df thf«e y«itrs tb«ft t 
6i3. AH the afts^ ktk^vkdg^ df SOA 

difihf6f ifted fbtjdftefi, 'iilfey {)afhlaps bB eto* 
p*oyed with fuecefs thj^^j fbitfj «iglll» e* 
tth titers ^ bdifreveri 4he b^«j!k«SK)d il m^i 
^htt ii^^§ if«<^ day tfa »e^ oif theM, whd 

^ndb And -fbeS) ^oii^t lo ap^tly^ ftpfXfbrtf 
to ibd td b^ thfe Itloli Aiceidfifbl^ if tioUfifl* 
ing. \ik th6 ihoft fioo«re/h*«»«^ titJMtfbi 
tSie eretitt'of a trt&n fittkb iti SH}ii'te'tt fiilgte 
feift <if ^tffitid ittifcaHfei, •<!* k jMSttfelVed-** 
afni thett iW datiifcge i» ifreMftVibfe.-^yjH 
ii^t, cdhftaftti ottiftwfti, firtn, bcftighi WitfiJ 
bte, and a6We^d«*Ws/>; ti^bft whofe pi^ft 
or cenfure one can rely as fcttirftdcitltljl' (6 6fl 

thfe i^bi^ of God, alM^ays-Wttfirtiands »¥^, 
althdugh it fhoirid not haTe thii dfefittd e^ 
fea. The raoft admirable fineflfe tit flattety, 

though 
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though ever fo well , meant, is always in 
danger to be obferved, and,, if once de- 
tefted, renders fufpicious the moft cordial 
honefty. All men are fenfible of the lan- 
guage of an honefty which is confcious of 
its not meaning to offend. And fucfa, an ho* 
nefty is a thoufand times eafier forgiven a 
faulty than Bitifkciol prudence will be forgiven 
a real pfFepce. I fhall certainly gain the 
heart 9f- a fanatiG (if it be poflible to gain 
fu<?h a man— =-thc moft difficult problem)-r- 
much fooner by undifguifed franknefs, evea 
if it fhould offend a little, if he is only fen-! 
iible that I do not difguifi my real fentiments, 
than by all the methods oi mtrt forbearing 
prudence. Forbearance, however, will al- 
ways be neceflary. ^ 

I (hall take care not to tell him dire£Uy, 

Xio* ar$ a fanatic : however, I fliall ftate in* 

fiances to him, of which he niuft coiifefc 

, . . two 



ftE & 9-09% e* til. %t^ 

^b\H lefs inc(fa tK Vffb bf fhf«e y«iirs tbM t 
6ii. AH the afts ^ ktk)Wle4gid <Sf mm 

difiiif^fiftfed gobdfteft, 'irifiy {)0*h»ips bB efil* 
ployed xtith fiiectils tftpe^i fbUfj feJglll, «i* 
tM fiih^s^ hdiirever, iH« btilt «J!k«SK)d il IttsM) 
lirhtt RiAib utetf day th Heed of theM, Whtf 
iohii&iMiy id -aipji^ to.thc^ fafbferi^oii 6f 

to Ui6 to be thfe IHoIt {\ic^fU)> if'ioUfiftA 
ing. iitthe ihoft Ractre/hit^Ji dtJMifbi 
fbt «retiif of a nUM fittiib « SM)ii*to'« fiilgte 
ftift 6f atf ffi<« ittifcirtfcJ, •<* ii )p«!ttfelVed-** 
af»i fhett t^ dattiiige iS ifreM^Y&bfe.'^U]^ 
light, cdhitaiVti uMiferift, firm, behi^ M»il»o 
bte, and oeWe^4«*tt/>i wpbh tvhofe ptiiiftf 
or cenfure one can rely as tt)^de!titiy j6 t>fl 
the l^oi^ <jf God, aWaysi*<!nftift»nds W^5, 
afthbiigh it fhoirid not hare the dfefijftd e^ 
ifea. The raoft admirable fineflfe at flattety, 

though 
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though ever fo well , meant, is always in 
danger to be obferved, and,, if once de- 
te£ted, renders fufpicious the moil cordial 
honefly. All men are fenfible of the lan« 
gyage of an honefty which is confcious of 
its not meaning to offend. And fucfa, an ho* 
nefty is athoufand times eafier forgiven a 
faulty than zx\\&cvs\ prudence will be forgiven 
a real pfFepce. I fhall certainly gain the 
heart 9f; a fsmatiG (if it be poffible to gain 
fuch a man— ^thc mod difficult problem)— 
much fooner by undifguifed franknefs, evea 
if it Ihould offend a little, if he is only fen- 
fible that I do not (^fguife my real fentiments, 
than by all the methods oi mtxt forbearing 
prudence. Forbearance, however, will al- 
ways be neceffary. . 

I (hall take care not to t^U him dire£Uy, 

Th<m ar$ a fanatic : however, I (hall fta,te in* 

fiances to him, of which he npiuil coiifefs 

, .. two 



two "^ things; firft, that they ztt fanaticdti 
and then, that they are iimiiar to fuch at 
occur in his own life. r 

If one ads thus upright, but as cordially^ 
as pofiible, fuch a man muft be gained, if 
ever it be poffible. 

The general principles which I endeavour 
to follow, in gaining the hearts of men, are,- 
on my fide, — to fttew to him, whom I wifh 
to gain, and to make him fenfible, that I da 
not mean to gain any thing by it— that I am 
entirely void of all intereft which is not in« 
tereft of pure charity; and then to lay 
down, as a bafe, an opinion of my anta« 
gonift, of the jullnefs of ivhich he is fully 
convinced, and demonftrate as clearly as 
poffible^ by defcending gradually from a 
general to a particular parallel cafe, that 
the cafe which I want to elucidate is per- 
fedly iimiiar to that which my antagonift. 

takes 
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tadufd for graitecL' TbU was theoonfttnt; 
maltetabld MMbod of Jefns^ Ckrift. This 
may truly be called unitmg wifdotn of ia^ 
petits with hairmleflheft of dbvei^ and tkiis^ 
1 think) we mufi meet at laft. Tlis mefliod ^i 
fpeak from experience) is certainty not ifent^ 
lefi^. But on that point I wiB fpeak lioore 
at large in ibitie other place. 

Wliat Spalding ^id Baled6w would be 
with regard to relig^, if mitdd together^ 
Baldii^ger Is with" regard to iphyfic, as much 
as I can con(>lttde fr-om what! have read of 
Km. 

* Let me iftid a-few itrifl^ move* I hav* 
joA been rfeading WJetend% C^ldeii^Mirrory 
with grott pleafUre. You Itnow^ without 
dbilbr hav^ heard; that he hai wrote a fatire 
lipon ^e, of which I know only a fingle line 
by heart, becaufe I have only heard it rea^r 
and could not get here the- jl/maHac. of tit 

Mufes^ 



ii£te-<»«8i%>»|. Ill 

r9Uf /*«*rf4H> :^r ««p Mn mvof9oiM.§§ 

'.•■ t" ' '//I: ot ; ;• ; '..(r Hi; •;■: vi : '■ .' ■' • •., 
■ ■• :.! 't/i' ?3ob ;■>.. :J i:'a ■:;■'■ i --li' ■..■.;-> 

all mortals has ever p)rQiM^uite&4.^.«k^ 
divine ? To give, and to teach, to gladden, 
to comfort, to relieve, and to warn$ is this 
the whole compafs of Love? Or is it the 
province of Love to forgive and relieve our 
foes; to fupplicate blefTrngs^ with tears, foe 

thoft 
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thofe that wiSi &fi\ to us ? Or is it (he duty 
of Love to wdfte ouf fortuiie forfiieiidsi to 
die in their fervice, unknowing to them? 
To gntfp the imiitfry of tiatibiis^ M^^itry the 
burden of agcfs, to foar up to- beshren; to 
plunge into bottomlefs chafins; for groomng 
mankind's relief; to be entranced with the 
happy» to groan liuth th? haplefs in darknefs 
of night; to be all for all; to live but in 
others^ as the heart's blood does live in every 
limb ; is this the ftandard of^Love ? Speak 1 
uiWer me^ Love! Thou fmileft^ art filent! 
Thy finile, what tells it me, heaven-bora 
Love ? — / am Hill' in all ; unffteakaUe lUce him \ 
^fathomabk like Urn I 



June 



-/ : -— ':r'i .. ■ !• \ Mi) 

Ever fince February I have not added: a 
line to my Journal^ fome letters excepted; 
BXid yet I have had many remarkaUe 
things to infert. I will b^iii onct xnore 

to continue it I wanted at firft. to 

write down the incidents of yefterday, J>ut 
that would have made me negleft the oc« 
currepces of the prefent. — I awoke, almoft 
difpirited by the fight of the number of 
letters which I faw heaped up before me i 
melancholic on account of £***• I r©fe; 
cheered by looking up to God^ blefled.my 
wife, and fat myfelf down to write to G***, 
H***, and E***, being almoft angry when 
I was interrupted. However, my work went 
on pretty well. At cofiee, I related to mjT 
wife, and my fon, that a boy of eight yean, 

the 
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the fon of a female friend of ours at ShafT* 
haufen^ was drowned, along with another 
boy ... a warning to my fon 1 I then wrote 
•letter to Jhemirtl*r frf^4r§¥rtt5(J fepy.?- 
Th« tetta wftn fe tet^ th^ I Wftf ipyfetf fea^ 
fible of it^ . . vhdiirever^ I wiHd tot Mp Hi^ 
bmg iOQ nmeb ioqtiiipitd. { wtotn ^^ tQ 
Mr.W^lfaBfflrBAfedowt Mr/WoJk?^ wro» 
to mi^ir^^ Brtfedpw WPuW havf . m6^^^ 
*' without d^ldy, ypur qw^ftiwi eojip^njiog 
^ his opinion of 4he ptefept iS^te of Chriiti* 
^ anxlm ia Geirnifiiiy^ ^ his firin cdbiiit^OQ 
? to continue his j^bioentary woi^ withoul 
5^. interruption had allowed him that pleat 
^ fure. However, hp deplores, with yoii, 
*.^ the corruptioiJL, and the impending ruin, 
^ jof the heft of religions. Yet the ^rm of 
•^ God is nqt Ihortened, that he .could not 
^prevent the farther inereafe of ^nhe^ie£ 
^} W( myft hope more than feaf, though w« 

« can 
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*' can neither fbrefee nor divine the wiflied- 
** for fuccefs of his interpofition." I an* 
fwered him: " The beft of religions will 
** never be entirely overthrown; I am fure 
*' of it. It will, however, come very near 
** a feeming overthrow. Deifm and Atheifm 
*' are almpft univerfal, and every defender 
" of Chriftianity will be ridiculed. Many 
** divines are paving the road towards it, . . . 
•* and other celebrated men imitate them, 
*^ though with more precaution. I- have too 
** many fafts before me, which prove that 
" Deifm is gaining ground very fall ; and 
** then Atheifm will be the unavoidable con- 
*' fequence, fooner than one thinks. Who- 
^ ever reafons rationally, will adopt Atheifin; " 
** if he cannot believe in Chrift. I rather 
** can conceive how one can be an Atheift, 
" than how it is poffible to be a Deift ; be- 
*' caufe all the difficulties which occur in 
VoL.IL Z Chrifti. 
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f* ChriftiaaifDa attend Deifp:]^ eqifaUy. If 
V Cod h<as not fpofcenf and a^ed through 
^ Chcift,; tin^fi 'tljieTe never has hf^en a God 
5* \^ho- has a£l^4 and fpoken. ^ If Chrift is 
." th,e work of chance, then, man and the 
"•whple world is the work of chaauce alfo. 
?^ Ijf Chrift did not want the affiftance of a 
" Ood ta the performaince of his wonderful 
[^ deeds, nature alfo. can perform- her works 
" without the interference of a God.-^I re- 
" peat it ; Atheifoi will beconae conimon(^), 

" and 



(^) Chrlliian reader,, let not this propLeGv make the© 
uneafy. It is, a mere human conje6ture, which fometimes 
imift indeed appear very probable to a mind dedicated to 
the Cbriftian do6irijie ; yet, ae it is hoped, never will be 
realifed. God will certainly know how to feparate truth 
from error, and to bring it to light. Chriftianity will be 
pucified of all human additions, and thereby become more' 
r^fpeAed, and m9re efRcacioua. To this, the- feec bufc 
well-meant examinations of many divines, as well as the 
malicious attacks and ridicules of the enemies of region, 

contribute 



*' and tlien' God wil! agafli-^<jS viflbfTi" ^^ 
« ftiew himfelf ay the a^'hw'-'of Kfe-Wbife^ 
" s.ndf?iy,Hereami! ThcnWi]/^i^M:/e of 
*'/MtA fcripfeft f&cfhtsj^^ll %eeoHiie*ag&iA 
*» the/o/^ article of y^m-mk tWdmWs-i^GoS 
" rewards' fkrough Ghrifl t^fe^ wh&feeVhm /"-' - 
Mr. B. osknie to fpeiak td- hife dbbtit' a^ itfe^* 
edition of ttty' S'bi^fs'Hytma: It ftrtlck me' tte 
tiie heart.- I neither cain ndf i^ifl^; i-e^il^ 
them a-new ; and' yet- they have fo toA'ciif 

contribute their fhare. 'tint tike catV ii6t' t'oTcdirf&ufid 
Deifm with Atheifm.' They 4iGFer jErom'^airK other raoft 
ftrikingly in words and notions. It can> indeedf not be 
denied, that among the Deifts, as they are called, all of 
whom are recktj&d to be adverfaries to the Oh^iftian-re^ 
ligion, many AtheiUs are found. But there are alfo honeft 
l)eifts, who fmcercly belicTe in God, his providence, and 
t-ftittrre reward, and- certainly neVer will- degenerate intd 
Atheifls. Therfefbrfe be careful not to pronounce AtheUH 
all thofe who cannot fubfcribe to all the dofirines of 
Chriftianity. Thou wouldft ofifend many of them by lb* 
doing, and injure them befoi^ God and men*- Editor. 

Z 2 . defeas 
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though ever fo well , meant, is always in 
danger to be obferved, and,, if once de- 
tefled, renders fufpicious the moft cordial 
honefty. AH men are fenfible of the lan- 
guage of ^n honefty which is confcious of 
its not meaning to offend. And fuch, an ho- 
nefty is a thoufand times eafier forgiven a 
faulty than ?iX\M^cxs\ prudence will be forgiven 
a real offence. I fliall certainly gain the 
Ireart Qf;a fanatic (if it be poflible to gain 
fuch a man— ^the nioft difficult problem)— 
much fooner by undifguifed franknefs, even 
if it fhould offend a little, if he is only fen- 
£ble that I do not difguife my real featiments, 
than by all the methods oi mere forbearing 
prud^ce. Forbearance, however, will al- 
ways bjenecelTary. ^ 

I (hall take care not to tell him dire£Uy, 

Tkw an a fanatic : however, I (hall fta^te in* 

fiances tp him, of which he muft coiifefs 

■ . two 



two "^ things; firft, that they zre fanatt€dlr$ 
and then^ that they are fimilar to fuch ai^ 
€>ccur in his own life. r 

If one a£ls duis upright^ but as cordially^ 
as pofiible^ fuch a man muit be gained^ if 
ever it be poflible. 

The general principles which I endeavour, 
to follow, in gaining the hearts of inen, are^- 
on my fide, — to flxew to him, whom I wifh 
to gain, and to make him fenfible, that I do 
not mean to gain any thing by it— that I am 
entirely void of all intereft which is not in* 
tereft of pure charity; and then to lay 
down, as a bafe, an opinion of my atrta* 
gonift, of the juftnefs of »tvhich he is fuUf 
convinced, and demoiiftrate as ckarly ag 
pof&ble, by defcending , gradi^lly from a 
general to a particula[r parallel cafe, that 
the cafe which I want to elucidate is per- 
fedly fimilar to that which my antagoniil. 

takes 
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Irifling, as if Raphael had wrote underneath 
his grand piSure. pf the -t^nsfiguration o^ 
Chrift upon mount Tabor, receipts how to 
grind colours which would rather be infe^ 
rior tl^an fuperior to the Gomjcnon piethod.-rt^ 
The guefts arrived. IVJy not being ufed to 
fpeaj^ French ihack,led me yery much. The 
more J obferyed the young gentleman (^ 
C^enjsya^ the more amiable hp appeared t0 
!»€• \ye fppke of Bonnet^ his Efl[ay de Pfyr 
dbolpgie, his ftile, of fatalifm, of travelling j 
pfjthp folly of fuffering young ^e^ ctfeighteeBi 
0r tyj/^nty years to travel without tutors ^ of 
jti>e gift pf phfervatiofl which Mr. Schioz 
ppffefles, of his excellent chara£ter,. his mo- 
jd^fty, ^nd artlefs civility ; of the learned ajt 
<Jenev^, particularly of Mr. Mallet -, of th^ 
.want of tafte, with regard to the fine arts 
jand fci^nces, which prevails there ^ of the 
jiQe£Uon of ntiijifters of the gofpel y of the 

increafing 



increafiag Deifm and Atheifm ; of tbe iiii 
tolerance of the Deifts agsunft die Atheifts.--^ 
i related what I have wrote to-day to Bafe^ 
tiow, in a letter to Wolkc. We alfo fpobs 
of Voltaire, and of L . . , and D , . . ^ bf th^ 
endeavours of the latter two gentlemen t» 
convert Voltaire to Atheifm, and of the 
fruitlefs pains they took for a whole tii^ 
to attain their aim,— It was related dial at 
Paris an Atheift met a beggar, whom He fettt 
away without giving him any thing > but, 
conceiving by the difcontent and blafph©^ 
mou8 anfwer of the beggar, that he likewift 
was an Atheift, he gave him fomething, 
inquired into his circumftances, ar^d main- 
tained him for three months.— The more 
extraordinary the fyftem of man is, the mistt 
jie rejoices to find one who thinks like hiwi- 
felf . 

It was near three o'clo<ik when we parted> 
Z 4 and 
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and I felt myfelf pretty much heated. — I 
went to Pfenninger ; he was not at home i 
and finding a fermon of Mr. *** on the 

table, I read it. Pf. came. — I ol> 

ierved, I fhould like to know the reafon 
why fo many enlightened men are afhamed 
of being conneftcd with me, from fear of 
being fufpefted of being fanatics, although 
I dare to fay that fanaticifm has no enemy 
more implacable than myfelf. ----- 
At fix o'clock I took a walk to the water 
with Pf. and his wife. The lake was as 
fmooth as a mirror ; the town was covered 
with a foft darknefs ; the fteeples and coun- 
try-houfes along the lake were ftill encircled 
with light ; and the failing veffels feemed to 
emerge from a dark ground. The chain of 
Ihow-mountains was embroidered with filver 
and their edges diftinflly delineated. The 
ftone bench upon which we were feated 

was 
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was furrounded with a luxuriant turf; be- 
fore us was a nodding corn-field. On our 
way to this delightful fpot, we had been 
fpeaking with pleafure of the unknown God; 
but now our fenfes were more open to per- 
ceive him, and our hearts warmer to feel 
his prefence. We were all difpleafed with 
having, in our youthful days, read books 
that had fhut our eyes againft nature, which 
may properly be called the book of books, 
the text of the Bible. I cannot record all 
we were fpeaking of 5 however, we were 
truly happy. Pf^** went home with me. 
I was told my brother, the doftor, was ill. 
I went up ftairs to him 5 he was better, but 
had been attacked violently. He told ^me, 
that the Polifh clergyman, who had been 
coUefting for a congregation, had proved to 
be an impoftor. It rather ftruck than vexed 
me. We fpoke of it at fupper, when Frankel 

was 
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was prefent. He related much of the Jewifli 
cuftoms. I had juft received a parcel from 
Frankfort, which contained a. new explana* 
tion of the Epiftle to the Romans. The ar* 
dent defire to read it made me forget guefts 
and fupper. I know my father does not 
like me to read while at t^ble — ^however, I 
could not help reading a few pages by 
ftealth, while the company were difcourf- 
ing — He rebuked me gently; I ftifled my 
arifing anger, fliut the book, and fancied to 
have made him a great facrifice. We read 
the twenty-firft chapter of Job, and a peni- 
tential hymn of Muenter, who appears to 
me not to be the worft compofer of hymns, 
but alfo not the beft. It might coft him 
but little trouble to be plainer; without de- 
triment to energy. Before I went to bed, I 
read the tranflation of the.Epillle to the 
Romans I had received, which indeed not 

entirely 
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entirely fatis6ed me, yet much better than 
a3l thofe I had ever feen. The author has 
ftudied St. Paul very much, and has language 
and clearnefs at his command. 



Thursday, June 3, 1773. 



I AWOKE at half an hour after five o'clock, 
and was extreme^y lazy. My wife roufed 
me : " It is feven years to-day," fhe faid, 
" that we were married ; I (hould be re*- 
" joiced, were I to celebrate this day by mjr 
** being brought to-bed.'*^ — *^ Yes," repliecj 
I, " we will give a little feaft to our chil- 
• ^ dreti to-day, and thus diftinguifli it." - - 



Young 
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Young Lips, of Cloten, came to fiiew me 
his drawings. It would be a great pity, if 
he fhould not be fupported as much as pot 
fible, to be enabled to improve more and 
more. I made him fit down, and draw, the 
whole morning (yi). 

GofEp AJfer came. I wrote to the mmi- 
fter of his village, and fcnt him a Louis-d'or, 
which he had coUefted. I added a few lines 
to his letter of recommendation, and proved 
to him how impoffible it was to me to do 
any thing farther on my fide. 

A poor chalk-feller came : he wanted to 
be recommended ; which I refufed, becaufe 
I did not know him. He appeared much 
diftreffed at it; on which I promifed to 



{h) Mr. Lips is, at prefcnt, one of the beft engraven 
living ; and it is much to Mr. Lavater's honour that he 
has encouraged this great genius. T. 



fpeak 
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fpeak in his behalf to the gentleman who 
he pretended had given him hopes he would 
do fomething for him. 

: A citizen's wife, whofe child had died 
fuddenly. ((he found it dead in the cradle), 
and who reproached herfelf for it, related 
the accident to me, and feemed to leave me 
^comforted. — ^I continued my Journal. Some 
fliort vifits. Againft noon a letter fix)m Mr. 
Str . . . He;- reproved me in a friendly man* 
ner. Feus vous fervez fouveni de ces exprej^ 
Jions (ejj/irits foibles fans lumierey fans gout ^ fans 
liberti) pour marquer ceux, i qui vous ne trouvis 
fas cette facilite d'admettre comm^ inconteftable 
tout ce^ qui vous jiafoit ft clair[i). I cannot 



(1) You make frequently ufe of thefc ezprefiions— 
(weak minds, without Kght, without tafte, and without 
liberty) — in order to denote thofe in whom you do not 
find the fame facility to admit at incontrovertible all what 
appear! fo clear to you. 

deny 
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deny the truth of this reproach ;' nay, I- mull 
confefs, that I find it more and^ more difficuft 
to avoid it, the more I fee ftubbornnefs> 
averfionfrominftruftion, and timidity, united 
in other people, in order to rejeiSlS fruth. I 
©ught certaiinly to be more indulgent, and 
to ufe more precaution in what I- am fpeak* 
ing. 

• He alfo mentioned that the Prefece to my 
Sermemon different Sicije&s did notleflen-the 
fufpicion entertained againil my orthbdoxy. 
I can fubmit very well to being denied^ all 
theological orthodoxy, if they but leave me 
to the iiblical orthodoxy. God will never 
call me to an account fornot'having^thought- 
like Calvin and Jt^anafius — becaufe I can fee 
no reafons why I (hould afcribe to thefe men 
a divine authority; l fliould, however, be 
made anfwerable for my not thinking of 
Chrift and his death as Paul and John did'* 

becaufe 



bf^aafe I ]^eHeige tQ Jbave fufficfcnt reafon to 
afcribie to- t^efe'^men a;sdivinie= authority . - * 
-. , - .- -^ 'y-r.-.'-rr -- ■-■*--.-' -.-,-- 
; - Aftei* dio?)^ lyv^s requ^Ated to fee two 
fick people.. : I promifed to^.come. The fer-* 
vapt who y^as^ jfent by one of thiem fpoke 
frery fenfibly ^f ithfe^^diflferent ways itEfc repent-* 
jinee, of fhfe ptesiChing rage^of^aUiihofe who 
qall .themfeJvQS fko/nnJf^opkylS^t* .&3C^— Some 
^^tentipns which very near tetwpted' me to 
grow impatient, becaufe I wanted to have 
ai little pleafiire inlhe company of n^ wife 
and childrein. At lejngth I was at liberty tqf 
do it. We: w^nt to th^ apartment wheret 
my wife and . myfelf had kpejtjl^d down — r 
^d flept the firfl: tiiiie, and/reqalled to pur, 
naemory all the p^ticulars of. our weddingr 
day* running over the feven years which^ 
notwithftanding all our. paft. trials, we had- 
Jpent Co happily. We related to our boy 

how 
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how we had been united^ and he liftened 
with great concern^ which filled our hearts 

with pleafure. — We:fetched all the 

flowers we could get, ftrewing foriie of 
them on the lap of Nanette, whom I pulhed 
forwaroUin' her little carriage^ while Hemy, 
.whofcrhair I adorned with the reft, was 
drawing Uie vehicle. Their mother, who is 
big with child, beheld it with pleafure. I 
ordered Henry to be dreffed in his Sunday's 
-garments, and read to him a little fong, 
which, notwithftanding I had compofed it 
in ^grei^t hurry, drew a pearly tear of joy 
frorti the eyes of the mother and his. — ^I left 
this happy circle with reUiSance. — ^Pf. came, 
and (hared in our pleafure. — I paid fome 
vifits, took a walk with fVieland'% Mercury^ 
and fpent the evening at Zettweg with Hefa, 
among relations. We fpoke of the^«wtf— 
of travelling— of literary vifits— of the ju- 
venile 



Vcriile years of Jefof, whieh HpU is goiag 
to add to hU Life 0/ Chrffi-^-of the almo^ 
inconceiv&bte pudi^your^ of alpaoft all th« 
enlightened meni i^ %ifate the do^ina 
<)f the gofpel from Glbrift---9f the umwtiml^ 
nefs of th# general g^^l to jeflep tbf attad)^ 
m€nt to Chrift^ md to e^vLtpl his pr^cept^ 
particularly {*). Of uneniigbtW^ci 4iyin^i 



(i) Whdever has a due regaid for'^e do6bine iani 

pmrcpts ^f QvJ*, iiii4 if MWf.pf tHdr Mrinci wiQ4Br 

certainly haVie this highdl regard for hip perfoi^ atthourii. 
he (hould not htTe his name conftantly bn Ms ]xp$, fm 
peduipt ^tcrtab nDtiolos itf Chdft difeeot jfrom thofa 
of the ^Mf^t HqiDt jp9p one tionpiir a Racier jaad 
iR^ifr more, than by execating his preceptS| find obeying 
hfs coirnnandi ? Hi^ can one thank a nobk tnd generont 
iifi^jiffpr «nd JWqfoar better^ thai^ by ^ajpag th^ l^lefc^ 
ings he has beftow.eil ii|xDi Yts» a|kL by endeaW^nripg t0 
make the beft ufe of thdn? It 1^ the Wi ^ Cir^ to 
jptoni o t e aiBonjpr tn^ tnttfi^ piobityi ami bappiiiefiis 
^hqcnr iii)it»t$8 hun i^ tb^t with n fidisere l^ea^ canief 
i:tn the work of Ctrifi, and promotes his tiewSf although 
ke fltetdd, as we thinks aft Ohs yftoug mf% mA iai^ 

Voii.ili A a l¥hy 
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Xsrhj Foriier touches the heart, notwith-^ 
landing all his ieeming frigidity and dry- 
Htk; becaufe one perceives that he is yar^ 
6f his fiibje^t, and contemplates it. He pof- 
feffes %ht/ ihuch light — and much light, 
although* 'ili^e^ed to one point from a few 
flat^tklt)]$glit mirrors, produces warmth. — 
Of thetiew'tranflation of the Epiftle to the 

J. I fbeyed the biblical prints, which were 
flAifliedy to my friend and my wife, and re- 
lated to them the almoft inconceivable efcipe 
of t3Pvo thieves: who had been- ftrongly fet- 
tered. // 'is intredible what kan i:an do^ if he 
i^t ze;///---if .^J.his inteUefltjaal p^ ftrain- 

ed by tiecfeffity, by preffing neceflity, are 
c^refted4oQhepoint.----I would fay to every, 
prifoner,: Thoujhalt befrte^ if thou canft.effe&\ 
t%y liberty t ,yJS!^TY effort b'f hyiiian'natiire' 
c^ght JQifhojiie^^efpejS): tobefacred to man.; 
One of thefe thieves fhowed • a • generoiJty 

\ *V .. -which 



Which we would admire inHtty othet nia*; 
kndy if our falfe modefty* Would peftnit, praife 
to bur brethren from the |)iilpit> ki imitation 
of Chrift and the apoftlesy as. modem arid 
(Iriking examples of magnanimity. MaWhg 
brol^en his fetter^ with -incbncei^abte' paifi^; 
burft open the door with incredible ftrength, 
he did not yet thiiik 6f his own efcape— 
but firft went to affift his fellow-prifoner^ 
who was in another part of the prifon, and 
fo far diftant from him^ that he could not 
preconcert matters with him. His aflbciate 
P;bs more ftrongly fettered thta Wmfdf ; hW 
found him in the dark> unfa^ened the boit^ 
and padlock$5 broke his four chains, and^ led 
him out of prifon; . But ftill tlfey bad not 
regained their liberty/- The one draggedi 
with a wieary itrm, (the other impeded- by 
part of the chains,) a miU-fttoe to a'benCl^i 
lifting^ it ujyoji'itvin ord« to retch^g^fhuttefi 
" ■■> A a 2^ which 



^mrJwU^JWybwft.Ppeti- Tfcqs they eflfeae<l! 
Idbeic efi^pe; I &w fkt pfifoa' as 1 paifed 

inmiftd fvery thing muuitelx. Iwatfeized 



<^>i^< ^. ii^ ^^^ T - 



Fri^at, Juae 4, 1273, 



A YBRY imppiN^Bt daj^ of wiiich I ca^ 
leicard but m^ little^ If I were to relate 
all dbiie gf^ I have dose to-d^y^ one would 
lii^mlL J316 ^. ifemt ; and yet my confcience 
t^Us i»e> ^at I have. ailed rather in a me- 
^haqocai ii9tdn«M» thaapronif)^ fay fenfibi*- 
Jity ; itnd if i were ko relate Idl *be weak- 
Mfe$ wd^ £1^9 i ^ve b^m^pa&yoi tfaii 
— - ,4ay^ 



4ay,:onc/W5tdd'tlwi]fc iiie to be>*nhyp6cfite 
4sd a wpr6k9Ae^ iand jct mjr ocmfHisnccr teilfe 
me thai i,dm las ttbCle ^,%^ciite>as Ifaar 
»!^i±i;:i,m^m:^ hj^pocaatd ik tlie teomHi 
ibcm iitofeaag ;flNJ^ irard; - JMbnarthde&i JE 
iinhk tbjff'f&yrTtc^'beicriff:^ ^e godd anft 
lAiffed days df ikjr life/ :TQrr^fanre jfroar 
mlonimg till fiig^ xxMiftaBt bp^rtantied: ci 
Isemg life&d dnd giving ]]3eaiims^; of bttkqp 
ununified and recaYing.'fleafiire, and to 
Alike a |drapet tdb of thefe topporttnutidr^^ 
that I cannot :icaH a bad dsy^^HQWonti ^ 
fliouia haTO iprab if bdtter; if 1 h^.nbH 

. In tbe nomiiig, a coi^le iv^ho-wanted ib 
come ovet ito :die re&nned Asatk, iviuwi £ 
liowe ver was ohfiged to fend^ asrs^ itritiiont 
.a/6ccplfng iTjcir oSifr.-nii i^j^fit ^m Mr; 
'^Imt, a giant ^ffeven fort and «h^ taft 
jKxrter to Ihe Bake of WhtemiMi^. He 
A a 3 and 
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ttd Ms fittiecwifer.ftaid withl us/till af^e'r 
diimen:vHr appeared -to be an hxmelt and 
iDodeft.:mah; :i?rlib> though it has: become 
habituaLwidi him to fpesricnpiouflor, knd after 
fte fcripturei flfews neverthelefi nolrtSe leaft 
afie£lli>tion ^^.^catends to be* )nQd!nxi^> latidiit 
not like manjr of the godly of Wiiiembei^' 
"Mho attack the hearts of Others lih orderta 
queftion them apoftolicalljr about the fialie 
of iheir mind, and intni^ themfehres as 
confeflbrs« He^is indeed not fo^enlightened 
as I could wifli, not fo ^ir^ bjr Chrifl: as 
1 think ^ friend oi Chrift Ought tab* 5 how- 
ever, confidering his enormous maf^ bf- bo-' ' 
dily fubftance, he is poffeffed of more fpirit, 
fweetnefs, goodnefs, knowledge, fenfibility, 
and delicacy^ than many of our tender, fen- 
timental gentlemen. It is very rejnarkable 
that liis parents were very little^that he, 
ill his fixteenth year, was the fraalleft among 
: . " twenty 



twrisnty young men who were confirmed witl^ 
hijtt-rnfo little that the clergyman hefitated 
to admit him to the lord's fuppejr. He was 
nurfed up with milk, and b^esuiajid bu^er^ 
and grew, every year between, thre^^ and 
four inches,, ■ Many chijdren from the neigh- 
bourhood^ and other people, came to fei^ 
lunit Tbi^'feemed neither to mgkc hiip 
prpud nor to offend him., . He .\s^8 pbUging 
te'cvery oney rojfo; kindly .yp,;ar^d: took thp 
children tenderly in his airms, fay ii^. always 
ibmething pleaiing tathem^in a iimple> mire> 
ftrained manner. — I wrote, meanwhile, fome 
letters which he jpras to take with him — to 
Mr. Clemm — and to Meffrs. Hartmann, fa- 
ther and ibn.—r After dinner, I cogrefted a 
flieet of my Sermons on Jonas, which gave 
me pleafure while reading it, becaufe I flat- 
tened myfelf it would afford confpiation jWi 
ijiany of my riders. — I. received a notq 
from a female friend, drefibd. .my^Jf,. aiwj 
A a 4 , paid 



p$ad a IhMt vifit. orthe new tranflatioit 
bf ^« Spiftte t0 the HoitiMis^ of Zsusmm 
ittflft*^ book 06 ^tude^ of my wife. Fnun 
tBettee I ifftAt t& lY . . . < toad in Wielatid's 
^kferoay wkH great bene4t a&d-p]eafa», 
ptttidtdai'ly "^ IXdatife oti the bo«|c of HtT'* 
dtt'> ifrbadi'SaiMd the pnze. •• ^ > •* » ^ 
Then I totalled th^ 9ithj totih <M>d ixtli 
iJM^tent t^ the EpiflJe to the Ramans ^h 
&e new- traidlatidn), which I iio«r fymd v^ 
flat &i finiaie places. % « • * ■<*■ . ^ •« 



■• • - 1^ . « . .« 



SAttritDAr, June 5, 1773; 



£xP£ClriNlS that 11^ wife ivouia b» 
Ibroughf to-bed to^y i)f.t(Hixbt9p.w> I had 
Pegged Pf •• . to jj^ach for ftie to-morrow 



<5fienln^, 1 thercforr intended to" BaMet 
fome tetters/ and (Kirtituhii^ly that of tf^iert^ 
CBmp, I 4id h Widv greali^ j^hetrfmlnefs ^ 
^iid» amongft: others^ w^tfei t6 tltroeMin >-^' 
•' Yoi» adaionitibns I f©c6iv5ed with» thfif 
^^ ^atieft gratitude } aijd t cmmot bu^ con- 
^^ hh, tii^t I am frequently too quibk iti 
^' tj^lkingy ^nd Veiy often too precipitate^-^ 
^' that I am tbo hafty ; tn p^onouAcing "thtf 

^Omf dear friend^ one ^^daims to mefroiit 
^•all £de^ fwt M ifuick^ and I exclaim, bn 
^^H fidesi, hoi too k(^yi I will proceed 
^ fld'wfir, if vyxm wiU prowufe roe to proceed 
«fafterr 

To Hafencaidp5 attiohgft otheriitrn?^ Bro- 
^* ther, and brethren, do t\ot/uH me, but 
^' give me iigAt and argufnenls. I will fub- 
^' mit to the word of Ood ev«ry thlh^,-evca '■ 
^^ Aj fe?oiH:ij¥ ppitik>M> haweVcr> I wUl not J 
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^ be tefated by groans and j ifi^hs, . but by 
*-* arguments.' TAw, therefdrey: wilt not figh 
*V and fret about me, nbr beriiobttjny thcughh 
" /j^i^ — fojr that is, in yirtucvof the magical 
**. power/ of felf^onceit, rthe.xx)])wiQn way 
^'..of all the:ignocant promoters of the moft 
V.jrreBgious. notions — but thou* wilt, on the 
--contrary, lay before me clear arguments; 

** drawn from the fource of light r 't -^ 

*^ O ye dear foula! why would ye, by your 
^^. admoniUonsahd.iighs, affail ^le, with aU 
*' the power of tender anxiety, in order .to 
*^ prevail upon me to give up my .filial fen- 
** timents, and give me, in lieu of it,, your 
^* fpirit of fear? Dear Hafencamp, dear 
** Peter, and Samuel, and John, and what- 
^ ever may be your names, y^ dear, anxious, 
" fraternal fouls, give me l^ave to fmile when 
" Irefleft upon you; let me fmile; tenderly,* 
** kindly, and. iflauifttiyely, whcm you ?tfe 

'' going 



f* going io weaken niy fentiTnents by yoiit' 
^ doubts,, to darken rfty de^ notions of »fhe* 
^* gofpel,' which is notfdtteir^'by rule^y sihd' 
*' truly J^t?)Eilike ^Adeftvour t^^epriv^ itie^f 
•* my liberty j' which Chflft gave me, w \F 
*i^ieaft to' confine it. i am not-wstchitag-foi^ 
¥ iiglitnings and impulfes to do this or thaf 
^ great deed. :I obey my rtoralfentiments^' 
*' the go(pe]^ and Providence; tliat is, I be-' 
^ liewin God, Father, Son, and Holy Gholf. 
*^ But forgive me! I f5sar you*do not yjet 
** comprehend this. 

". jVb/ too quick! my wife calls to me iat^ 
V every toeal—^Ni?/ too quick! calls Mt. Strdek- 
*^ lin 6( Bern to me — Not too quick! calls to' 
** me a dear fociety at Duiiburg. I wiir 
** liftcn to you, good folks ! I will fuffer you 
" to render me more cautious; but I will 
*^ not cringe; — I will rather foar aloft, ^nd 
** be able tofink down, than not to be able 



^f to fink down, aftd to-r^ringe. Indeed^ I 
*-^ mn well awa» tfiat my iefien, whidi I 
•« could not pea in the Icaft lintH m^rt timi- 
^^ dity^ in order to obtdua yout applaufe bf 
^^ Surreptitious means, will not impart to jrotf 
*' tayfenfe fwr Uierty ^hough I make thyfetf 
^« every body's fervatit). However^ if we 
** could.converfe with each other ibr a few 
^* months, then wc ihorild imparf to one 
*^ another,, byway of exchange, each other's 
** good qusilitie^;. and ntany things which 
** now glitter, though they are not goldi 
*^ would be pdiflbed away on both fides. 

** Prayers for wifdom and.illumimiition are 
^' almoin the only, atleafl: theprwcipad, fup« 
^* plications I offer to God^ xind Providence 
*^ grants them^ fcxr the moft part, through 
*^ the ^pfpel or men. I do not pr?^ for this 
^^ or that miraculous gift; I train myfclf to 
** fubmit all, even, the moft god*like incfina-* 

• > -^* tions. 



■^ tions, to the words of Chrifi 5 for they 
•* have more weight with me thaR the words 
•* of the apoftles, becaufe the latter addrefe 
** themfelves principally to Jews and Hea* 
^ thens, but Chrifi! fpeaks moi?e to man(/). 

**Yet 

(/) Cbrift always addrefled himfelf chiefly and princi<« 
paOy to tlmt many or thofe toitn^ whom he &w before 
£im; and with d)efe men he was dliliged to eonvorfe in 
their bogMs^e, accbrding to their neuons and manner of 
thinking, to their wants and circumftances, the nature 
and degree of thnr knowledge of phih>fophical and reli- 
gious mattessy if he w4flied to be underftood by them^ to 
adapt his doMne to their fyftem of thinking, and thu» 
to lead them to piet^ and falvation* We therefore mufi 
kam to diftixiguiih, in has infhru^ons, what is bid to aB 
men from what is faid to individuals,^ with relation to 
time, peflbns, and circumftances, and not mix botlrtoge- 
tbsx ; wt m»/l pay more regard to the fobje6b,^> than to 
the wovds and expreffions of hts difcourfes. The former 
are et«niii,; unaltesable troths ; the htter ar« always adapt- 
ed to the ehangibg' exigirncies of time and circimifiances. 
Sf Cod aiprefint were to ^pcak tOKx through Chrift, or other 
meHfengcrs enlightened and audioiifed by him, he would 
iddeed tall us the fame truth ; -kowerery he ivouM, very 

probaUy,' 
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" Yet not fo> that I (hould oppofe the word 
^^ of the apoftles, or, which is the fame, 
•*i Chrift to Chrift. One cannot take too 
•^ rtftcb precaution, if one will not be mif- 
*• taken tgr you, ye dear foulis— You have 
^ (I fay it without rancour) a very unhappy 
'* gift of being rendered apprehenfive by 
^* the leaft trifle, and can't put yourfelf fuf- 
?f.ficiently in my fituation; for I can fpare 
** no time to be more explicit, and T prefer 
" to give you feeds to giving fruits. 'Once 
•' for all, I muft repeat it. You miftake mf 
^^ principles etttirely. 



probably, fpeak in a manner entirely diffisrent aB to ex" 
prefftoniy and the manner of r&prefentlng It* lU not take 
offence at this idea, which may appear novel to thee, 
ChrifUan reader. I have added it, jiot from 'contempt 
of fcnpture, which I, as well as thyielf, efteem an, ex« 
ceeding precious gift of God, but in order to exercife.^y 
Chriftian meditation, and to promote the ftability.of true 
Chriftian fakh* Editqk. 

^^Have 
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** Have you feen my hymn, which I daily 
** wifli to pray with you, and which always 
*^ gives me fo much heavenly pleafure ? K 
** feems you have not yet received my Ster- 
^ mons on Jonas, elfe you would certainly 
"not be uneafy on my account, with refpefl 
" to feveral points which, at prefent, make 
"you fear fo much for me.— Yet, I cannot 
" remember that I have done the devil the? 
^ honour once, in thefe fourteen Sermons, to 
" mention his name — ^and this, perhaps, ap- 
^'.p^sixs fufpicious to you. Well, if you are' 
" weak, you may eat greens, and I will 
" n6ver touch a tnorfel of meaty if, in a fcrip- 
*^ tural fenfe, it fliould give offence to you, 
^^ If you cannot bear this innocent Joke — 
"dear brother — then I will take care not 
^* to repeat it for your fake^ out of love for 
*^ you, and think like St. Paut: 

^ fVe ought to be guided by our duty, and not 
, i ^^ by 
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^^ bywr incIkmtiaMS\ that is, hy our^ moral finfii 
^^ and not hy what is moft pkafing to us. 
^ Htoein I api entirely of your opinion* 

t^ Abjld'm far feme Hmejrm thy fayvltgiteoc- 
*^ nf^tioMS, theugk everfQ goad itn4 ufifulf and 
^ e^amim^whfthirtkQUcmfi mt find ma fosae- 
*^ thit^ which for iheprefem may jfs m^rt necef 
^^fary, or at kaft equally uf^ut^ /«, rnhichi 
^ bo wev^r^ tho% art noiy at kaft^ much imJmed'' 
\ will examine this advice of your^s, hy way 
of applying it to my heart and my iituation^ 
Qfte of my favourite occupation^ is fireaeh^ 
htg ; writing letters w^hieh enlighten,t warn', 
and pleafe; %)ifiimg friends -^ ^ffifii^g tie poor j 
who ififprm nye of their diftrefs^ &c. &c. — 
theie have, as yet, been my favourite seatpa- 
tionh h not this expelling imaginary i^axff 
hvtTKiKx^ {m) by a real one J-rrYet I muft con- 

[m) Sel&crpate4 religion i ^rtififial worfhip of ^dcL 

fefsy 



the- ttitt fbttl, Mirs. L ; : : Vi/lio l(y addpt^ 
tfeif fli^ite. 

X5^ apoftoUcal dsgnity is different from iiiri; 
Very true 3 howevef, wfc iniift endeavour to 
refemble them :a» much as poflSble $ that is, 
io ghrify Cif^-ti^dk^X l^e (M Seatk 

Thefe notions of God's order and right s^ which 
t dm dejkutil 6f f ieg yotf yMiikvMViXo 
me ito ybiif ifexf lettei^^ ^fl pirf itf my ad- 
count: I fhairkeep what will fiiit me ; w&ii 
riot,' nifcndf back. 

true humility is — mi to' pet end to what I doi 
MtfioJJifs^dnd iolook iipbti dtt Mat tpojjkfs 
4s received^ as a gift of the amme grice i and 
to ferve my ntighboiiras tferve thy LorJ-^ — 
What iifalfi him what 

vne does' not Ao/Je/s^o' declare w^ one Aoffeffes 



to he a gift of thcJmne mercy ^ and neverite'^ 
Vol. IL B b lefs 
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/^ t0 b€fi^ vm^ 4r if^mts kadtmhMl MtAg^i 

a MM.^Ttk^JLhf0vaMtJ De^r JbfcHiierr^hefe-: 
in confifts Hbt/alfe kamU^ io which ibsrdml 
feeks to lieduce me ? — ^Dear brother, kt in 
pray I . . . .• '^ .^:.: -.^ '-:.: -.- . ;. . - 

NotUng but thy holy Spirit 
Docs thy chiki, O God, defire; 

Sift, md bddly, ^fld^fpeed^ . - 
SliaUlonmy path^ipqecd**- . 

Have* you. read the X^er lof the Ih^&ot 
at. ***:ih> the^Paftor .at.^*i* J— Oh i read it ! 
read it! :cr - - ?:.:-•:: -. * • -: ♦ • 

- m - mr. m- mm m •• . • " >^ .-;•..; • -m -^ -.♦^ « 

After ^inner^ I read almaQufcript/com- 
pofed by^ a , female friead» I found it very 
inftrufiUvc— met wijth-maay juft remarks 
whj^fa ftruek, ^(hamed# and pleafed. ine-^ 
on my.iudifferefifce with ^gard to the opi-^ 
nion whieh tho^i^sprld entertains of mc.-^I 

fliall 
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findl-^be "Obliged to grow tvetf Azf^ mot$ 
inttifferent, the more I perceive how verj 
. fevrof the great xtumber of cenfureirsreilefi: 
aaolljTtaiidtdthout paffion; how little they 
care: for giving me an attentive zn^ impartial 
iearittg ^ how little they care for obfervatum i 
and how few take tlie pains, or think it 
naturally juft, to put tbemfelves in my fitu- 
ation ; — ^how impofiihle I fliould find it to 
z6i right, if T ilways would a(k only fix 
inUgkteneJ men, ^^hat I am to do? how 
much they would contradi^ each other in 
advifing me, and perhaps none of thtiil 
would advife me to do what would be beft 
and fitteft for my perfon, my charaftcr, my 
fituation, and my tafte ; ilie mor^ I perceive 
how: partial tbofe cenjwnrs are who are near 
me^ how. anxious they are with regard to 
other cl2taBiorou8 cenfurers--4)ow my d^wt 
centers are in want of a fufficient number 
of fa£l8 to found ajuftludgement upon. — 

For 



For that reafon I fhaU indeed--MJift|QiK td aS 
cenfures^ and endeavour to hear patientl/i; 
and to make honeftly the bed ufe of what? ' 
cvei* may be faid ;-^but, neverthelefs, I muft 
have my own iaUmce^^^nA a fi^-ftii^efuy 
entirely independent on all cenfures of the 
world ', I muft be careful to aft honeftl/ 
and laudably, not only before the Lord> biit 
alfo before men: — As for the reft— I muff 
patiently wait till it ihall pleafe the divine 
providence of my heavenly Father to unfold 
to my friends and enemies, in duie tirae^ 
what appears to them myfterious m me; 
wait till the eternal Truth and Love, wha 
will make known my deferts, and amend 
and forgive my errors, (ball dicide^ 

I fell afleep, amid good fentiments, re- 
plete with ferenity' and gratitude, and ut- 
tering the important figh, '^ Let me awake 
^ I^efore I Jail ajteep^ and Iht before tdi^f^ 
/FINIS. 






';. . ^ ; ■■'■<■■ .t • -v- * V -^ ' 




THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 



^T'^ 

r;t ^.,^' 



Ttu« book Is and or no eircuioitflDoes to b« 
jl tdken from the BuildiD^ 






im 









H^- ,.^_ 






.\^-'* 



- ,,.<— 

:./:''. "• 







■.c ^...^. ^.,.^— -^r-* ■ ' ^-^ H?^.r^^jLr'^^^50xv^7^ ^ 



ji'^f^- 



